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9.1 GENERAL 

CHAPTER 9 
UPGRADED LA36 

The purpose of this chapter is to upgrade the maintenance manual for the LA36 DECwriter II so that it reflects 
the equipment changes incurred since the original publication. Changes of significant importance include: 

I. M7723 Logic Board 
2. M772S Logic Board 
3. Power Board Changes 
4. Constant Voltage Transformer 
5. New Bezel 
6. Caps Lock Keyboard 
7. Addition of Options 

9.2 LA35/LA36 MODEL V ARIA nONS 
The variations and associated model numbers for the LA35/LA36 a listed below. 

Model No. 

LA35-CE 
LA35-CF 
LA35-CH 
LA35-CJ 
LA35-DE 
LA35-DJ 

LA36-CE 
LA36-CF 
LA36-CH 
LA36-CJ 
LA36-DE 
LA36-DF 
LA36-DH 
LA36-DJ 

Designation 

LA35 

LA35 
LA35 
LA35 
LA35 
LA35 
LA35 

LA36 

LA36 with Numeric Pad and Paper Out 
LA36 with Numeric Pad and Paper Out 
LA36 with Numeric Pad and Paper Out 
LA36 with Numeric Pad and Paper Out 
LA36 
LA36 
LA36 
LA36 

9-1 

Variation 

90-132 V, 60 Hz 
IS0-264 V, 60 Hz 
90-132 V, 50 Hz 

180-264 V, 50 Hz 
90-132 V, 60 Hz 

lS0-264 V, 50 Hz 

90-132 V, 60 Hz 
IS0-264 V, 60Hz 
90-132 V, 50 Hz 

lS0-264 V, 50 Hz 
90-132 V, 60 Hz 

IS0-264 V, 60 Hz 
90-132 V, 50 Hz 

IS0-264 V, 50 Hz 



9.3 EASY IDENTIFICATION OF LOGIC BOARDS 
There are three possible Logic Board models that can be installed in a DECwriter: M7722, M7723 and M7728. 
The M7722 board is typically factory installed in earlier LA36s while the M7723 and M7728 boards are found in 
newer terminals. The M7728 performs all functions of the M7722 and M7723 and is backward compatible for a 
direct replacement for either board. Replacing either board with an M7728 does not enhance the capabilities of 
the terminal in which the M7728 board is installed. 

Figure 9-1 shows the obvious physical differences between the three Logic Boards that permit easy identification. 
The M7722 and M7723 boards each have four connectors while the M7728 has five connectors. The M7723 and 
M7728 boards have solder dot test points around the perimeter and the M7722 does not have these test points. 

M7722 

LOG IC BOARD 

M7723 

LOGIC BOARD 

SOLDER DOTS 
TEST POINTS 

M 772B 

LOG IC BOARD 

:CUJ R F.;] R 9 : ...•..... r~ ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
~ 

4 CONNECTORS 

I 
5 

CONNECTORS 

CP 233~ 

Figure 9-1 Physical Characteristics of M7722, M7723, and M7728 Logic Boards 

9.3.1 Major Functional Differences Between M7722 and M7723 Logic Boards 
There are three major functional differences between the M7722 and the M7723 Logic Boards: 

I. Local Copy Feature 

M7722 - No local capability when terminal is operating on-line (sometimes called half-duplex mode) 

M7723 - Has local copy feature. Three-position front panel rocker switch permits printing when in 
local or on-line in half- or full-duplex mode. 

2. Parity Selection 

M7722 - No received parity capabilities. Only even or no parity selection on transmission. No eighth 
bit spacing capability. 

M7723 - Choice of even or odd parity for both receiving or transmitting. 

3. Paper Out Option 

M7722 - No provision for accepting the Paper Out Switch. 

M7723 Compatible with Paper Out Switch. 

'J.3.2 M7723 Jumper Configurations 
Figure 9-2 shows the location and function of all jumpers on the M7723 Logic Board. 

9-2 



Jumper Configurations for M7723 Logic Board 

Function W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7 W8 

Full-Duplex Active 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

Full-Duplex Passive 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 

Passive Receive/ 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 

Active Transmit 

Active Receive/ 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 
Passive Transmit 

Half-Duplex Active* 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 

Half-Duplex Passive* 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 

*Connect user-manufactured cable between B-3 and 5 and operating system. 

Function 

8th BIT MARKING 
8th BIT SPACING 
EVEN PARITY 
ODD PARITY 

Legend: 

I = Jumper Installed 
o = Jumper Not Installed 
X = Do Not Care 

WIO Wll 

0 X 
0 X 
1 0 
1 1 

WI Installed - Standard Bell Volume 
WI Not Installed - Lower Bell Volume 
WI2 Not Used - No Function 

Wl5 

0 
1 
X 
X 

W9 WI3 

1 1 

0 0 

0 0 

1 I 

1 0 

0 0 

Wl4 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Wl1 

W15 

8142-1 

Figure 9-2 Location of Jumpers on 
M7723 Logic Board 

9-3 



9.3.3 Functional Differences Between M7723 and M7728 Logic Boards 
I n addition to having all the features of the M7723 board, the M7728 can also provide the data and signal 
interface required when options are installed in an upgradable LA35/LA36. The M7728 has the same possible 
transmit and receive parity configuration as the M7723. In addition, the received parity error print indication 
(three vertical bars) can be suppressed in certain instances when the eight level bit is used as a control code for the 
options. 

9.3.4 M7728 Jumper Configurations 
Figure 9-3 shows the location and function of all jumpers on the M7728 Logic Board. 

9.3.5 M7728 Cabling Configurations 
The possible cabling configurations for the M7728 Logic Board are shown in Figure 9-4. 

CAUTION 
The ribbon cables between the Logic Board and the 
Expander Board must be installed so that one cable end 
(either end) has the ribbed side of the cable facing up and 
the other end has the smooth side up. Ensure that A con­
nects to A at each cable end. Failure to observe this polar­
ity may cause a Logic Board failure. 

9.4 MAJOR POWER SUPPLY CHANGES 
There are four major changes to the power supply: 

I. The rating 0 f the ac line fuse was increased from 2 A SB to 3 A SB for 115 V and from I A SB to 1.5 A 
SB for 230 V. 

2. The two I A SB fuses in the line feed motor drive circuit were replaced with four 3/4 A SB fuses. 

3. The 18000,uF capacitor in the capacitor bank was replaced with a 37000,uF capacitor. 

4. A Constant Voltage Transformer (CVT) replaced the original power transformer. 

9.4.1 New Power Transformers 
Upgradable LA35/LA36s have constant voltage power transformers installed to accommodate the increased 
power req uirements of the options. There is a unique transformer model for 50 Hz operation and another model 
for 60 Hz operation. Both models function on either 115 or 220 Vac primary voltage and provide ±24 and +11 
Vdc at the secondary. 

9.5 NEW KEYBOARD BEZELS 
The keyboard bezel associated with the upgradable LA36 is shown in Figure 9-5. There is no change in the bezel 
for upgradable LA35s. The LA36 also has another bezel configuration that accepts the 14-Key Numeric Keypad 
Option which mounts to the right of the standard keyboard. 

9.6 CAPS LOCK KEYBOARD 
The Caps Lock Keyboard has a CAPS LOCK key substituted for the SHIFT LOCK key normally found on 
office equipment. When the CAPS LOCK is depressed, the 26-letter keys transmit only upper case codes; all 
other keys print in lower case. 

9.7 LA35/LA36 OPTIONS 
All options listed in Table 9-1 can be installed in a LA35/LA36 DECwriter except for the 14-Key Numeric 
Keypad and the Paper Out Options. 
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Jumper Configurations for M7728 Logic Board 

Function W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7 W8 

Full-Duplex Active 0 0 0 0 I I I 

Full-Duplex Passive I I I I 0 0 0 

Passive Receive/ I I 0 0 I 0 I 
Active Transmit 

Active Receive/ 0 0 I I 0 1 0 
Passive Transmit 

Half-Duplex Active* I I I I I 0 0 

Half-Duplex Passive* I I I I 0 0 0 

*Connect user-manufactured cable between 13-3 and 5 and operating system. 

Function 

8th BIT MARKING 
8th BIT SPACING 
EVEN PARITY 
ODDPARITY 

Legend: 

I = Jumper Installed 
o = Jumper Not Installed 
X = Do Not Care 

Function 

WIO 

0 
0 
I 
I 

Print Parity Error Indication 

Eight Bit Control Over Options 
(No parity detection) 

Wll W15 

X 0 
X I 
0 X 
I X 

W18 W19 

I 0 

0 I 

WI Inserted - Standard Bell Volume 
- Lower Bell Volume 

W20 

I 

0 

W9 

I 

0 

0 

I 

I 

0 

WI Not Inserted 
WI 2 Inserted - Print all characters typed whether LOCAL or ON LINE 

W 12 Not Installed 

WI6Not Used 
WI7 Not Used 

in Full or Half Duplex 
- Position of FDX/HDX switch establishes whether 

transmitted characters are printed 
- No Function 
- No Function 

W13 

I 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

W14 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

8142·2 

Figure 9-3 Location of Jumpers on 
M7728 Logic Board 
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Figure 9-4 Cabling Configurations for the M7728 Logic Board 
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Figure 9-5 LA36 Keyboard Bezel 

9.8 UPGRADED LA36 FUNCTIONAL DESCRIPTION 
The following LA35/LA36 printers are designated as option-upgradable DECwriters. 

LA36 Manufactured in U.S.A. - Serial numbers 02-21933 and higher 
LA36 Manufactured in Ireland - Serial numbers 04-10450 and higher 
LA35 Manufactured in U.S.A. - Serial numbers 5001 and higher 

+ BAC~ SiI(H 
SPAC( 

] LINE. DELETE 
[ \ FHO 

IHlllRM 

? stun AlPUl 
/ 

These printers have the increased power supply capability and the M7728 Logic Board required to accommodate 
the various a vail able options. 

The basic block diagram for the M7728 Logic Board is shown in Figure 9-6. The major difference between this 
diagram and the diagrams for the M7722 and M7723 boards is in the Data Conversion Block. All other function­
al areas operate in the same manner as in the other boards. The three items added to the data conversion are are: 

1. Expander Board 
2. Options 
3. Tri-State Buffer 

The Data Conversion Block still performs its basic function of taking Serial In (SI) ASCII data and converting it 
to a 7 X 7 dot pattern that drives the print head. Transmitted keyboard data is converted to Serial Out (SO) 
ASCII data by the Data Conversion Block. These functions do not change in an upgradable printer; only now, 
certain options exerCise control over both the receive and transmit data lines by blocking, inserting, or allowing 
data to pass. 

9-7 



Options 

LAXX-LB 

LAXX-PK 

LAXX-LA 

LAXX-KV 

LAXX-KW 

LAXX-KX 

Name 

Expander Option 

APL/ ASCII Dual 
Character Set 

Auto LF After CR 

Top of Forms 
Control 

Selective 
Addressing 

Auto Answerback 
and Auto LF 
Options 

Table 9-1 
LA35/36 Options 

Control 
Switch/Indicator 

None 

ALT CHAR SET, 
CHAR SET LOCK, 
and STD/ALT 
CHARACTER SET 
Indicators 

AUTO LF 

FORMS LENGTH 
Switch and SET TOP 
OF FORM 
Pushbutton 

DEVICE SELECT 
and SELECT A VAIL 
Lamps 

HERE IS, AUTO LF 

9-8 

Description 

The Expander Option Mounting Kit 
includes the logic, cables, and mounting 
hardware required to expand the LA36 to 
include options LAXX-LA, LAXX-KV, 
LAXX-KW, LAXX-KX, LAXX-KY, 
and LAXX-PK. 

This option provides an APL alternate 
character set for use with the standard 
character set in the LA35/LA36. 

When the AUTO LF switch is activated, 
the printer will automatically insert a line 
feed after each carriage return code typed 
during transmission. The LAXX-LA 
option can also be configured to execute a 
line feed after each received carriage 
return code. Any combination of these 
options can be used. 

Controls mounted under the top cover 
provide the operator with a method of 
selecting the length of the paper to be 
used. After the desired setting is selected 
and the paper is lined up for proper verti­
cal alignment, the operator presses the 
SET TOP OF FORM switch so that the 
internal logic will be preset to the paper 
length defined by the operator. 

The Selective Addressing Option allows 
the LA36 to communicate with other ter­
minals on a single data communications 
channel. 

The A utomatic Answerback Option 
allows the terminal to transmit a pre­
programmed message of 20 characters 
(maximum). The message is initiated by 
pressing the HERE IS pushbutton, or 
upon receipt of the ENQ control code 
from another device. The LAXX-KX also 
incorporates the features of the Auto LF 
option (LAXX-LA). 



Options 

LAXX-KY 

LAXX-LG 

LAXX-KH 

LAXX-KJ 

LAXX-KX* 

LAXX-LZ** 

LAXX-LC 

LAXX-LH 

LAXX-LK 

Table 9-1 (Cont) 
LA35/36 Options 

Control 
Name Switch/Indicator 

Forms Control and Keyboard Keys 
Yertical and 
Horizontal Tabs 

EIA/CCITT 
Interface 

DFtt Mounting 
Kit 

Compressed Font 
Option 

t4-Key Numeric 
Keypad 

Paper Out 

TTL to CCITT 
(Y28) Converter 
and Modem 
Protector 

Current Loop 
Cable 

Current Loop 
Cable 

None 

None 

None 

Keyboard Keys 

PAPER OUT 
Lamp 

None 

None 

None 

*Not available on the LA35 
··Standard on the LA35 
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Description 

The Forms and Tabbing Option enables 
the terminal to set horizontal and vertical 
tab positions either locally or via the sys­
tem software. This option also 
incorporates features of the Top of Forms 
Option (LAXX-KY) and operates in the 
same manner. 

The LAXX-LG interface provides the 
user with an RS/232-C interface with 
modem control and includes a 9-ft (3.54-
m) cable terminated with a standard EIA 
connector. 

The DFtl Mounting Kit enables the user 
to mount one of the DIGITAL series 
DFtl Communication Options in the 
LA36. 

The Compressed Font Option is a 
mechanical option that provides the LA36 
with the ability to print 132 columns on a 
form 8-1/2 in. (21.59-cm) wide. 

The l4-Key Numeric Keypad is located to 
the right of the keyboard and provides the 
operator with a convenient method of 
entering mathematical number sequences. 

Provides a visual indication for a paper­
out condition. Prevents keyboard and 
received data from printing. 

The TTL to CCITT (Y28) Converter and 
Modem Protector is a BPO DA TEL serv­
ices interface that meets the requirements 
of CCITT (Y28) with BPO-required mod­
em protection circuitry. 

20 rnA current loop with Mate-N-Lok. 

20 rnA curfent loop with 4-pin plug for 
DEClO. 



Options Name 

LAXX-KG EIA Interface 

LAXX-LN Scale, Pointer, 
and Window 
Kit 

LAXX-LM Acoustic Coupler 

Table 9-1 (Cont) 
LA35/36 Options 

Control 
Switch/Indicator 

None 

Column scale, 
Line Indicator, and 
Column Pointer 

Carrier Detect 
Lamp 

Description 

The LAXX-LG interface includes a 9-ft 
(3.54-m) cable terminated with a standard 
EIA connector (no modem control 
features). 

Operator convenience items that assist in 
positioning the print head on preprinted 
forms and in locating horizontal tabs. 

Provides a data interface between DEC-
writer and standard telephone handset. 

The control logic for the M7728 board is shown in Figure 9-7. As stated previously, there is no difference in the 
operation, configuration, or programming of the Microprogrammed Controller. New identification numbers are 
assigned to the components and their physical location on the circuit board are changed, but the basic function of 
each remains the same. The new numbers and schematic sheet locations are noted on Figure 9-7. 

The major area of change effects the receive and transmit data paths. 

9.8.1 New Transmit Path 
Keyboard data now passes through the Expander Board before it is applied to the transmit section of the U ART. 
As this data is routed across the Expander, two switching methods are employed to ensure that installed options 
can break this data path and insert characters into the transmit data. This keyboard steering is shown in Figure 9-
8. Hardware steering is accomplished by physically moving the cable to the UART between connectors 11 and J2 
on the Expander Board. When inserted in J2, keyboard data and the keystroke is routed right across the Expan­
der without any interruptions. When the Automatic Answerback Option or the Automatic Line Feed Option is 
installed, the cable is moved to 11 and the data path is now through these options. There is a logic switch in these 
options that allows the options to break the keyboard data path and insert either an answerback message or a 
line feed command. After inserting the option-generated characters and keystrokes, the logic switch allows key­
board data to pass out to the UART again. 

9.8.2 New Receive Path 
On the M7728 board, received data and parity error are routed through the UART to the Tri-State Buffer rather 
than right to the Character Buffer as on the M7722 and M7723 boards. This Tri-State Buffer permits the options 
to sample the UART output data before the Character Buffer receives it. The options monitor the incoming data 
on the bi-directionalline and can insert data on this line to be applied to the Character Buffer. The output of the 
Character Buffer can be sampled by an Optional Character Set Option which can substitute a new dot matrix 
pattern for the pattern normally generated for this character by the Character Generator ROM. 
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9.8.3 Transmit Operation with Options Installed 
Options that insert data into the keyboard data path between the keyboard and the transmit section of the 
UART require a timing control signal to ensure that the UART is ready to accept more data. This control signal 
is the XMIT RDY L signal which is a high level when the UART is not ready to accept another character and is 
low when another character can be processed. This signal is used to stroke both the option-generated character 
and keystroke out of the option. The XMIT RDY L signal associated with the last chaaracter generated by the 
option causes the logic switch to revert back to the normal position and allow keyboard data to pass again. 

9.8.4 Receive Operation with Options Installed 
Figure 9-9 shows the signals and components that effect the receive operation. After the UART converts 
incoming serial data into seven parallel bits, it places these bits on the data lines to the Tri-State Buffer. Nor­
mally, as the UART is ready to output data the DATA AVAILABLE (DA) line goes to a low level. The 
microprocessor uses this low level to load the seven bits into the Character Buffer. In the M7728 board this DA 
signal is applied serially through all receive options before it is sent to the microprocessor. 

At each option the D A signal initiates an option-decoding function on the character present on the bidirectional 
lines from the Tri-State Buffer. If the character is a command or code that is not recognized by the first option, 
the DA signal is passed along to the next option to be used to decode the character at that option. 

After being routed through all options to the microprocessor, the character is loaded into the Character Buffer 
through the Tri-State Buffer. The remaining processes to the print head are the same as in the M7722 and M7723 
boards. 

If the character present at the output of the UART is decoded by an option, this option blocks the data through 
the Tri-State Buffer (using the UART ENAB signal). The option then places a character on the bidirectional 
lines to the Character Buffer and issues the DA signal to the microprocessor. As before, the microprocessor 
commands the Character Buffer to load, but now the character loaded is taken from the option, not from the 
UART through the Tri-State Buffer. 

After processing a character, the microprocessor issues the CLEAR DATA A V AILABLE (CLR DA) signal 
which causes the UART to place the next incoming character on the lines to the Tri-State Buffer. If an option is 
going to insert more than one character (as when performing a top-of-form operation), the option holds the Tri­
State Buffer disabled, places another character on the bidirectional line and issues another option-generated DA 
signal. This action continues until the option has finished inserting characters. The CLR DA signal associated 
with the last character inserted enables the Tri-State Buffer and received data now passes through in a normal 
manner. 
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Figure 9-9 Receive Operations of M7728 Logic Board 
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CHAPTER 10 
COMPRESSED FONT OPTION KIT (LAXX-KJ) 

10.1 INRODUCTION TO COMPRESSED FONT 
The Compressed Font Option permits a DECwriter to print 132 characters on a 8-1/2 in. line. (Normally, the 
DECwriter prints 132 characters in 13.2 in.) 

The option does not make any electrical or functional changes to the basic operation of the DECwriter. Only 
slight mechanical changes are required to modify the character spacing along a line. These changes include 
replacing the two timing pulleys with new pulleys having a greater number of teeth and installing a timing belt 
that matches these new pulleys. 

All timing sequences and printing speeds remain the same. The printed characters retain the same vertical height; 
only their horizontal width is decreased. 

10.2 LAXX-KJ PRINT SET 
The figure at the end of this chapter is the LAXX-KJ print set. 
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CHAPTER 11 
FORMS CONTROL OPTION KIT (LAXX-KV) 

11.1 FORMS CONTROL INTRODUCTION 
The Forms Control Option adds a top-of-form capability to a DECwriter. The primary function of the option is 
to locate the top of form by monitoring the number of line feed actions performed by the printer mechanism. 
Then, when commanded by a form feed code, this option issues the correct number of option-generated line feed 
(LF) codes required to advance the paper to the next top of form. 

The option samples data out of the UART and performs all internal incrementing, resetting, and line feed 
generating functions before the character is passed on to the Character Buffer for normal terminal action. 

11.2 FORMS CONTROL FUNCTIONAL DIAGRAM 
Figure 11-1 shows the Forms Control Option in a typical installation. The Forms Control Assembly is physically 
attached to the right side of the printer mechanism and the circuit board is connected by an edge connector at 
location B of the Expander Option Mounting Kit. A cable harness connects the two assemblies. At each end of 
this harness is a Mate-N-Lok connector and a pair of Faston terminals. One connector is connected to J1 on the 
option circuit board, the other end to the FORMS LENGTH switch on the Forms Control Assembly. The 
Faston terminals connect to lugs on the SET TOP OF FORM switch and lugs on the option circuit board. The 
FORMS LENGTH switch is a 12-position rotary switch and the SET TOP OF FORM switch is a momentary­
contact pushbutton. Each position of the FORMS LENGTH switch represents the length (in inches) of a pre­
established format (such as a preprinted form) that can be used with the option. In normal operation, the 
FORMS LENGTH switch is set to the length of the form being used; then the SET TOP OF FORM switch is 
depressed to load this value into the Counter on the option circuit board. 

Data processed by the UART, whether incoming SI or locally generated at the keyboard, is available at location 
B on the Expander Option Mounting Board. The option monitors this data for either a line feed code or a form 
feed code. All other codes or characters do not effect the option. 

When a line feed code is detected (indicating that the paper will advance one line), the Counter holding the form 
length value is incremented by one line. Each successive line feed code increments the Counter until its value 
equals the preset value established by the FORMS LENGTH switch. At this point the print head is at the top of 
the next form and the Counter is automatically preset with the value of the FORMS LENGTH switch again. 

When a form feed (FF) code is detected by the option, four major events occur: 

1. UART is disabled. 
2. Line Feed Code Generator is enabled. 
3. Counter is incremented. 
4. Option-generated Data Available (DA) signal is sent to the Character Buffer. 
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The option holds the U ART disabled, continues to generate line feed codes, and increments the Counter until the 
count overflows. At this time the printer mechanism is at the top of the next form and the following three events 
occur: 

1. Counter is preset to the value of FORMS LENGTH switch setting. 
2. Line Feed Code Generator is disabled. 
3. UART is enabled. 

With the UART enabled again, data passes from the UART to the Character Buffer and the option monitors for 
line feed and form feed codes. 

11.3 FORMS CONTROL BASIC BLOCK DIAGRAM 
The basic block diagram for the Forms Control Option is shown in Figure 11-2. This diagram is a simplified 
representation of the forms control circuit schematic (D-CS-M7735-0-1). Circuit designations and pin numbers 
indicated on Figure 11-2 correlate with corresponding components on the schematic. Buffers, inverters, and 
other components that do not have major operational functions are omitted from the block diagram. 

FROM 
LOGIC 
BOARD 

rF'ORMS - - - -, 

ASSEMBLY 
~. SWITCH . . 

~SRC I I ~ 
RESET 

I I LOAD 
CONTROL .£---L Ell 

0 
LOC L ____ --1 

1 B 
~ 

I CONTROL I 

~ 
a LF 12 11 FFS + LF 5 

LF INCREMENT ~ COUNTER 12 FULL COUNT 
DECODER ~ 

OR CONTROL 
Ell SRB~ E3 Ell Ea, E12 

I-
sIB 

FFS TOF 

I-
srs 

~ FF 6 

L-yI DECODER l E3 

r 
9 LF -D 1 a 

FLIP 
SRB..!Q. 

AND CODE 
FLOP GEN -

E4 E7 E5 

r~~ 
UART DISABLE 

~ 
FFS 9 I------- S R A 

OR a TIMING I------- S R B 
DATA AVAIL 10 SEQUENCER ~SRC Ell 

E9 I------- S R D 
'---

CP-2344 

Figure 11-2 Forms Control Basic Block Diagram 
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The Forms Control Option can be divided into the following three functional areas: 

I. Counter Circuit 
2. Option Timing 
3. Operational Sequences 

11.3.1 Counter Circuit 
The Counter circuit consists of the following four units: 

1. Counter (E8 and E12) 
2. Increment Control (Ell) 
3. Reset Control (Ell) 
4. SET TOP OF FORM and FORMS LENGTH Switches on Forms Control Assembly 

The Counter chips (E8 and E12) form a 256-bit (line) up counter that is incremented by a low signal transition on 
E8-8. The Counter accepts one of 12 preset values as determined by the position of the FORMS LENGTH 
switch. Each switch position loads a number that is 128 minus the maximum number of lines on a specific form. 
For instance: if an II-in. form is to be used, the FORMS LENGTH switch is set to position No. 11 and the SET 
TOP OF FORM switch is depressed. On an II-in. form, the maximum number of printable lines is 66 (11 in. 
times 6 lines per inch). The 256-line Counter is preset with 62 lines from switch position No. 11, leaving 66 lines 
to be filled. Each line feed code received by the option increments the count upwards by one line. So, if after 
printing 45 lines (45 line feed codes received) a Top of Form command (form feed code) is received, the paper 
must be advanced 21 lines to reach the top of the next form. As the option generates these 21 line feed codes, the 
Increment Control Ell increments the Counter. When the Counter overflows (after 128 increments: preset value 
plus the number of option-generated line feed codes), the Reset Control Ell reloads the value of the FORMS 
LENGTH switch back into the Counter again. 

11.3.2 Option Timing 
The Timing Sequencer E9 establishes all control timing for the Forms Control Option. The timer is a 4-bit shift 
register that produces the following four sequential timing signals at the designated outputs: 

pin 5 ; SRA 
pin 7; SRB 
pin 9; SRC 
pin 12; SRD 

A high level signal on the LD and SHF pins (1 and 13) of E9 cause the high level at pin 4 to be shifted right at the 
rate of the Option Clock input at pin 6 (approximately 1.2 /J.S per shift). Either the Data Available signal from the 
UART or the Form Feed Stored signal from FF flip-flop E4 activates the Timing Sequencer. 

The following events occur at each of the four sequencer outputs: 

Time Event 

SRA • Not used - but provides a 1.2 /J.S delay for data stabilization 

SRB • Decode line feed code 
• Decode form feed code 
• Increment Counter 
• Enable Line Feed Code Generator 

SRC • Reload Counter 

SRD • Issue Data Available signal to Character Buffer 

Figure 11-3 shows the timing sequence for the Forms Control Option. 
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Figure 11-3 Timing Sequence for Forms Control Option 

11.4 OPERATIONAL SEQUENCES 

CP-2345 

The Forms Control Option has three basic operational sequences that are dependent on what character is being 
sent by the UART. These are: 

I. Receive any character but line feed code or form feed code 
2. Decode a line feed code 
3. Decode a form feed code 

11.4.1 Any Character Received 
Figure 11-4 shows the operational sequence performed when any character is received. When the option receives 
a Data Available signal from the UART, a character code is present on the data lines at location B. If this code is 
for any character, but neither a line feed nor form feed code, the only action on the option is the initiation of the 
Timing Sequencer by the Data Available signal. At SRD time (approximately 4.8 J,LS after receiving the Data 
A vailable signal) the option issues the option-generated Data Available signal which is sent to the micro­
processor. The character can now pass out from the UART in a normal manner. 

11.4.2 Line Feed Code Decoded 
Figure 11-5 shows the operational sequence performed when a line feed code is received. A line feed code and 
Data Available signal from the UART are decoded during SRB time by LF Decoder E3. The output from pin 8 
of the LF Decoder is applied through the Increment Control Ell to the Counter E8 and E12. Each line feed code 
increments the Counter by one line. If the Counter increments to a full count, which indicates having reached the 
top of the next form, the Counter outputs a TOF signal on pin 12. This TOF signal is used at SRC time to reset 
the Counter with the value set by the FORMS CONTROL switch. 

11-5 



ANY CHARACTER 
FROM UART 
(EXCEPT LF OR FFI 

START TIMING 
SEQUENCER 

ATSRDTIME 
ISSUE DATA 
AVAILABLE 

SEQUENCE COMPLETED 

CP-2346 

Figure 11-4 Forms Control Operational Sequence 
When Any Character Received 

11-6 

DATA FROM UART 

SEQUENCE COMPLETED 

CP-2347 

Figure 11-5 Forms Control Operational Sequence 
When Line Feed Code Received 



If the Counter does not overflow (no TOF signal) when incremented, no further action is taken until SRD time 
when the option-generated Data Available signal is sent to the microprocessor. The Character Buffer now 
accepts the line feed code from the U ART and processes it in a normal manner. 

11.4.3 Form Feed Code Decoded 
Figure 11-6 shows the operational sequence performed when a form feed code is received. A form feed code and 
the Data Available signal from the UART are decoded during SRB time by FF Decoder E3. This action initiates 
the major function of the option: issuing the proper number of line feed codes to advance the paper to the next 
top of form position. The output of FF Decoder E3 sets FF flip-flop EA which causes the following three actions 
to occur during SRB time. 

I. Disables the U AR T (held disabled until FF sequence completed) 
2. Enables the Line Feed Code Generator E5 
3. Increments the Counter E8 and E12 

Disabling the UART prevents incoming data from being applied to the Character Buffer and allows option­
generated line feed codes to be sent to the Character Buffer. As the Line Feed Code Generator E5 is energized, 
the Increment Control Ell increments the Counter by one line. If the Counter increments to a full count, it 
outputs a TOF signal on pin 12. This TOF signal is used to clock E4 pin 5 to a high level and to reset the Counter 
with the FORMS LENGTH switch value at SRC time. At SRD time the option-generated Data Available signal 
is issued and a line feed code is sent to the microprocessor. When the CLR DA signal is sent back to the option 
indicating that the line feed code was processed, the CLR DA signal resets E4 at pin I. The TOFSL signal 
generated when E4 resets causes the FF flip-flop E4 to reset also. 

If the Counter does not overflow after being incremented (no TOF signal), the FF flip-flop E4 remains set, 
holding the U ART disabled and the Line Feed Code Generator E5 enabled. The CLR DA signal returning after 
the first line feed code was processed resets the Timing Sequencer. But because the FF flip-flop is still set, the 
Form Feed Stored (FFS) signal immediately restarts the Timing Sequencer again. At SRB time, the Counter is 
incremented again and the Line Feed Code Generator issues another line feed code. If this increment still does 
not overflow the Counter, the line feed code generation sequence is repeated again and again until the TOF signal 
is present at pin 12 of the Counter. When the CLR DA from the last LF returns, the Counter resets and the 
option removes the disable from the UART and disables the Line Feed Code Generator E5. The option has 
completed the top of form sequence and is now waiting for line feed or form feed codes before starting any action 

11.5 TROUBLESHOOTING 
The troubleshooting chart in Table 11-1 lists the common trouble symptoms that could be observed during 
installation checkout or normal operation. 

11.6 LAXX-KV PRINT SET 
Figure 11-7 is the supporting diode matrix for the LAXX-KV print set. The print set is shown at the end of this 
chapter. 
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Symptom 

1. Mter installation improper 
opElration or no operation 
of terminal 

2. Terminal does not advance 
to TOF when CTRL L or 
FF is received 

Table 11-1 
Troubleshooting for Forms Control Option Kit (LAXX-KV) 

Problem Area Probable Cause Action Reference 

Cabling Wrong cabling connections Check all cabling between Figure 9-4 
M7728 Logic Board, Ex-
pander Board, and TOF 
Assembly beneath top cover 

Option location Option inserted in wrong loca- Install TOF option in loca-
tion on Expander Board tions A and B 

Data Available Signal path interrupted Check for Data Available D-CS-M7735-D-I, 
Signal distribution signal at Ell pin 10 and at Sheet 3 

E9 pin 12 for the output 

Form Feed Decoder FF not being decoded Check E3 pin 6 for indication D-CS-M7735-D-I, 
of FF code Sheet 2 

LF Code Generator LF code not being generated Check E5 and E2 for the LF D-CS-M7735-D-I, 
code Sheet 2 
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CHAPTER 12 
SELECTIVE ADDRESSING OPTION (LAXX-KW) 

12.1 SELECTIVE ADDRESSING INTRODUCTION 
The Selective Addressing Option allows a DECwriter to communicate with other terminals in a mUltipoint 
communications network. Generally, it operates in conjunction with the EIA Interface Option (LAXX-LG) and 
the Automatic Answerback Option (LAXX-KX) to provide the user with a versatile network that is easily 
configured to receive or transmit data to and from each terminal. 

The Selective Addressing Option has two primary functions in the terminal in which it is installed: 

I. To allow or inhibit the terminal from transmitting data out from the keyboard. 

2. To allow or inhibit the terminal from responding to received data. 

12.1.1 Transmit Conditions 
A terminal is able to transmit (transmit enabled) when it is the master in the communications network or when it 
is a uniquely selected slave that has been addressed by the master using its unique address code. As the master, 
the terminal can select which slave terminals are going to receive and print messages sent from the master's 
keyboard. When operated as an uniquely selected slave, the terminal's keyboard is activated and two-way con­
versation can take place between the master and this slave. Only one uniquely selected slave is transmit enabled 
in the network at anyone time and it is always the last slave terminal selected by the master. All other slaves in 
the network are transmit disabled. 

12.1.2 Receive Conditions 
The ability of a slave terminal to receive data transmitted by the master is determined by the address class of the 
terminal. There are three possible address classes for each terminal that permit received data to print. 

I. Broadcast Slaves - All terminals in the network receive data transmitted by the master. 

2. Group Select Slaves - Group Address is established by setting switch S2 on the option circuit board. 
All slaves with the same Group Address receive data transmitted by the master. 

3. Unique Select Slaves - Each terminal can have a Unique Address which is different than its Group 
Address and is established by the setting of switch Sl. When addressed by the master using this 
Unique Address, it is possible to have communications between these two terminals and no other 
terminals in the network. In addition, the master can sequentially address multiple Unique Addresses 
to form a specific group that receives data from the master. 

A terminal prints transmitted characters if it is selected as a slave and is not in the address mode. If not selected, 
all received characters are automatically converted to the non-printing, non-spacing ACK code. The only excep­
tion is if the terminal is in the address mode and an ENQ code is received. This code is not converted to an ACK 
but is allowed to pass through the Selective Addressing Option to the Answerback Option where it is used. 
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12.1.3 Operational Modes 
Slave terminals operate in either the address mode or the data mode. In the address mode, terminals respond to 
codes for their Broadcast, Unique Address, or Group Address. In the data mode, slave terminals do not 
acknowledge their addresses, even though the address is present on the communications line. The master termi­
nal establishes whether the slave terminals are in one mode or the other. 

NOTE 
After power-up sequence, terminal is in the data mode. 

Six commands (generated by five codes) are sent from the master terminal to control the operation of the slaves. 
Three commands switch the slave terminal from the data mode to the addres mode: 

I. EOT (CTRL D - 0048) 

2. ETX (CTRL C - 0038 ) 

The STX (CTRL B - 0028 ) command switches the terminal from the address mode back to the data mode. The 
BELL (CTRL G - 007 8) configures all the slaves in the broadcast mode. The ENQ (CTRL E - 005 8) code is used 
with Unique Select Slaves to request the stored answerback message. It is also used to transmit disable a Unique 
Select Slave. 

NOTE 
Refer to the LA35 / LA36 DECwriter II User's Manual 
for a complete description of these codes. 

12.2 SELECTIVE ADDRESSING FUNCTIONAL BLOCK DIAGRAM 
Figure 12-1 shows the functional block diagram of the Selective Addressing Option. Received data is monitored 
at the output of the UART for address codes and mode switching commands. When in the address mode, the 
terminal only responds to codes that select it to receive data. These codes are the Unique or Group Address codes 
that match addresses stored in the two 7-bit dip switches or the BELL code. When the terminal is not conditioned 
to receive data transmitted by the master (not selected), it disables the UART and substitutes an ACK code 
(0068 ) for each received A SCll character or command. This ACK code is a non-spacing, non-printing code that 
has no effect on the terminal. As discussed in the description of the Expander Mounting Board. all incoming data 
passes through the Selective Addressing Option before the other options in the terminal monitor the data. 
Therefore, when the terminal is not selected to receive data and all incoming characters are converted to ACK 
codes, the other options never have a chance to decode thdr respective commands and the terminal appears to be 
off-line to the transmitted data. 

When the terminal is the master or a transmit-enabled slave, the data from the keyboard is monitored by the 
EOT Decoder for an EOT code. This code indicates that the transmitted message has ended and the terminal is 
relinquishing the master or transmit-enable status. 

The trilevel line that interconnects the EIA, Auto Answerback, and Selective Addressing Options is used to 
disable the keyboard (by inhibiting the keystroke) when the terminal is a transmit-disabled slave. When the 
Selective Addressing Option places an "0" level on this line (transmit disabling the terminal), it cannot be 
overridden by any of the other options and the "0" level remains until the terminal becomes the master, switches 
to local, or becomes a transmit-enabled slave. 

The DEVICE SELECT and SELECT A VAIL front panel indicators provide a visual indication of the terminal's 
status. When the DEVICE SELECT light is illuminated, it indicates that the terminal is transmit enabled. When 
the SELECT A V AIL light is illuminated, the communications network is available and the terminal can become 
master. When both lights are illuminated, the terminal is the master. 
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12.3 SELECfIVE ADDRESSING BASIC BLOCK DIAGRAM 
The basic block diagram for the Selective Addressing Option is shown in Figure 12-2. This diagram is a sim­
plified representation of the selective addressing circuit schematic (D-CS-M7737-0-1). Circuit designations and 
pin numbers indicated on Figure 12-2 correlate with corresponding components on the schematic. Buffers, 
inverters, and other components that do not have major operational functions are omitted from the block 
diagram. 

12.3.1 Power-Up Sequence 
The selective addressing power-up sequence is initiated by the WAKE UP L signal which performs the following 
four events: 

1. Clocks Address flip-flop Ell at pin 3 and places the terminal in the data mode 

2. Resets Master flip-flop Ell and places a high level on pin 8 which is applied through Faston con­
nector A to the EIA Interface to indicate that the terminal is not the master 

3. Resets SELECT A VAIL flip-flop EIO and places a high level on pin 8 which qualifies half of AND 
gate E4 at pin 4. The low level from pin 9 of EIO illuminates the SELECT A VAIL light 

4. Resets Device Select flip-flop E16 and places a low level on pin 5. This low level sets Xmit No.1 flip­
flop E 10 and Xmit No.2 flip-flop EI6 

After the wake-up sequence is completed, the terminal can be configured as the master by typing CTRL D and 
CTRL SPACE or as a slave (non-selected) by receiving a character from another master. 

NOTE 
If the terminal powered up while another terminal in the 
network was transmitting, the SELECT A V AIL light 
would not illuminate or flicker and the terminal would not 
receive the transmitted data. The extinguishing of the 
SELECT A V AIL light indicates that there already is a 
master terminal established in the network. Therefore, the 
terminal just powering up cannot become the master. The 
terminal does not print because it was never properly 
addressed; at wake up it went directly into the data mode. 
All incoming characters are converted into ACK codes 
which are disregarded by the terminal. 

Typing a CTRL D on the keyboard produces the EOT code which is detected by the EOT Decoder EI, E9, E14, 
E 15, and applied to E4 at pin 5. If no characters have been received by the terminal since wake up, there is a high 
level at pin 4 of E4. These two high levels qualify AND gate E4 and clock Master flip-flop Ell. Pin 8 of Ell goes 
to a low level which is applied through Faston connector A to the EIA, establishing this terminal as the master. 
The low from pin 8 of Ell also sets Device Select flip-flop EI6 and produces an H level on the trilevelline 
(KSTBDISABLE L) through NOR El7 and Inverter E8. As Device Select flip-flop sets, the low level on pin 6 
and the H level on the KSTB DISABLE L line combine through QI and Q2 to iIluminate the DEVICE SELECT 
light. The terminal has now established itself as the master in the communications network. 

If after powering up and before typing CTRL D, the terminal receives a character sent by an already-established 
master, the Data Available signal (DA IN L) associated with this received character starts the Timing Sequencer 
E 13. This sequencer is a 4-bit shift register that shifts the high level on pin 4 to the right at the Option Clock rate 
(approximately 1.2 J.,LS per shift). Between Tl and T3 the terminal can decode incoming commands. At T2 time, 
the high level on pin 8 of Master flip-flop Ell (Ell reset at wake up) is clocked through SELECT AVAIL flip­
flop EIO to extinguish the SELECT AVAIL light. As SELECT AVAIL flip-flop EIO clocks, a low level from pin 

12-4 



FROM 
KEYBOARD 

FROM 
UART 

LOC 
E 

KSTRB 
EOT 

DECODER 
El,E9, 

E14, EI5 

GROUP 
COMPARATOR 1-----:-1 

UNIQUE 
COMPARATOR 

FUNCTION 
DECODER 

E5 

Tl T3 

BELL 

STX 

MASTER L 
.---~-----r-------+.---------~--------------------;A 

H 

8 
Ell 

NOT MASTER 
SELECT 
AVAIL 

T2 El0 

H 

EOT 3 

ETX 5 

NULL 4 

ENQ 

9 

8 

5 

2 

O' MASTER 

1, TERMI NAL SELECTED 

5 9 

UART ENQ STORED 

I'TERMINAL SELECTED 

CLEAR DA 

TIMING 
SEQUENCER 

EI3 

4 

OPTION CLOCK ------' 

DA 

TO EIA 
INTERFACE 

FRONT PANEL r----l 
I SELECT DEVICE 

AVAIL SELECT I 

ON WHEN : I 
~E~10~PI_N_9_L~OW ___ I ____ ~ I 

I'XMIT ENA8LE 

LOCAL 

L ____ .J 
ON WHEN 
E16 PIN 6 LOW 
AND KSTB DIS 
L AT" H" LEVEL 

4 KSTB DIS L 
:X~L--.. TO LOGIC BOARD 

FROM FRONT 
PAN EL SWITCH 

LOC 
E 

T4 (DA OUT L) 

T3 

T2 

TI 

T3 

ACK 
CODE 
GEN 

E7,E8 

UART DISABLE L 

TO 
CHARACTER 
BUFFER 

CP-2361 

Figure 12-2 Selective Addressing 
Basic Block Diagram 

12-5 



S is applied to pin 4 of AND gate E4 to inhibit any attempt by the terminal to become master by typing CTRL D 
on the keyboard. At this time the terminal is not master and has not been selected as a slave (because at wake up 
it went directly into the data mode not the address moe). Therefore, at T4 time AND gate E9 is qualified and 
enables the ACK Code Generator E7, ES; disables the UART through ES pin 12; and issues the option-generated 
Data Available signal out of EI3 pin 12. Thus, the incoming character code is converted to an ACK code and the 
terminal does not respond to any data on the line. This action continues until the master ends its transmission 
with an EOT code (CTRL D). This EOT code is recieved by all terminals in the network and causes the pre­
viously selected slave terminals to become deselected. The EOT indication from the Function Decoder E5 is 
applied through EI7 pin 9 to reset Master flip-flop Ell, SELECT A VAIL flip-flop EIO, and Device Select flip­
flop E16. As EIO resets, the SELECT AVAIL light illuminates and as EI6 resets, the terminal becomes dese­
lected. The EOT indication also sets the Address flip-flop Ell and applies a high to E4 pin 4. This high is inverted 
once through E4 pin II, then again through E4 pin S, and coupled through EI7 pin 6 to combine at AND gate E9 
at T3 time to disable the UART, enable the ACK Code Generator, and issue the Data Available signal at T4. 
This action substitutes an ACK code for the incoming EOT code. 

12.3.2 Address Mode 
In the address mode, the Function Decoder E5 and the Group E12, EIS and Unique E2, E6 Comparators are 
monitoring the incoming data for their respective address codes. Prior to transmitting an address code the master 
issues a NULL code (CTRL SPACE) which places all slaves in the address mode. The NULL code is detected by 
Function Decoder E5 during Tl and T3 then applied through E15 to set Address flip-flop Ell. As Ell sets, the 
high level from pin 5 initiates the following four actions: 

1. Disables the UART and enables the ACK Code Generator. This action takes place through E4 pin 
12, E4 pin 10, EI7 pin 3, and E9 pin 11. This converts the NULL code to an ACK code. 

2. The high level enables both the Group and Unique Address Comparators, which are exclusive ORs 
that compare the programmed setting in the 7-bit dip switches to the code present on the UART lines. 

3. The high is also applied to pin 10 of AND gate E9. If either a Group or Unique Address or BELL 
code is detected when the terminal is in the address mode, E9 is qualified and it clocks Device Select 
flip-flop E16. This action causes the terminal to be selected as a slave. 

4. The other location where the high level from pin 5 of the Address flip-flop is applied is to the D input 
(pin 2) of Xmit No. I flip-flop E 10. 

After being selected as a slave, there are four possible types of slaves; Broadcast, Group, Unique one-way, and 
Unique two-way. 

12.3.2.1 Broadcast Slaves - These slaves are addressed by the master using the BELL code which is detected by 
the Function Decoder E5, coupled through E3 and E9 to clock E16. The low level from El6 pin 6 is applied to 
Q I, Q2, which act as both an AND gate and a Comparator. The Comparator Section monitors the status of the 
trilevelline. To illuminate the DEVICE SELECT light, the trilevelline must be at the H state and the output of 
EI6 pin 6 must be low. 

Receiving an STX code resets Address flip-flop Ell and places the terminal in the data mode. All received 
characters now print. 

12.3.2.2 Group Slaves - Receiving an address code that corresponds to the code setting of switch S2 produces a 
group indication that is transferred through E14, E3, and E9 to clock Device Select flip-flop E16. Again the 
received Group Address code is converted to an ACK code and sent on to the Character Buffer. Also all group 
slaves are transmit disabled in the same manner as the Broadcast Slaves. (Trilevelline is "0".) 

Decoding an STX code places the terminal in the data mode and all received characters are printed. 
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12.3.2.3 Unique One-Way Slaves - Receiving the Unique code that matches the Sl switch setting produces the 
same action as the Broadcast and Group Address codes; the UART is disabled, the Unique code is converted to 
an ACK code, and it is transferred to the Character Buffer at T4 time. In addition, the Unique code indication 
resets Xmit Enable No.1 flip-flop ElO, placing a low level on pin 5. This low level from pin 5 is applied through 
El7 and E8 to transmit enable the terminal (the trilevel KSTB DISABLE L signal goes to the "H" level provid­
ing the EIA is clear to send). The next code received is the ENQ code (CTRL E) which resets Xmit Enable No.2 
flip-flop El6 placing a low level on pin 9. To transmit disable this terminal the next character received must be 
any character but a valid address. The Data Available signal for this character starts the timing sequence and at 
T2 E 16 clocks a high level out on pin 9. This high causes Xmit Enable No. 1 flip-flop E lO to clock the high level 
on pin 2 (established when the terminal is in the Address Mode) out on pin 5. The high level from pin 5 of Ell is 
applied through El7 pin 1 to E8 and forces the trilevelline to the "0" state which transmit disables the terminal. 
The master then sends the STX code (CTRL B) which places the terminal in the data mode. The terminal can 
now receive but not transmit back to the master. 

12.3.2.4 Unique Two-Way Slaves - The master establishes two-way communications with a designated slave by 
typing the Unique Address code, then the ENQ code, then the STX code. The only difference between this 
configuration and the one-way configuration is that there is no character sent between the ENQ and the STX 
codes. The action at the slave terminal is the same except that when the terminal goes to the transmit enable 
condition as the Unique code is detected (Xmit Enable No.1 flip-flop EIO resets and places a low level on pin 5) 
it stays transmit enabled. The ENQ code resets Xmit Enable No.2 flip-flop El6 in the same manner placing a 
low level on pin 9 which does not cause ElO to clock. The next character received is the STX code which resets 
Address flip-flop Ell and causes the terminal to switch to the data mode. As Ell resets, a low level is placed on 
pin 2 of ElO. At T2 time El6 clocks, causing ElO to clock this low level out pin 5 to El7 to keep the terminal 
transmit enabled (trilevelline stays at "H" level providing the EIA is clear to send). The terminal can transmit to 
and receive from the master. 

Figure 12-3 contains the timing diagram for the code sequence that establish unique one-way or two-way slaves. 

12.3.2.5 Select Add-On Slaves - To add other terminals already selected - without having to readdress all 
previously selected terminals - the ETX code (CTRL C) is used. This code resets all terminals in the address 
mode and allows the new terminals to respond to their addresses. The ETX code affects the terminals just as the 
ENQ code does. The last terminal addressed is also transmit enabled if the last unique address is not followed by 
a non-valid dummy address. 

Refer to the LA35/ LA36 DEC writer II User's Manual for complete programming instructions for terminals 
containing the Selective Addressing Option. 

12.4 TROUBLESHOOTING 
The troubleshooting chart in Table 12-1 lists the common trouble symptoms that could be observed during 
installation checkout or normal operation. 

12.5 LAXX-KW PRINT SET 
The figures at the end of this chapter are the LAXX-KW print set. 
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Table 12-1 
Troubleshooting for Selective Addressing Option (LAXX-KW) 

• 
Symptom Problem Area Probable Cause Action Reference 

1. After installation, incorrect Cabling Wrong cabling connection Check all cabling between Figure 9-4 
operation or on operation- M7728 Logic Board and Ex-
SELECT A V AIL light not pander Board 
illuminated at power-up 

Option location Option inserted in wrong Install Selective Addressing 
location on Expander Board Option in location F 

Data Available Signal path interrupted Check E8 pin 5 for incoming D-CS-M7737-O-1, 
signal distribution Data Available signal and E13 Sheet·1 

pin 12 for output to next 
option 

2. Does not respond to any Address mode Not switching to address Check Ell pin 5 for a high D-CS-M7737-O-1, 
address mode level at EOT, NULL, or ETX Sheet 1 

N 
I 
\0 

3. Responds to Group Address switches Addresses are in wrong Interchange addresses between D-CS-M7737-0-1, 
Address when Unique locations switches S 1 should have Sheet 2 
Address sent - or vice Unique Address and S2 should 
versa have Group Address 

4. Will not switch out of Address flip-flop Not being reset Check Ell pin 5 for a low D-CS-M7737-O-1, 
address mode to data level at STX Sheet 1 
mode 

5. Data is printed when not Tri-State Buffer on UART ENA H signal from Check E8 pin 12 for the D-CS-M7737-0-1, 
selected Logic Board not option not sent to Logic UART ENA H signal when Sheet 1 

disabled Board selected 

ACK Generator ACK Code Generator not Check E7 for ACK code D-CS-M7737-O-1, 
energized Sheet 1 

-- _ .. - -----L- ------ - -
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CHAPTER 13 
AUTOMATIC ANSWERBACK OPTION (LAXX-KX) 

13.1 AUTOMATIC ANSWERBACK INTRODUCTION 
The Automatic Answerback Option performs two distinct functions: the storage of a 20-character pre­
programmed message and the insertion of line feed codes as in the Automatic Line Feed Option LAXX-LA. 

The answerback message has up to 20 character positions (spaces are counted as characters) that can be pro­
grammed by utilizing slide switches located on the option circuit board. The message is activated by depressing 
the front panel HERE IS key or by receiving the ENQ code (005s). When the terminal is on-line, the answerback 
message is transmitted down the line. When in local, the message is printed out at the terminal. 

NOTE 
When operating on-line in the echo mode, the answerback 
message is also printed out at the terminal in addition to 
being transmitted. 

The Line Feed Section of the option can be configured to automatically insert a line feed code after each trans­
mitted carriage return and insert a line feed code after each received carriage return code. The Option Board 
contains jumpers that can be removed to inhibit both or either of the insertion functions. The normal action of 
the A UTa LF switch can also be overridden by these jumpers. 

The Answerback Section of the option interacts with two other DECwriter options (EIA Interface, LAXX-LG 
or Selective Addressing, LAXX-KW) if they are installed. The trilevelline (KSTRB DIS L signal) interconnects 
these options and establishes whether the Answerback Section can respond to a command requesting the answer­
back message. The EIA interface can inhibit the Answerback Option when the modem is not ready to accept 
transmitted data. The Selective Addressing Option can, if the terminal is not selected as the master or a transmit­
enabled slave, also inhibit the Answerback Section from responding to received codes. Refer to the EIA descrip­
tion for a complete discussion of this interaction. 

NOTE 
When operating in the local mode, these options hal'e no 
effect on the operation of the Answerback Option. 

13.2 ANSWERBACK OPTION FUNCTIONAL BLOCK DIAGRAM 
Figure 13-.1 shows the Answerback Option in a typical DECwriter instailation. The option's circuit board installs 
in locations C and D on the Expander Option Mounting Board and has an edge connector at each location to 
couple signals between the two boards. A variation in the basic coupling configuration between the M7728 Logic 
Board and the Expander Board is required when the Answerback or Auto Line Feed Options are installed. 
Normally, without either of these options, ASCII data from the keyboard is routed right across the Expander 
Board (in from the keyboard on 13 and out to the Logic Board on 129). When the Answerback Option is 
installed, the keyboard data path is now through this option and out to the Logic Board on 11. 
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Figure \3-1 Automatic Answerback Option Functional Block Diagram 



As shown in Figure 13-1, the Answerback Option is divided into the three following functional sections: 

I. LF Transmit Section 
2. LF Receive Section 
3. Answerback Section 

13.2.1 Operation of LF Transmit Section 
ASCII data from the keyboard is applied to both the Line Drivers and the Xmit CR Decoder through location 
D. Normally this data is routed right through the option to the UART. Two conditions cause the Line Drivers to 
block this data path. 

I. When the LF Transmit Section is issuing a line feed code. 
2. When the Answerback Section is issuing the answerback message. 

If a carriage return code from the keyboard is detected and the front panel AUTO LF switch is depressed and 
Jumper W3 is installed, the Xmit CR Control initiates the following three actions: 

1. Disables the Line Drivers blocking the data path from the keyboard to the U ART. 

2. Enables the Xmit LF Code Generator placing an LF code on the lines to the UART. 

3. When clear to send from EIA is high, generates the keystrobe that transfers the LF code to the 
UART. 

After the LF code is accepted by the microprocessor, the Xmit LF Code Generator is disabled and the Line 
Drivers are enabled, allowing normal data flow from the keyboard. 

As shown in Figure 13-1, Ju mper W3 is in series with the A UTa LF switch. If this jumper is removed, all control 
is removed from the switch and the LF Transmit Section of the option is disabled. 

Figure 13-2 contains the operational sequence for the LF Transmit Section. 

13.2.2 Operation of LF Receive Section 
The LF Receive Section of the option monitors the data out of the UART and, if Jumper WI is installed, 
automatically inserts a line feed code after each received carriage return code. When the Function Decoder 
detects a carriage return code out of the U ART, the Rcvr CR Control initiates the following three functions: 

1. A fter the carriage return code is processed, disables the U AR T. 

2. Enables the Rcvr LF Code Generator, placing an LF code on the bidirectional lines to the Character 
Buffer. 

3. Issues an option-generated Data Available signal out on OP IN line. (Refer to Expander Board 
description for discussion of Data A vailable signal steering.) 

After the LF code is processed by the microprocessor, the UART is enabled and the LF Code Generator is 
disabled. 

Removing Jumper WI disables the LF Receive Section of the option. 
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If the terminal is operated in the local mode, with the front panel AUTO LF switch depressed and Jumpers WI 
and W3 inserted on the option circuit board, a carriage return code from the keyboard causes a carriage return 
and two line feed increments at the printer mechanism. This action occurs because the LF Transmit Section of 
the option adds a line feed code after the carriage return from the keyboard, then the LF Receive Section of the 
option inserts another line feed code as the carriage return code leaves the UART for the Character Buffer. Thus, 
two line feed codes are acted on by the printer mechanism. 

NOTE 
When the terminal is on-line, transmitting in an echo 
mode, and the AUTO LF switch is in the down position, 
the option generates a line feed code after each carriage 
return. In this operational configuration, the printer mech­
anism advances two lines for each carriage return even 
though only one line feed code is being transmitted out 
from the terminal. The second line feed occurring at the 
terminal is generated by the returning (echoing) carriage 
return as it is processed by the LF Receive Section of the 
option. This same action occurs when the terminal is oper­
ated in the local mode. 

Figure \3-3 contains the operational sequence for the LF Receive Section. 

13.2.3 Operation of Answerback Section 
The Answerback Section utilizes the Function Decoder to detect received requests (ENQ code) for the stored 
answerback message. In the local mode, depressing the HERE IS key activates this section and causes the 
message to be printed out at the terminal. The AB Control initiates the following sequence when commanded to 
output the answerback message: 

I. Disable the Line Drivers blocking all keyboard data. 
2. Increment the Character Selector by one (from zero to first character in message). 
3. Enable the Timing Sequencer. 
4. Monitor for last character in message. 
5. Produce option-generated keystrobe to transfer answerback character to UART. 

NOTE 
As can be seen in Figure 13-1, the answerback message is 
applied to the UART just as if it were typed on the key­
board. The message is NOT applied on the bidirectional 
lines to the Character Buffer as in the case of other 
options. 

After the microprocessor has accepted the first character, the next character and its keystrobe are ready to be 
processed in the same manner. This action continues until the last character of the answerback message is 
transferred out. At this time the Line Drivers are enabled again and normal terminal action is resumed. 

Figure \3-4 contains the operational sequence for the Answerback Section. 
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13.3 AUTOMATIC ANSWERBACK BASIC BLOCK DIAGRAM 
The basic block diagrams for the Automatic Answerback Option are shown in Figures 13-5 and 13-8. These 
diagrams are simplified representations of the automatic answerback circuit schematic (D-CS-M7733-0-1). Cir­
cuit designations and pin numbers indicated on these figures correlate with corresponding components on the 
schematic. Buffers, inverters, and other components that do not have major operational functions are omitted 
from the block diagrams. 

The Answerback Option is divided into three areas: 

I. LF Transmit Section 
2. LF Receive Section 
3. Answerback Section 

13.3.1 LF Transmit Section Basic Block Diagram 
The basic block diagram for the LF Transmit Section is shown in the top half of Figure 13-5. Normally, ASCII 
data from the keyboard passes through the Line Drivers E 17, E23 to the U ART. If the Answerback Section is not 
generating the answerback message, the key strobe for each character from the keyboard passes through E15 to 
the microprocessor. When a carriage return is typed, the keystrobe associated with the carriage return is utilized 
by the Xmit CR Decoder E22 to detect the CR code. If the A UTa LF switch is depressed and Jumper W3 is 
installed, the carriage return indication passes through functional A ND gate E3 and sets Xmit No. 1 flip-flop 
E24. After the carriage return is processed and the UART is ready to accept the next character, the XMIT RDY 
L signal is applied to pin 5 of Inverter E2l. This inverted signal clocks the Xmit No.2 flip-flop E24, producing 
the LF ON Hand LF ON L signals. 

The LF ON H signal performs the following four actions: 

I. Disables the Line Drivers through E3 blocking any further data from the keyboard. 

2. Enables the Xmit LF Code Generator Ell, producing the zero bits of the line feed code (bits 1,3,5,6, 
7). 

3. Clocks Timing Controller E9 in the Answerback Section starting the Timing Sequencer E2. 

4. Conditions NAND gate E 10 at pin 9 so that after the LF code is accepted by the microprocessor, the 
returning XMIT RDY L signal can clock and clear both sections of E24. 

The LF ON L signal from E24 pin 8 is applied to pin 15 of Line Driver E23 and produces the two I-level bits of 
the LF code (bits 2 and 4). 

At SRD time, the KSTRB OUT signal is generated at E7 pin 10. After the UART accepts the LF code, the 
leading edge of the returning XMIT RDY L signal clocks a low through E24 to pin 5 and the trailing edge clocks 
this low through Xmit No.2 flip-flop to enable the Line Drivers, disable the LF Code Generator, and allow 
keyboard data to pass through the option again. The XMIT RDY H signal clears Timing Sequencer E2 and 
resets Timing Controller E9. 

The timing sequence for the LF Section is shown in Figure 13-6. 
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13.3.2 LF Receive Section Basic Block Diagram 

CP-2374 

The basic block diagram for the LF Receive Section is shown in the bottom half of Figure 13-5. This section 
monitors the received data at a point that is between the output of the U AR T and the input to the Character 
Buffer. This data is present at the option on the bidirectional line through the edge connector at location D. 
Receiving both a carriage return code and the DA IN L signal (data available signal from the U ART) at the 
Function Decoder EI6 produces the CR UART L signal that is coupled through Jumper WI to set Rec No.1 
flip-flop E 18. 

After the carriage return code is processed by the terminal, the microprocessor sends the CLR DA L signal back 
to the option at Inverter E21-9. The leading edge of this signal clocks the high level on E18-12 through to E18-9 
and forces E18-8 to a low level. The trailing edge ofCLR DA resets E18 at pin 3. The high through pin 13 of Ell 
produces the signal UART ENA H which disables the UART. This high level also generates the zero bits of the 
LF code (bits 1, 3, 5, 6, 7) through E 13. The I level bits ofthe LF code are generated by the OP IN L signal which 
is applied to EI7 pin IS. The option-generated data available signal is represented by the low level of the OPT IN 
L signal. (The steering gates on the Expander Option Mounting Board convert this OPT IN L signal to a 
signalthat has the same effect as the Option Data Available signal.) After the microprocessor accepts the option­
generated line feed code and data available, it sends a second CLR DA L signal back to the option. This resets 
flip-flop EI8 at pin 11 which then allows the UART to pass received data to the Character Buffer in a normal 
manner. 

The Timing Sequencer. for the LF Receive Section is shown in Figure 13-7. 
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Figure 13-7 LF Receive Section Timing Sequence 

13.3.3 Answerback Section Basic Block Diagram 
Figure 13-8 contains the basic block diagram for the Answerback Section. When the HERE IS key is depressed 
or the ENQ command is received, either of these two indications is coupled out ofEI4 pin 8 to AND gate EIO. If 
the KSTRB DISABLE L signal level is either an H or M level and AB ON H is not set, EIO is qualified and both 
sections of flip-flop EI2 set. The high level produced on pin 5 of EI2 (AB ON H signal) initiates the following 
three events: . 

I. Disables Line Drivers E17, E23 through E3. 

2. Blocks any other incoming requests for the answerback message by placing a low on EI0 pin 5 
through E7. 

3. Conditions EI4 pin 4 with a high level so that when the last character in the answerback message is 
detected E 13 can reset. 

The low level on pin 6 of EI2 (AB ON L) initiates the following events: 

I. Disables the keyboard by blocking the KSTRB IN H signal path through E15. 

2. Enables the Character Drives EI, E8 which send the answerback message to the UART through 
location C. 
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As Shift flip-flop E 12 sets, a high level on pin 9 (AB SHIff 0) is applied to Character Selector ES. E4, ES, and E6 
are configured as a shift register that ripples a high level up through each output line every time the register is 
clocked. The AB SHIff 0 signal from pin 9 of E12 is inverted by E7 and passed through the functional OR EIS 
on pin 11 to set E9. When E9 sets, a high level is applied on the DSO input ofE2. The Timing Sequencer E2 is a 4-
bit shift register that shifts the high DSO level to the right at the rate of the Option Clock (approximately 1.2 J.ls 
per shift) when the CLEAR TO SEND signal is applied to the shift and load inputs (pins 13 and 10 respectively). 
The CLEAR TO SEND signal is only present when the KSTRB DIS L signal is in the H level. When at the M 
level the KSTRB DIS L signal does not overcome the 3.7S V bias level on Comparator El and the CLEAR TO 
SEND signal is not produced. 

NOTE 
The M level allows El2 to set and hold a request for the 
answerback message but the message is not trasmitted 
until the tri-state line becomes an H level. 

At SRA time, the Character Selector ES increments from character no. 0 to character no. 1 and a high level is 
applied to one side of each of the seven slide switches that comprise character no. 1. A closed switch produces a 
"I" in the bit position and an open switch a "0." Figure 13-9 shows the switch settings for the letter A in 
character no. 1. To produce the code 1000001 for the A, the switches in bits 1 and 7 are closed while all the rest 
are open. The Character Drivers send this code out of location C to the UART. The Null Detector E20 monitors 
these lines for the null code (0000000) and, when decoded, produces the AB DONE signal which resets EI2 and 
the Timing Sequencer at SRC time. At SRD time, the KSTRB OUT signal is generated at E7 and character no. 1 
is sent to the UART. As the UART accepts this character, the XMIT RDY H signal is sent back to the option at 
E IS pin S and initiates three actions: 

1. Shift flip-flop E 12 resets and removes the high from ES (E12 remains reset until message is sent). 

2. Timing Controller E9 resets and removes the high level from the DSO input ofthe Timing Sequencer. 

3. Timmg Sequencer clears to zero. 

After the UART has processed the character, the XMIT RDY L signal is sent to the option where it combines 
with the AB ON L signal at functional AND gate E3. When E3 is qualified, a low pulse from pin 11 of functional 
OR E IS sets the Timing Controller E9. As E9 sets, a high level is applied at the DSO input of the Timing 
Sequencer. If the CLEAR TO SEND signal is present, the Timing Sequencer starts and at SRA the Character 
Selector increments a high level to the switch containing the next character and at SRD this character is strobed 
to the UART. 

This character generation continues until the Character Selector increments to the twenty-first character loca­
tion, which does not exist. Therefore, a null is detected at E20 and at SRC time AND gate EI4 couples this last 
character indication through E IS to reset the AB flip-flop El2, Timing Controller E9, and Timing Sequencer E2. 
At this time the Answerback Sequence is completed. 

NOTE 
If an answerback message of less than 20 characters is 
stored in the switches and the last character is coded as a 
null, the Answerback Section will reset after detecting this 
null rather than sequencing through the remaining 
uncoded switch positions. 

Figure 13-10 contains the timing sequence for the Answerback Section. 
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Figure 13-9 Typical Answerback Character Programming 

13.4 TROUBLESHOOTING 
The troubleshootng chart in Table 13-1 lists the common trouble symptoms that could be observed during 
installation checkout or normal operation. 

13.5 LAXX-KX PRINT SET 
The figures at the end of this chapter are the LAXX-KX print set. 
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W 
I ..... 
0\ 

Symptom 

1. Mter installation, char-
acters typed on keyboard 
not transmitted 

2. Mter installation, received 
characters not printing 

3. Line feed code not inserted 
after carriage return typed 

Table 13-1 
Troubleshooting for Automatic Answerback Option (LAXX-KX) 

Problem Afea Probable Cause Action 

Cabling Wrong cabling connections Check all cabling between 
M7728 Logic Board and Ex-
pander Board 

Option location Option inserted in wrong loca- Install Answerback Option in 
tion on Expander Board locations C and D 

Keystrobe Signal Signal path interrupted Check for Keystrobe Signal 
distribution into Option Board at E15 pin 

10 and out of board at E10 
pin 3 

Line Drivers Line Drivers on option not Check E3 pin 11 for low level 
enabled 

Data Available Signal path interrupted Check for Data Available 
signal distribution signal at E16 pin 15 

Tri-State Buffer on Tri-State Buffer held disabled Check Ell pin 12 for high 
M7728 Logic Board by option level when option not per-

forming answerback or line 
feed operation 

AUTO LF switch AUTO LF switch not Depress switch - if depressed 
depressed and W3 installed and still no 

LF code, replace switch 

Keystrobe signal Signal not being generated Check E10 pin 3 for keystrobe 
by option signal associated with line feed 

code 

Line Feed Code Line feed code not being Check for line feed code at 
Generator generated Ell and E23 

------ --~ ----

Reference 

Figure 94 

D-CS-M7733-0-1, 
Sheet 3 

D-CS-M7733-0-1, 
Sheet 1 

D-CS-M7733-O-1, 
Sheet 1 

D-CS-M7733-0-1, 
Sheet 2 

D-CS-M7733-O-1, 
Sheet 3 

D-CS-M7733-O-1, 
Sheet 1 



W 
I 

-...J 

Symptom 

4. line Feed Code not 
inserted after received 
Carriage Return 

5. No message is printed when 
HERE IS switch is de-
pressed in local or CTRL E 
is received when on-line 
and Carriage Return/line 
Feed Section does not 
operate 

6. Same as no. 5 above except 
Carriage Return/line Feed 
Section operates 

7. Message prints on received 
CTRL E but not when 
HERE IS switch is de-
pressed in local 

8. Depress HERE IS switch -
no answerback message -
just last character typed 
prints 

9. Message starts to print, 
then stops without 
finishing 

Table 13-1 (Cont) 
Troubleshooting for Automatic Answerback Option (LAXX-KX) 

Problem Area Probable Cause Action Reference 

Jumper WI WI not installed Connect WI D-CS-M7733-O-I, 
Sheet I 

Data Available signal Option not generating Data Check for pulse at EI8 pin 8 D-CS-M7733-0-1, 
Available signal Sheet 2 

line Feed Code Line feed code not being Check for line feed code at D-CS-M7733-0-1, 
Generator generated E13 and EI7 Sheets I and 2 

Option activation Timing Control flip-flop not Check that E9 sets on either D-CS-M7733-O-I, 
setting line feed or answerback Sheet 3 

operation 

Timing Sequences not Check E2 for outputs at D-CS-M7733-O-I, 
operating pins 5, 7,9, and 12 Sheet 3 

Answerback Section AB flip-flop or Shift flip-flop Check both sections of EI2 D-CS-M7733-O-I, 
not operating to ensure that they set when Sheet 3 

answerback message activated 

HERE IS switch Faulty switch or cabling Check switch operation and D-CS-M7733-O-I, 
signal path to EI4 pin 10 Sheet 3 

Message storage Shorted diode in one of the Check for shorts in message D-CS-M7733-O-I, 
20 character switch positions array Sheets 5,6, or 7 
or any malfunction that shorts 
any two lines of shift register 
E4, E5, E6 together 

Shift register Shift register not able to Check all 20 outputs of E4, D-CS-M7733-0-1, 
sequence through complete E5,E6 Sheets 5,6, or 7 
message 
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CHAPTER 14 
FORMS CONTROL, VERTICAL TABULATION, 

AND HORIZONTAL TABULATION OPTION (LAXX-KY) 

14.1 TABS OPTION INTRODUCTION 
This option (hereinafter called Tabs Option) provides a DECwriter with three major functions: 

I. Forms Control - Top of form capability 
2. Vertical Tabs - Storage of vertical tab locations 
3. Horizontal Tabs - Storage of horizontal tab locations 

The Forms Control Section of the option stores the preset form length and compares it with the number of line 
feed actions performed by the printer mechanism. Then, when commanded by a form feed code, it issues the 
correct number of option-generated line feed codes required to advance the paper to the next top of form. 

Th~ Horizontal Tab Section stores tab locations and monitors the position of the print head in the 132 printable 
columns. When a Horizontal Tab command is received it issues the proper number of space codes to move the 
print head to the right to the next horizontal tab location. 

The Vertical Tab Section stores tab locations and monitors the number of lines the paper advances. This section 
operates in conjunction with the Forms Control TOF setting which establishes the maximum number of print­
able lines for the form being used. A vertical tab can be established on any line on a form. On receipt of a Vertical 
Tab command this section issues the proper number of line feed codes to advance the paper to the next vertical 
tab location. 

Each section of the option performs all internal housekeeping functions (incrementing, line feed, or space code 
generating, etc.) before option-generated data is passed on to the Character Buffer for normal terminal action. 

14.2 TABS OPTION FUNCTIONAL DIAGRAM 
Figure 14-1 shows the Tabs Option in a typical installation. The Forms Control Assembly is physically attached 
to the right-hand side of the printer mechanism and the circuit board is connected by an edge connector at 
location A of the Expar..der Option Mounting Kit. A cable harness connects the two assemblies. At each end of 
this harness is a Mate-N-Lok connector and a pair of Faston terminals. One connector is connected to 11 on the 
option circuit board, the other end to the FORMS LENGTH switch on the Forms Control Assembly. The 
Faston terminals connect to lugs on the SET TOP OF FORM switch and lugs on the option circuit board. The 
FORMS LENGTH switch is a 12-position rotary switch and the SET TOP OF FORM switch is a momentary­
contact pushbutton. Each position of the FORMS LENGTH switch represents the length (in inches) of a pre­
established format (such as a preprinted form) that can be used with the option. In normal operation, the 
FORMS LENGTH switch is set to the length of the form being used, then the SET TOP OF FORM switch is 
depressed to load this value into the Vertical Position Counter on the option circuit board. 

Data processed by the UART, whether incoming serial information or locally generated at the keyboard, is 
available at location A on the Expander Option Mounting Board. All option-generated output signals (line feed 
or space codes and control signals) are also available at location A. No edge connector is installed at location B; 
the exposed fingers of the circuit board provide convenient locations for monitoring circuit signals. 
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The Decoder Circuits monitor the incoming data for commands and other pertinent codes that are required in 
the three operational sections. Table 14-1 lists the various codes detected by the Decoder Circuits and the sec­
tions where these codes are used. 

Table 14-1 
Codes Decoded By Tabs Option 

Codes Section U sed in 
Detected Horizontal Tabs Vertical Tabs Forms Control 

CR Yes 
FF Yes Yes 
VT Yes Yes 
HT Yes 
BS Yes 
LF Yes Yes 
ESCI Yes 
ESC2 Yes 
ESC3 Yes 
ESC4 Yes 

The Line Feed Code Generator and Space Code Generator send codes back up the bidirectional line to the 
Character Buffer on the Logic Board. The Space Code Generator is controlled by the horizontal tab circuits and 
the Line Feed Code Generator by either the vertical tab or forms control circuits. 

The timing circuits establish the controlling signals for all functional sections of the option. Sequential timing is 
required for the critical storage, loading, resetting, and .clearing functions performed in typical tabbing oper­
ations. The timing circuits utilize the Data Available signal from the UART plus commands from the functional 
section of the option and the Option Clock timing pulses to initiate these timing sequences. Whenever the option 
is performing one of its three major functions, the U AR T is disabled by a signal from these timing circuits. 

14.3 SIMPLIFIED OPERATION OF TABS OPTION 
Each of the three option functions (VT, HT, and TOF) can be set to a value (store a iocation), commanded to 
perform a function (go to next top of form), and cleared of all positions or settings. Table 14-2 shows the 
commands, both local and remote, that set, command, and clear each of the functions. 

Table 14-2 
Control Commands for Major Tab Operations 

Function Set Up By Controlled By Cleared By 
Section Local Remote Local Remote Local Remote 

Horizontal ESCI 0338 and TAB key OIls ESC2 0338 and 
Tabs 06 18 (HT) 0628 

Vertical ESC3 0338 and CTRLK 0138 ESC4 0338 and 
Tabs 063 8 (VT) 0648 

Top of Set length None CTRLL 0148 Change None 
Form Depress TOF (FF) length 

or at wake-up Depress TOF 

14-3 



14.3.1 Horizontal Tabs Operation 
The Horizontal Tabs Section of the option can be considered as a counter with 132 locations; each location 
represents one of 132 printable positions the print head passes through on each horizontal printing line. When 
the print head is at the left-hand margin Uust after a carriage return or a power-up sequence), this Horizontal 
Position Counter is at zero. As the print head moves across to the right, the counter increments; back spacing 
(movement to the left) decrements the counter. The Horizontal Position Counter always contains the count of 
the column in which the print head is positioned. 

To set a horizontal tab, the print head must by physically positioned at the location of the desired tab; then the 
storage command is either typed locally (ESC 1) or received (033s and 061s). This action causes the HT RAM that 
is monitoring the output of the Horizontal Position Counter to store this print head position. Any number of 
horizontal tabs (up to 132) can be stored on a line. 

Typing the TAB key in local or receiving an HT code (OIls) causes the option to block any incoming data from 
the UART and issue space codes until the print head moves to the right to the first location where a tab had been 
set. This location is determined by the output of the HT RAM. If a Horizontal Tab command is given and there 
are no tabs set between the present print head location and the right-hand margin, the option generates space 
codes until the print head reaches column no. 132. The print head remains there until either a carriage return or 
line feed code is received. The printing function is disabled while the head is at column 132. 

All horizontal tab locations are cleared when either an ESC2 is typed locally or 0338 and 0628 is received. The 
horizontal tab clearing action initiates the following sequence: 

I. Value of Horizontal Counter is stored in latch. 
2. Horizontal Counter is reset to zero. 
3. Horizontal Counter is incremented up to 132 and all horizontal tabs stored in HT RAM are erased. 
4. Value in latches is loaded back into Horizontal Counter. 

This action ensures that the Horizontal Counter always contains the actual position of the print head and is 
ready to accept new tab locations right after the old tabs are erased. For, if the clearing command is given when 
the print head is in the middle of a line and the Counter is just reset to zero and not reloaded with the actual 
position, any tabs set on this line are not accurate because of the discrepancy between head position and Counter 
value. 

14.3.2 Top of Form (TOF) Operation 
The primary component of the TO F Section is a l28-bit Counter. Each bit of this counter represents a printable 
line on a form. This Vertical Counter accepts one of 12 preset values as determined by the position of the 
FORMS LENGTH switch. Each switch position loads a number that is 128 minus the maximum number of lines 
on a specific form. For instance; if an 14-inch form is to be used, the FORMS LENGTH switch is set to position 
no.14 and the SET TOP OF FORM switch is depressed. On a 14-inch form the maximum number of printable 
lines is 84 (14 inches times 6 lines per inch). The 1 28-line counter is preset with 44 lines from switch position no. 
14, leaving 84 lines to be filled. Each line feed code received by the option or each line feed code generated by the 
Vertical Tabs Section of the option increments the count upwards by one line. So, if after advancing 61 lines (61 
line feed codes received or generated), a Top of Form command (form feed code) is received the paper must be 
advanced 23 lines to reach the top of the next form. As the option generates these 23 line feed codes, the Vertical 
Counter is incremented once for each line feed code. When the Vertical Counter overflows (after 128 increments 
- preset value plus the number of option-generated line feed codes) the value of the FORMS LENGTH switch is 
reloaded back into the Vertical Counter again. 

NOTE 
There is no way to completely clear the DECwriter of a 
TOF value. Every time the Vertical Counter overflows, the 
FORMS LENGTH switch setting is automatically 
reloaded to establish a new top of form. 
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14.3.3 Vertical Tabs Operation 
The Vertical Tabs Section can be considered as a unique variation of the TOF function. Both respond to oper­
ator commands and advance paper through the DECwriter by issuing line feed codes until a'specific number of 
lines have been advanced. The TOF circuits stop the paper from advancing when the Vertical Counter is full, 
indicating that the next top of form has been reached. The vertical tabs circuits stop the paper from advancing 
when the location of a previously set vertical position is reached. Thus, the FORMS LENGTH switch setting 
used in the TOF circuits actually establishes the boundaries where vertical tabs can be set. 

A vertical tab is set by either typing ESC3 or receiving 0338 and 0638. At the time when this storage comman.d is 
received, the vertical location of the print head is stored in the VT RAM that is monitoring the output of the 
Vertical Counter. 

Typing CTRL L in local or receiving 0148 activates the vertical tab function. This action causes the Vertical Tabs 
Section to block any incoming data from the UART and issue line feed codes until the paper advances to the next 
verti'ca.1 tab location as determined by the VT RAM. If a VT command is given and there are no vertical tabs set 
between the present head location and the next top of form, the paper advances to the next top of form. 

All vertical tab locations are cleared when ESC4 is typed locally or 0338 and 0648 is received. The vertical tab 
clearing action initiates the following sequence: 

I. Value of Vertical Counter is stored in a latch. 
2. Vertical Counter is reset to zero. 
3. Vertical Counter is incremented to overflow and all vertical tabs stored in VT RAM are erased. 
4. At TOF (overflow) the value in latches loaded back into Vertical Counter. 

This action ensures that the Vertical Counter always contains the actual position of the print head and is ready to 
accept TOF commands or new tab locations right after the old tab locations are cleared. This prevents dis­
crepancies between head position and Vertical Counter values. If the clearing command was given in the middle 
of a form and the v ~rtical Counter was just reset to zero and not reloaded with the actual position, any TOF or 
VT command given before the next top of form was reached would not perform correctly. 

14.4 TABS OPTION BASIC BLOCK DIAGRAM 
The basic block diagrams for the Tabs Option are shown in Figures 14-2,14-4, 14-5,14-7,14-9, and 14-10. These 
diagrams are simplified representations of the HT, VT, TOF circuit schematic (D-CS-M7736-0-1). Circuit desig­
natIOns ana pm numbers indicated on these figures correlate with corresponding components on the schematic. 
Buffers, inverters, and other components that do not have major operational functions are omitted from these 
block diagrams. 

The Tabs Option can be divided into the following five functional areas: 

I. D.ecoding and Generating Circuits 
2. Timing Circuits 
3. Horizontal Tabs Circuits 
4. Top of Form Circuits 
5. Vertical Tabs Circuits 

14.4.1 Decoding and Generating Circuits Basic Block Diagram 
The basic block diagram for the decoding and generating circuits is shown in Figure 4-2. Incoming ASCII-coded 
data present on the bidirectional U ART data lines connects to the decoding circuits. Outgoing data, either a line 
feed or space code generated by the option is sent back to the Character Buffer via these lines too. 
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14.4.1.1 DecotJing - The decoding circuits perform two main functions: (I) detecting commands that the option 
requires for operation and (2) monitoring the UART data lines for characters or codes that cause the print head 
to move either forward or backward. The Function Decoders E3 and E9 sample the seven ASCII bits when the 
DA signal and the SRA timing pulse are present. 

NOTE 
Both bit 7 and Parity Error are required at AND gate E23 
before DA and SRA allow the decoding action. 

Decoding of standard codes (HT, CR, LF, etc.) is performed in a normal manner but the special commands 
ESC I, 2, 3, and 4 require a somewhat different decoding scheme. Each of these commands consist of two codes 
(the ESC code and either 1, 2, 3, or 4) which must be decoded in the correct sequence to be recognized by the 
options as legitimate commands. When the ESC code is detected at SRA time, E16 sets placing a high level on 
pin 2 of E22. This high level out of E 16 pin 5 remains high through the duration of the ESC decoding. It appears 
that at SRC time E 16 will clock but it does not because SRC has no effect while the ESC code is keeping E 16 set. 
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If the next character after the ESC code is either 1, 2, 3, or 4, the Function Decoder detects these codes and 
applies one of them to Ell. At SRB time of this second character NAND gate E22 is qualified and clocks the 
second character through Ell to the appropriate circuit. If the character following an ESC command is not 1,2, 
3, or 4, there is no decoded signal at the input of Ell to be clocked through at SRB time. In either case, at SRC 
time of the second character E16 clocks low. Now, even if the third character received is 1,2,3, or 4, and after 
being decoded is applied to Ell, there is no clock signal from E16 to transfer it through Ell. Therefore, only 
these specific combinations of the ESC code and 1,2, 3, or 4 are decoded as option-operational commands. The 
timing diagram for ESC command decoding is shown in Figure 14-3. 
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Figure 14-3 Timing for ESC Command Decoding 
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The other decoding function is performed by E7 and EI4 which are also monitoring the incoming ASCII data. 
The function of these Decoders is to detect all characters or codes that cause the print head to move either to the 
left or right. Only two gates are required to decode all these possible character combinations. This is because of 
the unique bit assignments in the ASCII structure where all of these characters (except three) have a 1 in bit 6 or 
7. The characters that move the head and do not have this 1 in bit 6 or 7 are: delete, back space, and horizontal 
tab. Back space and HT are decoded by the Function Decoder E3, E9. The delete code (all bits are 1) is detected 
by E7. Therefore, if a character is detected having a I in either bit 6 or 7 and it is not the delete code, the DA 
signal from the timing circuits qualifies AND gate E26. A back space, horizontal tab, and head moving 
indication is passed through OR gate E26 to the data input (pin 2) of E8. At SRC time, E8 clocks this informa­
tion out to the horizontal tabs circuits. After clocking, E8 resets and awaits another indication that the next 
character will cause the print head to move. 
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14.4.1.2 Generating - The option-genera~ed line feed codes and space codes are issued by the combination ofE I 
and E1O. Enabling the Space Code Generator places the binary code 0100000 on the UART lines. The line feed 
code (0001010) is also generated by these same gates but uses E10 in a different manner. 

NOTE 
Both codes have the same bit pattern in four locations (bits 
I, 3, 5, and 7) and always use EI to generate these four 
bits. 

14.4.2 Timing Circuits Basic Block Diagram 
The basic block diagram for the timing circuits is shown in Figure 14-4. The primary component of this circuit is 
the Timing Sequencer E19, a 4-bit shift register that produces four sequential timing signals (SRA, SRB, SRC, 
SRD). Any of four signals applied to the reset pin of flip-flop E25 enables the Timing Sequencer and causes the 
high level at pin 4 to shift right at the rate of the Option Clock input at pin 6 (approximately 1.2 f.lS per shift). The 
four possible enabling signals are: 

1. HT Horizontal Tab command 
2. VT Vertical Tab command 
3. FF' Form Feed command 
4. DA (Data A vailable) signal 
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The DA signal from pin 12 ofE15 (which is the Data Available signal from the UART) is only present when the 
other three signals are not present. This blocking action ensures that once a tab or TOF routine has started, no 
other incoming command or character is processed until the option function is completed. Table 14-3 contains 
the major events of each option function that occurs during each timing period. 

14.4.3 Horizontal Tabs Circuits Basic Block Diagram 
The basic block diagram for the horizontal tabs circuits is shown in Figure 14-5 and the operational sequence 
flow diagram is shown in Figure 14-6. 

14-8 



Table 14-3 
Timing Sequencer Major Events 

Functional Sections of Option 

Timing Sequencer Decoding and Horizontal Tabs Vertical Tabs Top of Form 
Periods Generating Circuits Circuits Circuits Circuits 

SRA • Enable Function Decoder • HTcommand • VT command detected • FF command detected 
detected 

• CR code resets • FF command detected • VT command detected 
HTCounter 

• BS code detected • LF code detected • LF code detected 

• Disable UART • Disable UART • Disable UART 

SRB • Clock ESC command • ESC 1- decoded • ESC 3 decoded • Enable Line Feed Code Generator 

• ESC 2 decoded • ESC 4 decoded • Clock VT Counter 
..-

""' 
• Enable Space • Enable line Feed Code 

I 

'" Code Generator Generator 

• Set HT tab in HT • Clock VT Counter 
RAM (ESC 1) 

SRC • Reset ESC FF • Clock HT Counter • Load VT Counter with • Load VT Counter with switch 
switch setting after setting after TOF 
TOF 

SRD • Generate DA N/A • Set VT tab in VT N/A 
RAM (ESC 3) 

--
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The horizontal tabs circuits perform the following four functions: 

I. Monitoring the horizontal position of the print head 
2. Setting horizontal tab locations 
3. Tabbing action 
4. Clearing horizontal tab locations 

14.4.3.1 Monitoring - Each time the decoding circuits detect a character or command that moves the print 
head, the Clock Counter pulse from E8 is applied to the forward or back space steering gates E22 and E23. If the 
motion is forward, the Horizontal Counter E32, E38 is incremented by one count; if back space, the Counter is 
decremented by one. As the Counter changes, the position value is present on the output lines that are hardwired 
to the input address lines of HT RAM E39. Therefore, the RAM's address is representative of the current print 
head position. 

NOTE 
These Counter values are not written into the RAM, just 
present at the address lines. 

When a carriage return is performed, the Horizontal Counter resets to zero and the HT RAM is at address zero 
also. 

14.4.3.2 Setup - The command that establishes a horizontal tab is ESCI. When this command is given it is 
detected by the decoding circuits and applied to pin 9 of E23. Between SRB and SRC time it enables the write 
input (pin 12) of the HT RAM. At this time there is a high level on the data input (pin 13) of the HT RAM and a 
I is written into the HT RAM location that is addressed by the Horizontal Counter output. As the print head is 
advanced to the right to another tab location, the Horizontal Counter output increments the HT RAM pointer 
to new addresses. During this incrementing the HT RAM is not storing new locations; only when the ESCI 
command is received are Is stored in the HT RAM. 

NOTE 
When the ESCI command is typed the print head moves as 
the 1 is depressed but the horizontal tab location is set at 
the column location established when the ESC key was 
depressed. 

14.4.3.3' Horizontal Tab Action - A Horizontal Tab command is decoded, then applied to the horizontal tabs 
circuits as the (HT) signal. This signal sets HT flip-flop E25, which remains set until the tab function is com­
pleted. Four events occur as a result of E25 storing the Horizontal Tab command: 

1. UART is disabled. 
2. Data Available signal path is blocked. 
3. Horizontal Counter is ready to be incremented by one count. 
4. Space Code Generator is enabled at SRB. 

The HT signal from pin 6 of E25 is applied to the timing circuits where it blocks the Data Available signal path 
through EI5 and disables the UART through EI. The HT signal level is also applied to E26 of the Decoder 
Circuits to clock the HT Counter by I. This level on the data input (pin 2) of E8 is clocked through E8 at SRC 
time of each Timing Sequencer cycle. At SRB time the HT signal enables the Space Code Generator EI, EIO 
which places the ASCII code for a space on the bidirectional lines to the Character Buffer. At SRD time the 
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option-generated Data A vailable signal is produced and this space code is ready to be processed and move the 
print head one space to the right. As the Horizontal Tab command increments the Horizontal Counter, a new 
HT RAM address is accessed~ If this new address contains a zero (indicating that a horizontal tab was set at this 
position), the MEM signal is present at pin 6 of the HT RAM. This MEM signal combines at E27 with the Clear 
Data Available (CDA) signal associated with the space code that just incremented the Horizontal Counter and 
resets the HT flip-flop E25. This resetting action enables the UART, clears the Data Available signal path, and 
removes the increment signal from the Horizontal Counter at E26 pin 1. 

If the MEM signal is not present at the HT RAM, the horizontal tabs circuits increment the counter at SRC, 
i~ space code at SRD, and continue this spacing cycle until the next horizontal tab location is reached 
(MEM signal out of the HT RAM). 

14.4.3.4 Clearing Horizontal Tabs - Horizontal tab locations are cleared (erased) by either of two events: receiv­
ing an ESC2 command or during a power-up sequence (wake-up routine). 

The ESC2 command is detected by the decoding circuits and is applied as a clearing pulse to E14 in the horizon­
tal tabs circuits. The leading edge of this clearing pulse enables the Storage Latches E33 and E37 which load and 
store the current value in the Horizontal Counter. The trailing edge of this pulse clocks JK flip-flop E40. The 
high level output of E40 (Q) resets the Horizontal Counter to zero for the duration of CDA. Then the Counter 
starts counting up from zero at the Option Clock rate. As the Horizontal Counter increments, the low level on 
the write input (pin 12) of the HT RAM writes Os into each address location the Counter advances through. 
Zeros are written because pin 8 of E40 is low during a clearing function. When the Horizontal Counter over­
flows, the CARRY signal is applied through E14 to set E8. As E8 sets, the JK flip-flop (E40) is reset, removing 
the writing function from the HT RAM and reloading the Horizontal Counter with the print head value pre­
viously stored at the outset of the clearing action. Now the HT RAM is cleared of any tab settings and the 
Counter contains the value of the column in which the print head is positioned. 

During a power-up sequence the Wake-Up command (WU) performs a function similar to the ESC2 command. 
All actions are the same except that the Horizontal Counter value stored in the latches at the beginning of the 
sequence is zero because the print head is always at column position 0 after a wake-up; therefore, the Counter 
value is zero also. 

14.4.4 Top of Form (TOF) Circuits Basic Block Diagram 
The basic block diagram for the TOF circuits is shown in Figure 14-7 and the operational sequence flow diagram 
is shown in Figure 14-8. 

The TOF circuits perform three major functions: 

I. Monitoring the vertical position of the print head 
2. Form feeding 
3. Setting form length values 

14.4.4.1 Monitoring - This section of the option monitors the incoming data for codes that affect the vertical 
position of the print head. It responds to four codes: 

I. Vertical tab store4-.:- VT at pin 6 of E29 
2. Line feed code - l£..at pin 1 of E21 
3. Form feed code - FF at pin 10 of E28 
4. Set TOF command - TOF at pin 3 of E15 
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Figure 14-7 Top of Form Circuits Basic Block Diagram 

The VT and LF signals applied to E29 and E21 respectively enable the Line Feed Code Generator and increment 
the Vertical Counter E34, E35 at SRB time. The VT signal is a low level that remains low as long as the option is 
performing a vertical tab, but the LF signal is a pulse that exists long enough to clock (increment) the Vertical 
Counter. 

NOTE 
The LF code also energizes the Line Feed Code Generator 
El and EI0 through E2 which places an LF code on the 
bidirectional lines to the Character Buffer. This option­
generated code is actually in parallel with the LF code 
generated by the UART. Both codes are available to the 
Character Buffer because the UART is not disabled by the 
Tabs Option when an LF code is detected. The VT' signal 
from pin 4 of E29 that is applied to the timing circuits does 
cause the UART to be disabled and, in this instance, the 
Character Buffer accepts the LF code generated by the 
Tabs Option. 

14.4.4.2 Form Feeding - A Form Feed command detected by the decoding circuits sets Form Feed flip-flop 
E28. When E28 sets and stores the FF command, a high level from pin 9 initiates the foIlowing four actions: 

1. UART is disabled. 
2. Data Available signal path is blocked. 
3. Vertical Counter is ready to be incremented by one count. 
4. Line Feed Code Generator is enabled. 
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The FF' signal from pin 4 of E29 is applied to the timing circuits where it blocks the Data Available path through 
E 15 and disables the UART through El. The FF' high level at pin 10 of AND gate E2 is clocked through at SRB 
time to energize the LF Code Generator and increment the Vertical Counter by one count. If this increment 
overflows the Counter, the TOF signal is present at pin 12 of E34. This TOF signal is used to clock E16 pin 8 to a 
low level and to load the Vertical Counter through Multiplexer E36, E42 with the FORMS LENGTH switch 
value at SRC time. At SRD time the option-generated Data Available signal is issued and a line feed code is sent 
to the microprocessor. When the CDA signal is sent back to the option indicating that the line feed code was 
processed, the CDA signal resets E16 at pin 13. The TOFSL signal generated when E16 resets causes the FF flip­
flop E28 to reset also. 

If the Vertical Counter does not overflow after being incremented (no TOF signal), the FF flip-flop E28 remains 
set and holds the UART disabled. The CDA signal, returning after the first line feed code was processed, resets 
the Timing Sequencer. But, because the FF flip-flop is still set, the Form Feed Stored (FF') signal immediately 
restarts the Timing Sequencer again. At SRB time the Vertical Counter is incremented again and the LF Code 
Generator issues another line feed code. If this increment still does not overflow the Vertical Counter, the line 
feed code generation sequence is repeated again and again until the TOF signal is present at pin 12 of the 
Vertical Counter. When the CDA from the last LF returns, the Counter resets to the value of the FORMS 
LENGTH switch and the option removes the disable from the UART. The option has completed the top of form 
sequence and is now waiting for line feed or form feed codes before starting any action again. 

14.4.4.3 Setup and Wake-Up - Initial setup of the TOF circuits is accomplished when the setting of the FORMS 
LENGTH switch is parallel loaded into the Vertical Counter as the SET TOP OF FORM pushbutton is 
depressed. This places a low level pulse on pin 1 of E34 and E35 (the load inputs) through E16 and E20. The 
Vertical Counter loads just as if a TOF occurred. The Wake-Up (WU) signal generated on the Logic Board 
during a power-up sequence performs the same parallel loading action and also ensures that the FF flip-flop E28 
is cleared. 

14.4.5 Vertical Tabs Circuits Basic Block Diagram 
Figure 14-9 shows the basic block diagram for the vertical tabs circuit. The operational sequence for these 
circuits is shown in Figure 14-10. 

The vertical tabs circuits perform the following four major functions: 

1. Monitoring the vertical position of the print head 
2. Setting vertical tab locations 
3. Tabbing action 
4~ Clearing vertical tab locations 

As discussed earlier, vertical tab functions are very similar to top of form actions and in many instances both 
circuits share common components. This circuit sharing is shown graphically by the shaded components in 
Figure 4-11. As shown, most of the shaded components are relative to the major functions of monitoring, 
Counter incrementing, and Counter reloading. The unshaded components primarily process the unique com­
mands associated with the vertical tabs circuits . 

. 
14.4.5.1 Monitoring - The following five incoming codes affect the function of the vertical tabs circuits: 

I. Vertical Tab command -'-yT at pin 4 of E28 
2. Form Feed command - FF at pin 10 of E28 
3. Line Feed code - LF at pin 1 of E21 
4. Set HT command - ESC3 at pin 12 of E6 
5. Clear HT command - ESC4 at pin 2 of E17 and at pin 3 of E18 
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The line feed code at E21 pin I causes the Vertical Counter to increment by one count at SRB time. 

NOTE 
The only function of a received line feed code is to 
increment the Vertical Counter. As in the TOF circuits, at 
SRB the Line Feed Code Generator is enabled and the 
UART is not disabled. Thus, the parallel LF code gener­
ation occurs at the input to the Character Buffer again. 

14.4.5.2 Vertical Tab Setup - The ESC3 command establishes a vertical tab at the line location of the print head 
when the command is given. At SRD the ESC3 command enables the write input (pin 12) of the VT RAM. At 
this time there is a low level on the data input (pin 13) of the VT RAM and a 0 is written into the VT RAM 
location that is addressed by the Vertical Counter output. Whenever the ESC3 command is detected, a 0 is 
written into the VT RAM location corresponding to the print head position. A vertical tab can be set on any or 
all printable lines of a form. 

14.4.5.3 Vertical Tab Action - A Vertical Tab command detected by the decoding circuits sets VT flip-flop E28. 
When E28 sets it causes the same action through E29 pin 5 as when the FF flip-flop sets. These actions are the 
same as in the TOF circuits. 

l. UART is disabled through El. 
2. Data A vailable signal path is blocked through E15. 
3. Vertical Counter is incremented by one count at SRB time. 
4. Line Feed Code Generator EI, EIO is enabled at SRB time. 

As the Vertical Counter increments, a new VT RAM address is accessed. If this new address contains a 
(indicating that a vertical tab was set at this position), the MEM signal is present at pin 6 of the VT RAM. This 
MEM signal combines with the CDA signal associated with the line feed code that just incremented the Counter 
and resets VT flip-flop E28. Again, this resetting action enables the UART, clears the Data Available signal path, 
and removes the increment signal from the Vertical Counter. 

If the MEM signal is not present at the VT RAM, the vertical tabs circuits increment the Counter at SRB, issue 
an LF code at SRD, and continue this paper advancing cycle until the next vertical tab position is reached (MEM 
signal out of VT RAM) or the top of form is reached (TOF signal out of Vertical Counter). If a TOF occurs 
during. a vertical tab operation the same loading and resetting events take place as in a normal TOF function. 
These actions are: 

l. The TOF signal out of Vertical Counter: 

a. Clocks a high through E16 to clear E28 at CDA time. 

b. Is not passed through NAND gate EI2 pin 9 (the reset for LOAD flip-flop) because pin 10 is 
held low. 

c. Loads the Vertical Counter with value of FORMS LENGTH switch at SRC time. 

2. The switch setting is selected (not the latches) because the steering Multiplexer E36, E42 has a 0 on 
pin I. 
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14.4.5.4 Clearing Vertical Tabs - Vertical tab locations are cleared (erased) by either of two events: receiving an 
ESC4 command or during~a power-up sequence (wake-up routine). 

The negative-going ESC4 pulse generated by the decoding circuits is applied to E17 pin 2 and E18 pin 3. The 
leading edge through EI7 enables the Latches E30, E41 and the current print head position value of the Vertical 
Counter is transferred into these latches. At the trailing edge of the ESC4 pulse EI8 clocks a high level out on pin 
5 (the Q2 signal). This Q2 signal initiates the following actions: 

I. Vertical Counter clears to zero count at CDA (of the 4 in the ESC4 command) through E 17 pin 6. 
2. Vertical Counter increments up from zero at the rate of the Option Clock through EI2 pin 6. 
3. All VT RAM addresses written with Is through E29 pin 13. 

As EI8 sets, the high level load signal on pin 9 is applied to the Multiplexer E36, E42. This load signal conditions 
the multiplexer to pass the data stored in the latches and load the Vertical Counter with this data. 

NOTE 
The value in the latches is the vertical position of the print 
head at the time the ESC4 command was given. Thus, this 
position is not lost as the counter is incremented to erase 
the VT RAM. 

The low level on pin 8 of El8 is used to reset the ESC4 flip-flop E18. The DA signal associated with the next 
character received resets El8 at pin II to complete the vertical tab erasing action. 

The clearing sequence performed when a wake-up occurs is somewhat similar to an ESC4 command and is as 
follows: 

I. ESC4 flip-flop EI8 sets and forces Q2 to a high level at the leading edge of the wake-up pUlse. 

2. At this time the load signal at EI8 pin 9 is 0 and the Wake-Up signal transfers the FORMS LENGTH 
switch value through the multiplexer to load the Vertical Counter (WU at E15 pin 4) and then enables 
the latches (WU at El7 pin 1) to store this switch setting. 

3. During this time the Option Clock cannot increment the Vertical Counter because the loading action 
overrides the clocking function. 

4. At the trailing edge of the wake-up pulse the Vertical Counter starts incrementing through E12 at the 
Option Clock rate. 

5. Each VT RAM address is written with a 1 because Q2 signal is still high on pin 13 of the VT RAM. 

6. At TOF (Counter overflow) EI8 sets, making the Load signal high and resetting the ESC4 flip-flop 
(Q2 is now low). 

7. The high level Load signal causes the multiplexer to select the value stored in the latches and EI5 pin 
5 loads this value into the Vertical Counter. 

8. DA signal from the next character received resets EI8 and the wake-up clearing routine is completed. 

After wake-up the vertical tabs circuits are cleared and are set with the value of the new form and consider the 
print head to be positioned at the top of this new form. 
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14.5 TROUBLESHOOTING 
The troubleshooting chart in Table 14-4 lists the common trouble symptoms that could be observed during 
installation checkout or normal operation. 

14.6 LAXX-KY PRINT SET 
FIgure 14-12 is the supporting diode matrix for the LAXX-K Y print set. The print set is shown at the end of this 
chapter. 
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tv 
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Symptom ! 

1. After installation, improper 
operation or no operation 
of terminal 

2. Performs HT operations 
but VT and TOF opera-
tions not correct 

3. Performs TOF and VT 
operations but not HT 
operations 

4. Performs HT and TOF 
operations but not VT 
operations 

Table 14-4 
Troubleshooting for VT, HT, and TOF Option (LAXX-KY) 

Problem Area Probable Cause Action Reference 

Cabling Wrong cabling connections Check all cabling between Figure 9-4 
M7728 Logic Board, Ex-
pander Board, and TOF 
Assembly beneath top cover 

Option location Option inserted in wrong Install Tabs Option in loca-
location on Expander Board tions A and B 

Data Available Signal path interrupted Check for Data Available 
signal distribution signal in at E15 pin 13 and 

out at E19 pin 12 

LF Code Generator LF code not being generated Check E1 and E10 for LF D-CS-M7736-O-1, 
code Sheet 3 

Vertical Counter Vertical Counter not loading Check E34 and E35 for proper D-CS-M7736-O-1 , 
proper value operation during load Sheet 2 

Set TOF assembly Incorrect value being loaded Check operation of SET TOP 
OF FORM switch and FORMS 
LENGTH switch 

Space code Space code not being Check E1 and E10 for the D-CS-M7736-0-1, 
generated space code Sheet 3 

Horizontal Counter Horizontal Counters not Check E32 and E38 for proper D-CS-M7736-0-1, 
loading proper value operation during load Sheet 5 

LF code LF Code Generator not Check E28 pin 5 for a high D-CS-M7736-O-1, 
energized level on VT command Sheet 2 

Vertical tabs circuits VT tabs not being cleared Check E18 pin 5 high at D-CS-M7736-O-1, 
by ESC 4 ESC 4 Sheet 2 

Vertical tabs circuits Check all circuitry not Figure 14-11 
common with TOF circuits 
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CHAPTER 15 
AUTOMATIC LINE FEED OPTION (LAXX-LA) 

15.1 AUTOMATIC LINE FEED INTRODUCTION 
The function of the Automatic Line Feed Option is to insert a line feed code after receiving or transmitting a 
Carriage Return command. 

In the transmit mode of operation, this feature eliminates having to type the keyboard LINE FEED key after 
each Carriage Return command at the end of each line. With this option installed and the front panel AUTO LF 
switch depressed, typing the CARRIAGE RETURN key causes a line feed code to be transmitted after the 
carriage return code. 

I n the receive mode of operation, an incoming carriage return code is detected by this option and it automatically 
inserts a line feed code after the carriage return code. This is a convenience feature for existing programs that do 
not normally follow a carriage return code with a line feed code. A wire jumper (W 1) located on the automatic 
line feed option circuit board permits the automatic insertion of a line feed code after a received carriage return 
code. Removing this jumper disables the automatic insertion of line feed codes when operating in the receive 
mode but does not affect the transmit mode, which is controlled by the AUTO LF switch. 

15.2 AUTOMATIC LINE FEED FUNCTIONAL BLOCK DIAGRAM 
Figure 15-1 shows the functional block diagram of the Automatic Line Feed Option in a typical installation. 
Incoming data (SI) is processed by the UART on the M7728 Logic Board then routed through the Expander 
Option Mounting Board to the Receiver Section of the Automatic Line Feed Option Board. This section of the 
option monitors each incoming character and, after receiving a carriage return code, generates a line feed code. 
This line feed code is inserted right after the carriage return code and is sent back to the Character Buffer on the 
bidirectional line. The Character Buffer accepts both the carriage return and the line feed codes as if they were 
sent into the terminal from an external source. The printer mechanism reacts to this internally generated Line 
Feed command in a normal manner. 

In the transmit mode of operation, characters typed at the keyboard pass through 13 on the Expander Option 
Mounting Board to the Transmit Section of the option. When the CARRIAGE RETURN key is depressed, the 
option detects the carriage return code and inserts an option-generated line feed code after the carrige return 
code. The carriage return from the keyboard and the line feed from the option are routed to the UART on the 
M7728 Logic Board. The UART processes and transmits these two codes just as ifboth were originally generated 
by two separate keys. 
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Figure 15-1 Automatic Line Feed Functional Diagram 

If the terminal is operated in the local mode, with the front panel AUTO LF switch depressed and Jumper WI 
inserted on the option circuit board, a carriage return code from the keyboard causes a carriage return and two 
line feed increments at the printer mechanism. This action occurs because the Transmit Section of the option 
adds a line feed code after the carriage return from the keyboard then the Receive Section of the option inserts 
another line feed code as the carriage return code leaves the UART for the Character Buffer. Thus, two line feed 
codes are acted on by the printer mechanism. 

NOTE 
When the terminal is on-line and transmitting in an echo 
mode and if the AUTO LF switch is in the down position, 
the option generates a line feed code after each carriage 
return. In this operational configuration, the printer mech­
anism advances two lines for each carriage return, even 
though only one line feed code is being transmitted out 
from the terminal. The second line feed occurring at the 
terminal is generated by the returning (echoing) carriage 
return as it is processed by the Receiver Section of the 
option. 
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15.3 AUTOMATIC LINE FEED BASIC BLOCK DIAGRAM 
The basic block diagram for the Automatic Line Feed Option is shown in Figure 15-2. This diagram is a sim­
plified representation of the automatic line feed circuit schematic (D-CS-M7738-0-1). Circuit designations and 
pin numbers indicated on Figure \5-2 correlate with corresponding components on the schematic. Buffers, 
inverters, and other components that do not have major operational functions are omitted from the block 
diagram. 

The Automatic Line Feed Option can be divided into two functional areas: Transmit Section and Receive 
Section. 
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15.3.1 Transmit Section 
Figure 15-3 shows the operational sequence of the Transmit Section. The Transmit Section accepts keyboard 
characters and their associated keystrokes from the Expander Option Mounting Board through an edge con­
nector at location D. If the front panel A UTa LF switch is not depressed, each keyboard character is passed 
through Line Drivers E4 and E5 then out through location C to the U AR T on the M7728 Logic Board. The 
corresponding keystrobe for each character is also passed through without any action being taken by the option. 
Transmit Carriage Return Decoders EIO and Ell monitors these characters from the keyboard and when a 
carriage return is detected and the front panel AUTO LF switch is depressed, the CR KBRD L signal is gener­
ated. This signal is applied to Transmit LF Control E6 where it initiates the line feed code insertion sequence 
after the carriage return code is sent out. First the Line Drivers E4 and E5 are disabled (preventing data from the 
keyboard from being passed to the UART), then the LF Code Generator EI and E2 is allowed to place a line 
feed code on the outgoing line to the UART. At the same time the Transmit LF Control generates the KSTB 
OUT signal which is interpreted by the UART as a valid keystrobe command. After the UART accepts the line 
feed code, the XMIT ROY L signal resets the Transmit LF Control which removes the disable condition from 
the Line Drivers and allows keyboard data to pass through the option again. 
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DATA TO UART 

NO 
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Figure 15-3 Operational Sequence for Automatic Line Feed Transmit Section 
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The timing sequence for the Transmit LF Control E6 is shown in Figure 15-4. When a carriage return code from 
the keyboard is defected, the CR KBRD L signal at E6-4 sets the first flip-flop and causes E6-5 to go high. 
During this time the carriage return code is passed through the option to the UART. The XMIT ROY L signal at 
E 12-1 is held high by the UART, indicating that the carriage return is being processed and that the UART is not 
ready to accept another character. When the UART is ready for another character, the XMIT ROY L signal at 
E 12-1 goes low indicating that the UAR T has accepted the CR. This low level is inverted by E 12 and then applied 
to the clock input of E6-11. When clocked, a high level (LINE FEED ON H) is present at E6-9 and a low level 
(LINE FEED ON L) is present at E6-8. The low level performs two functions: (I) enables the LF Code Gener­
ator E J and E2 which places a line feed code on the output lines to the UART, and (2) combines at E9 with the 
XMIT ROY L signal to produce the KSTB OUT pulse and simultaneously resets E6 at pin 3. The high level at 
E6-9 disables the Line Drivers E4 and E5 which prevents data from the keyboard from passing through the 
option. As the option-generated line feed code and key strobe are processed by the UART, the XMIT ROY L 
signal clears flip-flop E6 (pin II) in the LF Transmit Control. Thus, the LF Code Generator is disabled and the 
Line Drivers are enabled again, allowing keyboard data to pass through the option. 

'" '~~~~ __________ ~~ r---: 'rj--------~~--------------------
{ 

E9-3 

X ~~~ E 6 _ 11 ---------------, 

LINE FEED ON H 
E6-9 ________________ ~--~ r-~= 

II N E FEE D ON L --------------__ 1------1, r--...., 
E9-2 

KSTB OUT 
(KEY STROBE OUT) ___ ---' 

E9-1 
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Figure 15-4 Transmit Line Feed Control Timing Sequence 
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15.3.2 Receive Section 
Figure 15-5 shows the operational sequence for the Receive Section of the Automatic Line Feed Option. The 
Receive Section monitors the received data at a point that is between the output of the UART and the input to 
the Character Buffer. This data is present at the option on the bidirectional line through the edge connector at 
location D. Receiving both a carriage return code and the signal UART DA L (Data Available signal from the 
UART) at the Receive Carriage Return Detector EIO and Ell produces an output signal that is applied to the 
Receive LF Control E8, if Jumper WI is installed. The Receive LF Control initiates three actions: 

I. Disables the U ART 
2. Enables the LF Code Generator Q2, Q3, and E7 
3. Issues an option-generated data available signal 

Disabling the UART prevents it from sending data to the Character Buffer while the option is issuing a line feed 
code. The LF Code Generator places a line feed code on the bidirectional line to the Character Buffer. The 
option-generated Data Available signal is interpreted just the same as a UART-generated data available and the 
Character Buffer accepts the option-generated line feed code as if it was received by the terminal. After the line 
feed code is processed, the CLR DA signal from the microprocessor in the terminal returns the option to the 
monitoring condition and it waits for another carriage return code. 

RECEIVED DATA 
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Figure 15-5 Operational Sequence for Automatic Line Feed Receive Section 
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The timing sequence for the Receive LF Control E8 is shown in Figure 15-6. A decoded carriage return generates 
the CR UART L signal which is passed through Jumper WI to ES-4. This signal sets ES, placing a high level on 
both ES-5 and ES-12. After the carriage return code is processed by the terminal, the microprocessor sends the 
CLR DA L s-ignal back to the option at inverter E 12-9. The leading edge of this signal clocks the high level on ES-
12 through to ES-9 and forces ES-S to a low level. The trailing edge resets ES at pin 3. The high on the base of QI 
forces the signal UART ENA H to disable the UART. The high/low outputs of ES that are applied to the LF 
Code Generator Q2, Q3, and E7 produce a line feed code. The option-generated data available signal is repre­
"en ted by the low level of the OPT IN L signal. (The steering gates.on the Expander Option Mounting Board 
convert this OPT IN L signal to a signal that has the same affect as the Option Data Available signal.) After the 
microprocessor accepts the option-generated line feed code and data available, it sends a second CLR DA L 
signal back to the option. This resets flip-flop ES at pin II which, then allows the UART to pass received data to 
the Character Buffer in a normal manner. 

CLR I ;!{E8-3 

E8-11 ---------...\. ..... ------IJ 

E8 -9 ---------...\. 1-____ --....:::1 

2ndCLRDA 
E8-11 

UART ENA H 
QI 

OP TIN L ----------1, .... -----::...-. 
(option generated 

data ovoioble) 

Figure 15-6 Receive Line Feed Control Timing Sequence 

15.4 TROUBLESHOOTING 

CP-2368 

The troubleshooting chart in Table 15-1 lists the common trouble symptoms that could be observed during 
installation checkout or normal operation. 

15.5 LAXX-LA PRINT SET 
The figures at the end of this chapter are the LAXX-LA print set. 
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Table 15-1 
Troubleshooting for Automatic Line Feed Option (LAXX-LA) 

Symptom Problem Area Probable Cause Action Reference 

1. After ipstallation, char- Cabling Wrong cabling connections Check all cabling between Figure 94 
acters typed on keyboard M7728 Logic Board and Ex-
not transmitted pander Board 

Option location Option inserted in wrong Install line Feed Option in 
location on Expander Board locations C and D 

Keystrobe signal Signal path interrupted Check for Keystrobe signal D-CS-M7738-O-1, 
distribution into Option Board at E 12 pin Sheet 3 

II and out of board at E3 
pin 3 

Line Drivers line Drivers on option not Check E6 pin 9 for low level D-CS-M7738-O-I, 
enabled Sheet 3 

Vl 

00 

2. After installation, received Data Available Signal path interrupted Check for Data Available i D-CS-M7738-O-1 , I 
characters not printing signal distribution Signal at E9 pin 5 Sheet 2 

Tri-State Buffer on Tri-State Buffer held disabled Check collector of QI for high D-CS-M7738-O-1 , 
M7728 Logic Board by option level Sheet 3 

3. line feed code not inserted AUTO LF switch AUTO LF switch not Depress switch - if depressed 
after carriage return typed depressed and still no LF code, replace 

switch 

Keystrobe signal Signal not being generated Check E3 pin 3 for Keystrobe D-CS-M7738-0-1, 
by option signal associated with line feed Sheet 3 

code 

line Feed Code Line feed code not being Check for line feed code at EI, D-CS-M7738-O-1, 
Generator generated E2 Sheet 2 

4. line feed code not inserted Jumper WI WI not installed Connect WI D-CS-M7738-O-I, 
after received carriage Sheet 2 
return Data Available signal Option not generating Data Check for pulse at E8 pin 8 D-CS-M7738-O-I, 
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CHAPTER 16 
EXPANDER OPTION MOUNTING KIT (LAXX-LB) 

16.1 EXPANDER OPTION MOUNTING KIT INTRODUCTION 
The Expander Option Mounting Kit provides an interface between an upgradable DECwriter and various 
options that enhance the printer's operation. The Expander Option is a printed circuit board that functions as a 
motherboard for the following options: 

I. APL/ ASCII Dual Character Set LAXX-PK 
2. Selective Addressing LAXX-KW 
3. Automatic Answerback LAXX-KX 
4. Automatic Line Feed LAXX-LA 
5. Forms Control LAXX-KV 
6. VT, HT, and TOF LAXX-KY 

These options install on top of the Expander Board and connect to the Expander through type H851 Edge 
Connectors. There are six locations on the Expander Board for edge connectors. 

NOTE 
Even though there are six locations and six options, it is 
not physically possible to have all options installed at any 
one time. This is because some options are double width 
and occupy two locations. In addition, options are 
assigned to unique locations on the Expander Board and 
cannot be installed in any other location. The Answerback 
and Line Feed Options are assigned 10 the same locations 
(C and D) while the Forms Control and VT, HT, and TOF 
Options occupy locations A and B. 

The Expander Board mounts on hinged rails above the M7728 Logic Board and can be lifted to provide access to 
the Logic Board. The options installed do not have to be removed when the Expander Board is raised. 

16.2 EXPANDER BOARD DATA DISTRIBUTION 
ASCII-coded characters and option commands are applied to and from the Logic Board through ribbon cables 
that connect to the connectors on the Expander Board. Figure 16-1 shows the data distribution paths on the 
Expander Board. Received serial data into the terminal is converted to parallel data by the UART, routed onto 
the Expander Board through J5, and applied simultaneously to locations A, B, D, and E. The parallel data 
applied back to the UART from the options is also routed through J5. The path between J5 and locations A, B, 
D, and E is bidirectional, while there are separate paths to and from J5 and location F. The bidirectional line 
through J5 intersects the data path between the Tri-State Buffer and the Character Buffer on the Logic Board. 
This allows the options to sample the incoming characters before they are processed by the terminal. Separate 
data paths are connected to location F. The input to location F is from the output of the Character Buffer and 
the output from F is applied back through J5 to the Print Head Drivers. This routing permits an optional 
character set option installed in location F to substitute incoming characters with characters from the alternate 
set. 
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Figure 16-1 ASCII Data Distribution on Expander Board 

Transmitted characters from the keyboard are connected to the Expander Board at 13 and are routed directly 
across the board to exit out 12. All typed characters are presented at location E for monitoring by the option. If 
either the Answerback or Line Feed Options are installed, no cable is connected to 12. Therefore, the data path is 
now: in through 13, through location D into the option, out of the option through location C, and out to the 
Logic Board through 11. This routing places either of the two options in series with the keyboard characters and 
allows them to insert data (answerback messges or carriage return codes) into the transmitted output. 

16.3 EXPANDER BOARD CONTROL SIGNAL DISTRIBUTION 
In addition to distributing ASCII data, the Expander also routes the control signals to the options. The two 
control signals are the Data Available signal associated with each received character and the Keystroke signal 
sent with each typed character. 

16.3.1 Routing of DATA AVAILABLE Signal 
The Data Available signal is issued by the Receive Section of the UART after a serial character is converted to 
parallel and is ready to be transferred to the Character Buffer. This character is applied to all options in parallel 
(Figure 16-1) but the Data Available signal for the character is applied to the options sequentially. This method 
of distribution is commonly called a daisy chain. The Data Available signal distribution is shown in Figure 16-2. 
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The Data Available signal enters the Expander Board through J5 and is routed, in order, to locations E, D, A, 
and B. If there is an option installed at a location, the Steering Gates for that location diverts the Data Available 
signal into the option. If no option, these gates direct the signal on to the next location. 
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Figure 16-2 Data Available Signal Distribution on Expander Board 
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There are two methods employed by these Steering Gates to divert the Data Available signal. These methods are 
shown in Figure 16-3. Method No.1 is used at locations A and E and utilizes the OP IN signal as the control 
signal. With no option installed, the Data Available signal is coupled right past this location to the next location 
in the daisy chain. Installing an option grounds the OP IN signal causes the Data Available signal to be diverted 
into the option. The option delays the Data Available signal long enough to establish whether the ASCII code 
contains a command recognizable for that particular option. The Data Available signal exits from the option on 
the DA OUT line and is applied to the next option in the chain. 

In Method No.2 (used at location B), the Data Available signal passes right through the Steering Gates when no 
options are installed. Installing an option in either of these locations grounds the DA OUT line (rather than the 
OP IN line as in Method No. I). The OP IN line of Method No.2 is held high until the option has generated the 
ASCII character it is inserting into the transmit data, then the OP IN line pulses low. This pulse is the option­
generated Data Available signal that is applied to the next option in the chain. 
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16.3.2 Routing of KEY STROBE Signal 
Distribution of the Keystrobe signal on the Expander Board is shown on Figure 16-4. As each character is typed, 
its ASCII code and associated Keystrobe signal are applied through J3 and routed out J2 (if the Answerback or 
Line Feed Options are not installed). The Selective Addressing Option at location F monitors all typed charac­
ters but is not in series with the data path as are either the Answerback or Line Feed Options which are installed 
at locations C and D. These options can break and insert characters and keystrobes into the transmit data line to 
the U ART. 
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Figure \6-4 Keystrobe Distribution on Expander Board 

16.4 TROUBLESHOOTING 

I I JJ 
A 

CP-2340 

The troubleshooting chart in Table 16-1 lists the common trouble symptoms that could be observed during 
installation checkout or normal operaton. 

16.5 LAXX-LB PRINT SET 
The figures at the end of this chapter are the LAXX-LB print set. 
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Table 16-1 
Troubleshooting for Expander Option Mounting Kit (LAXX-LB) 

Symptom Problem Area Probable Cause Action Reference 

I. With no options installed on Cabling Wrong polarity of bidirectional Check polarity between 15 of 
board, cannot receive cabling Expander Board and 15 of 

Logic Board 

2. With no options instaned Cabling Wrong cabling connections Check all cabling between Figure 9-4 
on board, cannot transmit M7728 Logic Board and Ex-
from keyboard pander Board 

Circuit board etch Open circuit Check continuity between 12 D-CS-5411668.Q-I, 
and 13 on Expander Board Sheet 3 

3. With no options installed Signal distribution Short or open in etch or To isolate between Logic 
on board, not able to trans- problem cabling - or possibly a fault Board and Expander Board, 
mit or receive on Logic Board perform the following: 

I. Remove cable from J 5 
0-
0., on Expander Board 

2. Remove keyboard cable 
from 13 on Expander 
Board and plug into 12 
on Logic Board 

If still not able to transmit or 
receive, troubleshoot Logic 
Board. If able to transmit and 
receive, check continuity of all 
cables and etch on Expander 
Board. 

--
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17.1 EIA INTERFACE INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER 17 
EIA INTERFACE OPTION KIT (LAXX-LG) 

The EIA Interface Option provides a signal interface between a DECwriter and most modems, acoustical cou­
plers, or other interfacing devices that use EIA levels. The EIA interface converts the level of the transmitting and 
received data from TTL to EIA bipolar (when the DECwriter is transmitting) or from EIA bipolar to TTL (when 
the DECwriter is receiving). 

The EIA interface circuits provide the connect and disconnect control signals required in a communications­
switched network environment and the carrier frequency selection command required in a multipoint network. 

The EIA interface also monitors the operational status of both the terminal and the modem and, if either changes 
to a non-operational condition, the other is notified by the EIA. 

17.2 EIA INTERFACE FUNCTIONAL BLOCK DIAGRAM 
Figure 17-1 shows the EIA interface in a typical installation. Transmitted and received data signals are converted 
from one voltage level to another (TTL to EIA or EIA to TTL) as they 'pass through the EIA board. Status and 
control lines are monitored by the EIA circuits and, in the event of either a not ready or disconnect condition, 
appropriate commands are generated by the EIA. 

17-1 



SELECTIVE 
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Figure 17-1 EIA Interface Functional Diagram 

The major command from the EIA to the terminal is the KSTRB DIS L signal. This command connects directly 
to the Logic Board in the terminal and also, if they are installed, to the Selective Addressing Option (LAXX­
KW) and Answerback Option (LAXX-KX) as shown in Figure 17-1. The KSTRB DIS L command is a trilevel 
signal capable of attaining three distinct voltage levels: 0, M, or H. (0 = 0 V to 0.4 V; M = 2.0 V to 3.0 V; H = 4 
V to ~ V. Voltage values are approximate and vary with the number of options on the trilevelline.) Each level is 
the result of a specific operational status and effects certain functions in the terminal and in the options con­
nected to the line. Figure 17-1 shows this trilevelline as an input-only to both the Logic Board and the Answer­
back Option, and both an input and output from the Selective Addressing and EIA Options. Table 17-1 contains 
the various levels of this trilevel line and the effects on the overall system at each level. 
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--J , 
w 

Tri-State 
Signal 
Level 

0 

M 

H 

Generated 
by 

Option 

Selective 
Addressing 

EIA 
interface 

EIA 
interface 

When 

Terminal is not the 
master and not able to 
transmit as a slave 
(transmit disable) 

Modem is not properly 
set up to pass data 
from terminal (Clear 
to Send signal not 
present at EIA) 

Modem is able to 
pass data from 
terminal (Clear to 
Send signal has been 
received by EIA) 

_._-

Table 17-1 
Effect of Tri-State Line Levels 

Effect on Other Options 
Selective Auto EIA LogiC 

Addressing Answerback Interface Board 

Prevents DEVICE All requests for the Prevents Request to Inhibits transmitting 
SELECT light from answerback message are Send signal from being from keyboard 
illuminating disregarded sent to modem 

Prevents DEVICE Stores any received Permits a Request to No effect - Able to 
SELECT light from request for answerback Send signal to be sent transmit from keyboard 
illuminating message then transmits to modem 

message after Clear to 
Send signal is received 
by EIA (The Tri-State 
signal is H). 

Allows the DEVICE Answerback message Permits a Request to No effect - Able to 
SELECT light to be can be transmitted Send signal to be sent transmit from keyboard 
turned on when request is to modem 

received 



The EIA can only generate an M or H level but not a 0 level. The Selective Addressing Option only generates a 0 
level and only responds to an H level. Also, the Selective Addressing Option has overriding control on the trilevel 
line in all cases of dispute. For example: if the ElA is generating an H (when modem is ready to accept transmit 
data) and at the same time the Selective Addressing Option is generating a 0 (when terminal not selected as a 
master or transmit enabled slave), the 0 level takes precedence and the terminal is transmit disabled. 

In installations where the Selective Addressing Option is not included, the trilevelline has only two states, M or 
H. The absence of the Answerback Option has no effect on the trilevelline because this option only uses the line 
as an input not as an output. 

When the EIA is configured in a switched network environment (where calls are either automatically or manually 
established), disconnect signals are sent to the modem by the EIA when the terminal is not in the normal 
operating mode or the data carrier is not present at the modem. 

17.3 EIA INTERFACE BASIC BLOCK DIAGRAM 
The basic block diagram for the EIA Interface Option is shown in Figure 17-2. This diagram is a simplified 
representation of the EIA interface circuit schematic (D-CS-5411771-0-1). Circuit designations and pin numbers 
indicated on Figure 17-2 correlate with corresponding components on the schematic. Buffers, inverters, and 
other components that do not have major operational functions are omitted from the block diagram. 

The EIA interface can be divided into the following three functional areas: data path, connection protocol, and 
disconnect functions. 

17-4 



2 1 LEVEL 1 3 
MASTER ----------------'=--1. CONV::TER 1-...:....--------------. ORIGINATE 

KSTRB 
DIS L 

5.1. 

5.0. 

DATA 
TERM 
READY 

'--

--
'---

10 

h 9J 
OR 
E2 

2 I 3 d AND 
E5 I 

6 TTL LEVEL 4 
CONVERTER 

E3 

9 . 
SWITCH I 8 r EIA LEVEL E5 I CONVERTER 

BREAK KEY 230MS ,------.. E4 

DETECTOR PULSE 
CIRCUIT 
08 a 09 230MS 

PULSE 
NOT READY W2-

PULSE 
GENERATOR 

04 

WI 

U DISCONNECT 
PULSE 70 MS PULSE 4 OR 

GENERATOR E2 
03 

5 SEC 8 LEVEL 
TIMER CONVERTER 

07 E3 

DISABLE 15 SEC 11 LEVEL 
TIMER CONVERTER 

06 E3 

Figure 17-2 EIA Interface Block Diagram 
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17.3.1 Data Path 
Received EIA-level data is converted to TTL levels by E3 and then applied to the terminal as the SI signal. TTL 
output data (SO) from the terminal is generated at the keyboard and converted to EIA levels by E4. Two 
additional circuits can produce an effect on this output data signal: Break Key Detector Circuit and Not Ready 
Pulse Generator. 

The Break Key Detector Circuit formed by Q8 and Q9 monitors the data out of the terminal and when a high 
level signal from the keyboard BREAK key appears, this circuit truncates this signal after 233 ms. This action 
ensures that if the BREAK key is depressed for a relatively long period of time (approximately 1 second) the 
receiving unit does not interpret this time break as a terminal disconnect signal and terminate the commu­
nications operation. This feature is desirable in environments where the Carrier Detect signal from the modem is 
not used to initiate terminal disconnects. The Break Key Detector Circuit generates a 233-ms time break pulse 
that is inserted on the Xmit Data line which overrides the actual pulse width caused by the BREAK key. 

The other circuit that effects the Xmit Data line is the Not Ready Pulse Generator circuit formed by Q4. This 
circuit monitors the operational status of the terminal (DATA TERM READY) and, if the terminal changes to a 
not ready status, generates a 233-ms-wide pulse on the Xmit Data line. Anyone of the following four terminal 
actions can cause this pulse: 

I. Paper out 
2. Line/Local switch in LOC 
3. Terminal power OFF 
4. Power-up sequence not completed. 

NOTE 
Terminal actions that cause DATA TERM READY pul­
ses of less than 233 ms wide are not extended but pulses 
wider than 233 ms are truncated to 233 ms. 

When jumper W2 is installed, this pulse is applied on the Xmit Data line and is interpreted by the receiving unit 
as a Break command. 

17.3.2 Connection Protocol 
Five signals are used in conjunction with the Selective.Addressing Option (LAXX-KW) and interfacing modems 
to establish data connections in typical multipoint networks. These signals are: 

1. Data Term Ready (from terminal) 
2. Request to Send (to modem) 
3. Clear to Send (from modem) 
4. KSTRB DIS L (bidirectional, to and from EIA interface) 
5. Originate (to modem) 

A terminal with EIA and Selective Addressing Options installed becomes the master terminal in the network by 
typing CTRL D. This causes two actions on the Selective Addressing circuit board. First the Master signal is sent 
through the EIA to the modem as the Originate signal. This signal causes the modem to switch to a transmitting 
carrier (frequency) so that the master terminal can transmit on the frequency that all the other terminals (slaves) 
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are receiving on. The Selective Addressing Option also removes the 0 level signal on the trilevelline (KSTRB DIS 
L at ES pin 2 of the EIA switches to the M level). If the terminal is ready for normal operation (power ON, paper 
installed, on-line, and wake-up completed), the Data Term Ready signal and the M level signal at E5 generate the 
Request to Send signal. After the modem has switched to the transmitting frequency and established the channel, 
it sends the Clear to Send signal back to the EIA. The Clear to Send signal through OR E2 forces the KSTRB 
DIS L signal to the H level and the terminal front panel DEVICE SELECT light illuminates. The terminal has 
established a proper connection and can transmit data out the SO line. 

The other input signal at E2 (pin 9) is the DATA TERM READY from the DECwriter terminal. This signal is 
used to monitor the local/line condition of the terminal. When in the local mode of operation and the EIA 
interface is not installed, the KSTRB DIS L signal connecting the Answerback and Selective Addressing Options 
is normally at the H level. This allows the answerback message to print locally and the Selective Addressing 
Option to control the front panel DEVICE SELECT and SELECT AVAIL lights. To prevent the installation of 
the EIA from inhibiting these functions, the local indication on the DATA TERM READY line is applied 
through OR gate E9 to hold the KSTRB DIS L signal at an H level even though the CLEAR TO SEND signal 
may not present from the modem. (In local mode, status of modem is not considered for normal operation.) 

At the end of the transmission, typing CTRL D removes the Originate signal (terminal no longer is the master), 
causing the modem to switch the carriers back to the answer mode. 

17.3.3 Disconnect Functions 
When the EIA interface is used in a switched network environment the interconnect signals typically used are: 

I. Data Term Ready (from terminal) 
2. EIA Data Term Ready (to modem) 
3. Carrier Detect (from modem) 
4. Ring Indicator (from modem) 

The EIA Data Term Ready signal is the primary interface between the EIA and modem. It functions as both the 
terminal status monitor and as the Disconnect signal. With Jumper WI installed, EIA Data Term Ready signal 
reflects the operational condition of the terminal (paper out, local mode, etc.) and remains low as long as the 
improper terminal condition occurs. The disconnect action of the EIA Data Term Ready signal is indicated by a 
70-ms pulse out of E2. This disconnect occurs when the carrier of the telephone connected to the modem is 
removed. In automatic answer applications (where calls are automatically answered), the Ring Indicator signal 
from the modem starts the IS-second timer circuit Q6. If at the end of 15 seconds, the Carrier Detect signal is not 
asserted high (indicating that a carrier is present at the modem), Pulse Generator Q3 applies a 70-ms disconnect 
pulse on the EIA Data Ready line. During normal operation (after communications have been established) if the 
carrier is removed or disconnected, the 5-second timer Q7 starts. At the completion of its count, a 70-ms dis­
connect pulse is applied on the EIA Data Term Ready line. This automatic disconnect feature prevents 
incorrectly terminated calls from tying up the communications line. 

17.4 TROUBLESHOOTING 
The troubleshooting chart in Table 17-3 lists the common trouble symptoms that could be observed during 
installation checkout or normal operation. 

17.5 LAXX-LG PRINT SET 
The figures at the end of this chapter are the LAXX-LG print set. 
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Table 17-2 
Standard EIA Modem - Terminal Interface Connections 

Sent To 
EIA Circuit Data Terminal Data Communications 

Pin Name Function Designation Equipment Equipment 

1 FG Frame Ground AA 
2 TD Transmitted Data BA X 
3 RD Received Data BB X 
4 RTS Request To Send CA X 
7 SG Signal Ground AB 
8 DCD Data Carrier Detect CF X 

II None Unassigned None 
20 DTR Data Terminal Ready CD X 
22 RI Ring Indicator CE X 

Notes: 

1. Positive voltage equals binary zero, space, on 
2. Negative voltage equals binary one, mark, off 
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Table 17-3 
Troubleshooting for EIA Interface Option (LAXX-LG) 

Symptom Problem Area Probable Cause Action Reference 

I. No operation of terminal Connections ErA connector in wrong Plug ErA connector into 14 of 
on-line location Logic Board 

2. Not receiving incoming Level conversion ErA to TTL converter defective Replace E3 D-CS-5411771-0-1 
data 

3. Not transmitting typed Level conversion TTL to ErA converter defective Replace E4 D-CS-5411771-0-1 
data 

4. With no other options Keystrobe disable Keyboard inhibited by KSTRB Check E2 pin 10 for Clear to D-CS-5411771-0-1 
installed not able to DIS L signal from ErA Send signal from modem 
type from keyboard 
when on-line 
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CHAPTER 18 
20 rnA INTERFACE CABLE OPTION KITS 

(LAXX-LK DEC 10 AND LAXX-LH STANDARD) 

18.1 20 mA INTERFACE CABLE INTRODUCTION 
The only difference between these two cable options is the termination connectors at the cable ends. 

The LAXX-LK Option has a Mate-N-Lok connector at one end and a 283B connector (for interfacing to a DEC 
10) at the other end as shown in Figure 18-1. 

From 

283B 
Connector 
Pin No. 

PI-R 
PI-Y 
PI-GN 
PI-BK 

I 
Wire 
Color Description 

Red Negative side of Transmit Line 
White Negative side of Receive Line 
Green Positive side of Transmit Line 
Black Positive side of Receive Line 

R Y 

GN 

To 

Mate-N-Lok 
Connector 
Pin No. 

P2-2 
P2-3 
P2-5 
P2-7 

TO 
__ LOGIC 

BOARD 

J3 

CP-2389 

Figure 18-1 20 rnA Interface Cable Option (LAXX-LK) Pin Assignments 
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The LAXX-LH Option has a Mate-N-Lok connector at each cable end. Refer to Figure 18-2. 

From 

Logic Board 
J3 
Pin No. 

PI-2 
PI-3 
PI-5 
PI-7 

Wire 
Color 

Black 
Red 
White 
Green 

TO 
LOGIC 
BOARD­
J3 

PIN #1 

I 

Description 

Negative side of Transmit Line 
Negative side of Receive Line 
Positive side of Transmit Line 
Positive side of Receive Line 

To 

Computer 
Pin No. 

P2-3 
P2-2 
P2-7 
P2-5 

PIN # 1 

TO 
-COMPUTER 

CP-2390 

Figure 18-2 20 rnA Interface Cable Option (LAXX-LH) Pin Assignments 
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CHAPTER 19 
ACOUSTIC COUPLER OPTION KIT (LAXX-LM) 

19.1 INTRODUCTION TO THE ACOUSTIC COUPLER 
The Acoustic Coupler provides an interface between telephone data and the DECwriter. The coupler is a bidirec­
tional device that converts incoming data into serial pulses acceptable to the terminal and converts data trans­
mitted by the terminal into a data format compatible with standard phone requirements. The Acoustic Coupler 
assembly is incorporated in a special cover that replaces the standard cover supplied with each terminal. The 
coupler consists of a Muff assembly that accepts the telephone ha,ndset and a circuit board that contains the 
transmit and receive circuits. The coupler interfaces with the Logic Board through J4, the EIA connector. 

NOTE 
The Acoustic Coupler Option (LAXX-LM) is compatible 
with LA35 and LA36 terminals with either the M7722, 
M7723, or M7728 Logic Boards installed. The coupler 
does not require that the Expander Option Mounting Kit 
be installed for proper operation. 

19.2 TYPICAL ACOUSTIC COUPLER OPERATION 
The telephone system is a single wire system; therefore, to simultaneously transmit and receive over this wire, two 
distinct frequencies are used by Acoustic Couplers. By utilizing receivers with high selectivity, both frequencies 
can be present on the wire at the same time without noticeable interference. 
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Figure 19-1 shows a typical telephone data communications configuration between a DECwriter terminal and a 
computer installation. The Acoustic Coupler Option is always configured in the originate mode of operation 
(transmitting on I kHz and receiving on 2 kHz). The computer, or any other device or terminal communicating 
with the Acoustic Coupler Option, therefore, must be configured in the answer mode (transmitting on 2 kHz and 
receiving on I kHz). 

REMOTE COMPUTER 

ANSWER MODE 
TRANSMIT FREQUENCIES "'2KHz 
RECE IVE FREQUENCI ES '" I KHz 

ACUSTIC 
COUPLER 
OPTION 
LAXX-LM 

DECWRITER TERMINAL 

ORIGINATE MODE 

TRANSMIT FREQUENCIES'" 1KHz 
RECEIVE FREQUENCIES'" 2KHz 

CP-2379 

Figure 19-1 Typical Telephone Communication Configuration 

Frequency Shift Keying (FSK) is used to modulate the transmitting frequencies as follows: 

Originate Mode 
1070 ± 10Hz = High = Space = Binary Zero 
1280 ± 10 Hz = Low = Mark = Binary One 

Answer Mode 
2025 ± 10Hz = High = Space = Binary Zero 
2225 ± 10 Hz = Low = Mark = Binary One 

19.3 ACOUSTIC COUPLER FUNCfIONAL BLOCK DIAGRAM 
The functional block diagram for the Acoustic Coupler is shown in Figure 19-2. Output data from the keyboard 
is converted to serial out (SO) by the UART and applied to the Transmit Section of the coupler. The Transmit 
Section applies the I kHz carrier and FSK information to the speaker in the Muff assembly. The telephone 
handset has a micropho{le in the mouthpiece which receives the data from the Muff's speaker. This data is 
transmitted out over the telephone line to the other device. 

Received data is coupled through the speaker in the earpiece of the telephone to the microphone in the Muff. The 
Receiver Section of the coupler converts the received 2 kHz signal into serial in (SI) pulses and applies them to 
the UART on the Logic Board. The UART handles the received data in a normal manner and applies it to any 
installed options. 
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19.4 ACOUSTIC COUPLER BASIC BLOCK DIAGRAM 
The basic block diagram for the Acoustic Coupler Option is shown in Figures 19-3 and 19-4. These diagrams are 
simplified representations of the Acoustic Coupler circuit schematic (D-AD-7012356-0-0). Circuit designations 
and pin numbe~s indicated on these figures correlate with corresponding components on the schematic. Buffers, 
inverters, and other components that do not have major operational functions are omitted from the block 
diagrams. 

The Acoustic Coupler can be divided into two functional areas: 

I. Transmit Section 
2. Receive Section 

ACOUSTIC 
COUPLER OPTION 
LAXX-LM 

------, 

SERIAL OUTPUT 
PULSES FROM 
LOGIC BOARD 

DATA TERMINAL 
READY FROM 
LOGIC BOARD 

I 

!RECEIVER 
ISECTION 
I 

MUFF I 

TELEPHONE 

HANDSET 

1-----
I 
I 
I 
I 
IJ3 

L 

LOGIC BOARD 

KEY 
BOARD 

UART 
TRI TO 

STATE CHAR 
BUFFER BUFFER 

TO/FROM 
OPTIONS 

Figure 19-2 Acoustic Coupler Functional Block Diagram 

J1 

W5 

BREAK 
PULSE 

GEN 
E7,E9 

TRANS 
OR 3 FREQ. 

2 E7 SELECTOR 
Q3 

233~SEC 

"""l.....f" TRANSMITTER 
DISABLE 
FROM 
RECEIVER 
SECTION 

1 kHz 
TRANSMITTER .......... VIJI..---L-I 

SWITCH 
Q4 

E8 

ALLOW 

R63 

Figure 19-3 Acoustic Coupler Transmit Section Basic Block Diagram 
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I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

J 
CP-2380 

1070 Hz 
OR 
1270 Hz 
TO SPEAKER 
IN 
MUFF ASSY 
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-0 
I 

+:>. 

2070 Hz 
OR 

2270 Hz 
FROM 

MICROPHON E 
IN MUFF 

~ 

• 

L-

PRE 
I-- AMP I-

El 

2070 Hz ,. DISCRIMI-
~ 

NATOR Dl 
E4 

2KHz AMPlI- D2 
BAND f---- TUDE I-- ".~"~LL ""'" f-- NAND 
PASS LIMITER ATOR 

FILTER E3 E6 E.6 E7 

I 

2270 Hz +5V 

y DISCRIMI- f---+-NATOR 
E4 

D4 

~ CARRIER I--r-GY 2 DETECT 
CIRCUIT 

E5,Q\ 
- - --

Figure 19-4 Acoustic Coupler Receive Section Basic Block Diagram 

f-- NAND 

r-- E7 

W12 

TIMER 

C20 
R60 
E9 
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~ 
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SMITTER 
LE TO 
SMIT 
ON 
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19.5 TRANSMIT SECTION 
The basic block diagram for the Transmit Section of the Acoustic Coupler is shown in Figure 19-3. Keyboard 
ASCII characters are applied through Inverter E9 (W5 is normally removed), then through OR gate E7 to the 
Transmitter Frequency Selector Q3. A binary zero in the ASCII code selects the 1070 Hz output frequency and a 
binary one selects the 1270 Hz frequency. Resistor R63 permits adjustment of the output level that is applied to 
the speaker in the Muff assembly. This adjustment matches the circuit board to the Muff. 

The Data Terminal Ready (DTR) signal from the Logic Board when the terminal goes not ready only (which is 
available from the M7728 board, not from the M7722 or M7723 boards) is coupled through W13 to enable the 
Break Pulse Generator E7, E9. This pulse generator produces a negative-going, 233 ms wide pUlse. It extends 
DTR pulses shorter than 233 ms and truncates DTR pulses that are longer than 233 ms. 

The transmitter is not permitted to output the I kHz carrier signal until the Receiver Section of the Acoustic 
Coupler has detected a valid carrier on the incoming receiver line. This action ensures that a proper commu­
nicati"ns channel has been established. 

19.6 RECEIVE SECTION 
The basic block diagram for the Receive Section is shown in Figure 19-4. Incoming data from the microphone in 
the Muff is applied through J2 to the Preamplifier El. The Band. Pass Filter, consisting of E2, E3, and the 
associated tuned circuits, passes only 2 kHz signals and rejects all others. Limiter E3 removes all noise-induced 
amplitude modulation on the 2 kHz signal. Each section of E4 forms a discriminator that detects the presence of 
2025 Hz and 2225 Hz. The output of each discriminator is a wave whose amplitude is proportional to whether the 
incoming signal is a one or zero. The discriminator outputs are applied through positive rectifier 01 and negative 
rectifier 02 then compared at E6. As the amplitude out of one section of E4 becomes greater than the other 
section, the signal produced at E6 pin 7 approximates a square wave. This signal is passed through Shaper E6 to 
make the sq uare wave more precise, then applied to NAND gate E7 which acts like a diode and only passes one­
half of the square wave, producing a series of pulses at pin 10 of NAND E7. The other input to E7 (pin 9) is 
connected to the carrier detect circuitry of the Receiver Section. When a valid carrier is present for the required 
period of time, pin 9 becomes high and allows the series of data pulses to pass through E7 to Q2. The output of 
Q2 is applied through Jl to the receiver half of the U ART on the Logic Board. 

The carrier detect circuit (composed of E5 and QI) also monitors the output of the two E4 discriminators. This 
detector circuit does not care whether the discriminator output is positive or negative, just that there is an output. 
This output is rectified by 03,04 and applied to E5 pin 6. A negative output signal is present at E5 pin 1 when a 
valid carrier is detected. This negative voltage causes the carrier detect light on the cover assembly to illuminate. 
The negative voltage becomes a high level through Inverter E9 and enables the receiver at E7. This high level, 
which enables the receiver, is also applied through a timer circuit that is composed of E9, R60, and C20. This 
circuit controls whether the transmitter in the acoustical coupler is able to transmit. 

When the output of E9 pin 6 is at a high level, the transmitter is enabled because Q4 is conducting. When E9 pin 6 
is low Q4 conducts removing + 12 V from E8 pin 5 and the transmitter is disabled. The carrier monitoring circuits 
are the controlling circuits for both the Transmit and Receive Sections of the coupler. After detecting a valid 
carrier for approximately 5 seconds, the Receiver Section is enabled and incoming data is passed onto the 
UART. If, while receiving data, the carrier is lost, the Receive Section is disabled 0.5 second after the carrier 
disconnects. The Transmit Section of the coupler is enabled after the 5 seconds that valid carrier is detected 
andremains enabled for about 4 seconds after the carrier is lost during transmission. 

This non-symmetrical timing for connecting and disconnecting ensures that the coupler is properly configured 
before data is either transmitted or received. It also permits a fast disconnect for the Receiver Section so that 
spurious noise cannot enter into the receiver if the carrier is lost. The slower disconnect on the Transmit Section 
(if the received carrier is lost) permits momentary lost of input carrier without a break in the output data. 
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19.7 TROUBLESHOOTING 
The troubleshooting chart in Table 19-1 lists the common trouble symptoms that could be observed during 
installation checkout or normal operation. 

19.8 LAXX-LM PRINT SET 
The figures at the end of this chapter are the LAXX-LM print set. 
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Table 19-1 
Troubleshooting for Acoustic Coupler Option (LAXX-LM) 

Symptom Problem Area Pro bable Cause Action Reference 

1. After installation, does not Set up configuration Wrong baud rate Match baud rates between 
receive or transmit sending and receiving units 

Terminal not on-line Place terminal on-line 

Incorrect cabling Connect Acoustic Coupler 
Cable to J4 on the Logic 
Board 

Telephone not inserted in Cord end of handset inserted 
Muff correctly in Muff with "dot" and/or 

word "CORD" next to it 

No carrier being sent to Listen for carrier in handset 
Acoustic Coupler 

-\0 
I 

-....J 
2. Random errors appear in Signal level or noise Poor telephone connection Hang up and try connection 

printing or transmission interference again 

Mechanical noise Check for printer cover rub-
bing on tractor shaft 

Loose equipment Check tightness of Paper 
Advance knob 

High ambient noise level Refer to Acoustic Coupler 
Specification for acceptable 
sound levels 

- _. -- -
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20.1 APL INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER 20 
APL OPTION KIT (LAXX-PK) 

The APL Option is a distinct character set, which is one in a series of optional character sets that can be installed 
in a DECwriter. The APL Option provides a DECwriter with the ability to produce the 95 printing or spacing 
characters in the APL set. This feature adds a complete character set to the existing character set in a standard 
terminal. The two sets are: the standard ASCII set and the APL set. 

The APL Option contains special characters and symbols not found in a standard set. In addition, the APL also 
contains the standard numerals (0 through 9) and a complete alphabet in small capital letters. (Print is 5 dots high 
and 7 dots wide rather than 7 X 7 dots as in a standard sized capital letter.) 

Normal timing, print head configuration, and mechanical operation of the DECwriter is uneffected by the 
installation of an Optional Character Set (OCS) such as the APL. The option simply substitutes the incoming 
ASCII character with a print head pattern that causes a different character or symbol to print. 

There are two methods of changing from one character set to the other: by local control using front panel 
switches or by remote control utilizing codes in the incoming data. Local character set selection always takes 
precedence and overrides all selection codes on the incoming data. 

The optional character set circuit board has provisions for installing either of two character memory con­
figurations. One configuration uses two ROMs, while the other uses three PROMs. Generally the ROMs are 
more costly than the PROMs (because the storage of the character pattern is actually a physical characteristic of 
the chip) and only become cost effective when many sets of the same character style are to be programmed. 
PROMs are less expensive (because they have a programmable memory) and are usually only used when a small 
number of terminals are having a distinctive character set installed. This is because the programming cost of each 
PROM is relatively high and is not justifiable for large numbers of PROMs. 

The APL Option (LAXX-PK) is always installed in the ROM configuration. 
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20.2 APL FUNCTIONAL BLOCK DIAGRAM 
Figure 20-1 shows the functional block diagram of the Optional Character Set (specifically, the APL Option) in a 
typical installation. The major difference between this installation and installations for the other DECwriter 
options is the point at which the Optional Character Set samples the data on the M7728 Logic Board. Most other 
options utilize a bidirectional line that monitors the incoming character data on the lines between the U AR T and 
the Character Buffer. These options also utilize the Data Available signal as a strobe to transfer either incoming 
characters out of the UART or option-generated characters into the Character Buffer. Figure 20-1 shows the 
Optional Character Set monitoring the data after the Character Buffer. Therefore, all other options have per­
formed their functions (inserting messages or codes for carriage returns, spacing, or line feeds) before the data is 
available to the OCS option. This incoming data, whether serial in (SI) from an external source or local keyboard 
data, is cabled from the Logic Board to the Expander Option Mounting Board and is present at the input of the 
Optional Character Set at location F. This data also contains the column count codes from the Column 
Increment Counter on the Logic Board. These three lines represent 8 of the 10 possible positions of the print head 
in each character cell and are used by the option to synchronize the 7-column dot output for each character with 
the print head's actual physical position. The APL ROM (or OCS PROM) converts the 7-bit ASCTI data into the 
print head dot pattern for APL characters. The ASCII-to-APL conversion is shown in Figure 20-2. 

The output of the ROMs is applied to Line Drivers where the Remote Control Circuit samples the lines and 
decodes remote commands that switch from one character set to the other. The code SO (0178) switches to APL 
and the code SI (0168) switches to standard ASCII. 

The Local Control Circuit monitors the positions of the front panel CHAR SET LOCK switch and the ALT 
CHAR SET switch. These switches provide operator control over the selection of which character set will print 
and override all set selection codes on the incoming data line. When the CHAR SET LOCK switch is in the up 
position, the incoming data can control set selection irrespective of the position of the ALT CHAR SET switch. 
Depressing the CHAR SET LOCK switch establishes local control and locks the option into the set established 
by the position of the AL T CHAR SET switch. If the ALT CHAR SET switch is up, the standard ASCII set is 
selected; when down, the APL (or OCS) set is selected. 

The Character Set Control Logic determines which set the terminal will print and, if the APL is selected, disables 
the Line Drivers on the M7728 Logic Board and enables the Line Drivers on the option. Conversely, if the 
standard ASCII set is selected, the option Line Drivers are disabled and the Logic Board Line Drivers are 
enabled. 

The character set selected (whether by local or remote control) is indicated by the illumination of either the front 
panel STD or AL T lights. 

20.3 APL BASIC BLOCK DIAGRAM 
The basic block diagram for the Optional Character Set (APL Option) is shown in Figure 20-3. This diagram is a 
simplified representation of the optional character set circuit schematic (D-CS-M7732-0-1). Circuit designtions 
and pin numbers indicated on Figure 20-3 correlate with corresponding components on the schematic. Buffers, 
inverters, and other components that do not have major operational functions are omitted from the block 
diagram. The discussion of this option is divided into two major sections: character storage and character set 
selection. 

20.4 CHARACTER STORAGE 
One of two character storage memory configurations can be installed on the OCS board. In the APL Option, 
ROMs in sockets EIO and Ell store the dot pattern for each character in the APL set. For any other set, three 
PROMs can be programmed for a unique set and installed in sockets E4, E7, and E12. The installation of E15 is 
also required when using PROMs. Only one configuration is installed at a time. 
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In the APL Option, 7-bit ASCII character codes and 3-bit column position data is applied to the APL ROMs 
E I 0, E II. The dot pattern for each ASCII character is substituted with the dot pattern for the APL character by 
the ROMs. (EIO stores upper and lower case letters and Ell stores the figures and numbers.) Figure 20-4 shows 
the print head dot pattern for the ASCII character "H" and its corresponding APL symbol delta (A). 

Below each character are the ROM data words that are required to print each character. The information in rows 
1-7 define a row of the character and the information in row 8 determines whether the character is printable or 
non-printable (such as a control character). As the print head moves across the 10 column increments that make 
up each character, the Column Increment Counter on the Logic Board outputs positioning data for each of the 
seven possible printing locations. Because columns 8 and 9 are always blank, only three binary-coded lines are 
required for proper spacing between characters to define the remaining eight column increments. The three 
column position lines plus the ASCII lines are applied either directly to the ROMs or through storage Latch El5 
to the three PROMs, if they are used. The eight possible codes are used by the ROMs as addresses to access the 
proper dot pattern for the coinciding head position. For example: if an ASCII "H" is typed and the APL Option 
is installed, the ASCII "H" code accesses the "~" location in the APL ROM and the head position addresses the 
column increments starting with column 0 and continuing to column 7. At column 2 the dot pattern code 
accessed is 000 000 which causes the solenoids in the print head to produce the dot display as shown in column 2. 
After the head reaches column 10 (which is actually column 0 of the next character), another ASCII character is 
ready to be converted to APL and the Column Increment Counter is back at zero, ready to start addressing the 
increments in the new character. Data stored in the eight row of each character determines whether the character 
is a printable character (Le., any character or command that causes the print head to move). All non-printable 
control commands are detected in the character ROMs on the Logic Board. Character set switching commands 
pertaining to the option (SO or SI) are also detected by these ROMs and the dot information is applied to the 
option on the bidirectional SEL lines that are connected to the option at the output of the Line Drivers E2, E3. 

Jumpers W3, W4, and W5 (which are normally installed) can be used to selectively override the character sub­
stitution from either the ROMs or the PROMs. Normally, with the OCS set selected, an ASCII character is 
automaticaly substituted with a character from the optional storage location. But by utilizing these jumpers, 
selective parts of the optional character storage can be removed from this automatic substitution. When a certain 
portion of the OCS set is prevented from being accessed, the characters are then taken from the standard charac­
ter set stored in the ROMs on the Logic Board. 

Table 20-1 lists various jumper configurations for both ROM and PROM configurations. As shown by this table, 
with Jumper W3 installed and W4 and W5 cut out, the selection of either the upper or lower case characters 
stored in the option's ROMs or PROMs is prevented. This means that even if the OCS set is selected, the print 
head pattern for these upper and lower case characters are always taken from the standard character set and only 
the figures and numbers of the OCS set will print. 

Even though Jumpers W3, W4, or W5 can be cut and eliminate part of the OCS from being selected, when the 
OCS is selected the front panel ALT CHARACTER SET light still illuminates as if no jumper were cut. 

20.5 CHARACTER SET SELECTION 
The selection of either of the character sets installed in a DECwriter can be controlled locally or remotely. Local 
switching is controlled by the positions of the front panel CHAR SET LOCK and ALT CHAR SET switches. 
The output of these switches connects to the set and reset pins of Primary Enable flip-flop E8. Remote switching 
control is connected to the clock and data pins of E8. The set and reset signals take control over the signals on the 
clock and data input pins of E8. When the CHAR SET LOCK switch is depressed and the ALT CHAR SET 
switch is up, E8 is set by the low signal on pin 4. This action places a high level on pin 12 of the OCS Control flip­
flop E8. The OP CLK signal on pin II of E8 clocks this high out on pin 9 of E8. As the high level on pin 9 is 
applied through EI3 to illuminate the front panel STD CHARACTER SET light, a low level from pin 8 is 
applied to pin 9 of AND gate E13. This low level produces a high on pin 10 of EI3 which holds the Line Drivers 
(E2 and E3) on the OCS board disabled and enables the Line Drivers on the Logic Board to pass the dot pattern 
of the standard character set to the print head drivers. 

20-6 



( 

• 
2 • 
3 • 
4 • 
5 • 
6 • 
7 • 

ASCii CHARACTER 
"HII 

PRINT PATTERN 
.coLUMNS 

~ 

• • 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

\ 

2 

3 

ROWS 4 • 
5 • 
6 • 
7 

APL SYMBOL 
"6," 

PRINT PATTERN 

• 
• • 

• 
• • 

• 
• 

o 
PAPER 

2 3 4 5 6 7 S 9 +- POSITIONS - 0 23456 7 8 9 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

II 

PRINT HEAD DIRECTION 

ROM PATTERN 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

10 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 

f-
'0 ' 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 

0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 4 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 7 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 +PRINTABLE INDICATION+S 

o 2 3 4 5 6 7 _MEMORY COLUMNS __ 

DIRECTION OF 

COLUMN INCREMENT 

COUNTER SCAN 

II 

ROM PATTERN 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 

0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

ROM CODE 

FOR COLUMN #2 
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Table 20-1 
OCS Jumper Configurations 

Storage Device 
Specified Secondary Installed Jumper Status 

Group Selected ROMs OR PROMs W3 W4 

Figures and Numbers EIO E4 IN OUT 
Upper Case Ell E7 OUT IN 
Lower Case Ell El2 OUT OUT 

Note: Normal configuration has W3, W4, WS installed; selecting all secondary groups. 
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If the ALT CHAR SET switch is depressed (while the CHAR SET LOCK switch is in the down position), a reset 
signal is applied to E8 pin I and the next pulse from the Option Clock transfers a low level through E8 onto pin 9. 
In this instance the low on pin 9 extinguishes the STD CHARACTER SET while the high level on pin 8 causes 
the ALT CHARACTER SET light to illuminate. This high level is also applied to pin 9 of AND gate El3 where 
it combines with a high level generated by the PROM Select E5 to produce the control signal that disables the 
Line Drivers on the Logic Board and enables the Line Drivers on the Option Board. Thus, the dot pattern for an 
optional character is sent to the head drivers to be printed. 

Figure 20-5 shows why Jumpers W3, W4, and W5 have such an overriding effect on the selection of the OCS set. 
When the OCS is selected (whether by local or remote command), the input to El3 on pin 9 is always a high level. 
A nother high level is required on pin 8 to force the desired low level on the output of E8 that causes the OCS Line 
Drivers to energize and supply the optional character. If pin 8 of El3 is held low through E9, the OCS can never 
be selected because the output of E13 is always forced to a high level which enables the Line Drivers on the Logic 
Board. The level on pin 8 is established by Prom Select E5 and the W3, W4, and W5 jumper configuration. The 
Prom Select E5 places a low level on one of the three output lines for each printable character. The low level­
passes through one of the jumpers to OR gate E9 where it is inverted and applied as a high level to E13. Cutting 
out the jumper in this signal path prevents the Prom Select output from qualifying AND gate E13. Therefore, 
anytime a jumper is cut, all characters from the section of the PROM the jumper is in series with do not print 
because the low out of Prom Select for the section chosen never forces El3 high. 
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Figure 20-5 Jumper Control over Character Set Selection 
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Remote character set selection, when the CHAR SET LOCK switch is up, is accomplished either by inserting 
command codes in the incoming data or by utilizing the eighth level bit in each ASCII character code. 

Depending upon the configuration on the Logic Board, the eighth level bit is used either as a switching command 
or for parity error detection. The LAXX-PK is shipped ready for installation into a system that utilizes the eighth 
bit as a parity error bit. Should parity error occur when the OCS set is selected, the option's substitution is 
inhibited and the logic board controls the insertion of the parity error printout indication. 

The two command codes used to .change character sets are: Shift In (SI - 0178), shift into standard character set 
from alternate (APL or OCS) character set and shift out (SO - 0168) shift out of standard character set into 
alternate. These two commands are decoded by the character ROMs on the Logic Board and are sent to the OCS 
board via the interconnecting bidirectional lines (sections 1, 2, 3, 6, and PRINTABLE). These lines are decoded 
by E6 and, depending on the command, a low level signal is applied to OR gate E9. If an SO command is 
detected, a low is applied to the data input of E8 (pin 2) and the CHAR TEST signal from the Logic Board is 
used to clock this low through to pin 12 of OCS Control flip-flop E8. The OP CLK signal clocks this low through 
E8, forcing pin 9 low and pin 8 high. The option switches out of the standard character set and into the alternate 
set. When the SI code is received, the action is similar; pin 2 of E8 is now high and is clocked through both flip­
flop sections to cause the option to switch back into the standard character set. 

NOTE 
If the eighth bit method of control is used, provisions for 
monitoring parity errors are eliminated. 

When the eight level code is used to switch character sets, Jumpers WI and W2 must be cut and Jumpers W6 and 
W7 must be installed. This action removes the effect of all other switching controls (even front panel switches 
have no effect now). With W6 installed, the level of bit 8 is applied directly to the data input (pin 12) of OCS 
Control E8. This level is clocked through E8 by the OP CLK signal imd effects the option just like any other 
switching command: bit 8 high, switch into standard set; bit 8 low, switch out of standard set. Note that Jumpers 
W3, W4, and W5 still have the final conrol irrespective of the method of character set selection. 

Figure 20-6 shows the complete operational sequence for the OCS set character selection. 

20.6 TROUBLESHOOTING 
The troubleshooting chart in Table 20-2 lists the common trouble symptoms that could be observed during 
installation checkout or normal operation. 

20.7 LAXX-PK PRINT SET 
The figures at the end of this chapter are the LAXX-PK print set. 
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IV o , 

Symptom 

1. After installation, im-
proper operation or no 
operation of terminal 

2. With ALT CHAR SET and 
CHAR SET LOCK switches 
down and terminal printing 
in APL, the PRI light 
remains illuminated 

3. Able to switch between 
character sets using 
switches but not with 
CNTL N or CNTL 0 
codes when CHAR SET 
LOCK switch is in up 
position 

4. Able to switch between 
character sets using 
control codes but not 
using switches 

Table 20-2 
Troubleshooting for APL Option Kit (LAXX-PK) 

Problem Area Probable Cause Action Reference 

Cabling Wrong cabling connections Check all cabling between Figure 9-4 
M7728 Logic Board, Ex-
pander Board, and Front 
Panel Control Board 

Option location Option inserted in wrong Install APL Option in location 
location on Expander Board F 

ROMs Improper insertIon Check jnsertion of ROMs for 
proper fit 

Control Board Jumper WI not cut out Remove WI 

Function Decoder Not decoding commands Check E6 for SI at pin 7 and D-CS-M7732-O-1, 
E6 SO at pin 6 Sheet 2 

Timing between Logic CHAR TEST pulse not Check E14 pin 11 for the D-CS-M7732-O-1, 
Board and Option being received 50-ns CHAR TEST pulse Sheet 2 
Board 

Cabling Cable between Expander Check for continuity 
Board and Front Panel Control between ends 
Board defective or inserted 
incorrectly 

------ -
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~EC LED 

I 24 
Z EX IIjJ ~ 23 
3 EX 1/ 22 

4 SOCKET 2.1 
5 PIN 2¢ 
,., CONFIGURATION 1'3 

7 
B 
'3 
I¢ 
/I 

I"C.. 

18 
17 

. It.. 
15 
14-

13 

1 R3(~~ I ASCn4 L 15 A1 UC/LC B3~ ~ A7 FIG/NUN B ~ 
I ASClI:a L '" A" &4 7 I" A. B4 7 

12 D'2 R"2.(ll ~ I RSC n e. L 11 A'3 B5 8 11 A "" ~ B 
1 R2.(~!! AScrr .l. L la A4 B q ...+~_+_+-I..:'a9=-11l4 B 9 

COL CNT e. R2 

SELEC.T l=1~JNUM L 
SHEC1 uc L 

/O-'~--,-+--+-----+-- SnECT LC L 

COL CNT 1 H' 
1 5 01 I 1'1 A 3 B1 I¢ 2.(Il A 3 B11-'_rJ ___ -' 

Rill) 1 _ 2.0 1/ - A"2..... "+-H--I-+-!-+=!A 2. B \I 
I RI(Ql).§ 2.1 1\1 21 AI 

ASCl17 L 

A5cn&' L 

HI 14 

FI I'=-
COL CNT~ RI 14 Dill Rcbll) L- I CS(/lCSI CSZCS3 VG..G CS¢ CSI C51 CS3 V6G 

: ~.1 I ~~II c.~~~31' ---' 
1 

I C.LR Cll<. I ~ ~ -ll.Ii ~ ~ -12V I 

-H+-~--' ?" otLK I ~Br-~~:~~A;s~c~n~7~L;i~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~[~;]S~O CI(ET.5 aN,,' ROM L~=-==-=-=-=-=-~-E=====~!JII TVPE TO BE SpECIFIED 1 
I BY NEXT HIG"ER AS5f. 
I I 
I 

1---r_..::REV~ISIONS I 
CHK REV. 

+V 

SECONDARY GROUP .rNSTAI '-ED 

FIG/NUM U?PER 
CRSf 

Lowa 
CASE 

ROMS ElilJ Ell Ell 
PRCI'1s E4- £7 E/e. 
W 3 IN )( X 

W 4- ---1f--'-'--__ .f-".I"-N_-+-'X~ _ _l 

WS J! IN 

TITLE 

WS W4 W3. 

R" RIS RI4 
I~K '¢II. 191 K. 

t-SV _-'--'-_..J 

OPTIONAL CHARACTER SET 
SCALE SHEET 2 OF 2 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 

UL'"--",,U2.=. EN PR I M H 
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THIS DflAWING AHD SPECifiCATIONS, HEREIN, AIlE THE 

PROPERTY Of OIGITAl EaUIPMHH CORPORATION AND SHAll 
NOT SE REPRODUCED OR COPIEDaR USED IN WHOLE OR IN 
PART AS THE BASIS mil THE MANUFACTURE OR SALE Of 
ITUIS WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION 
COPYRIGHT@ J r 75 DIGITAL EaUIPMENT CORPORATION' 

-

c 

B 

+5\ 

~
--. 

C I - eel 
+ ~Rh~f 1 len -c471 

zsv 10QlV [
S0U I T 01UF I 

r- I 

db4G 8 
LM30lA - 1-

i 'I02A - I 16 

741~3 Q 15 
74150 12 24 
7,,)154 12 24 
7.)161 B 10 

74175 S 16 
74130 8 10 
74193 8 16 

MK2600P 12 24 
UART 3 1 
Ie TYPE GND +5V 

GNO AND 5V ARE USUALLY PIN 7 AND 14 
RESPECTIVELY EXCEPTIONS ARE STATED ABOVE 

.. le_lIO. 
HIIIII .• 

IC PIN LOCATiONS 

8 

21-2 

I 

I 7 I 
NOTES: 

I. CONNECTORS: 
J 1 __ JI POWER ~OIlRD 
..12 __ KEYl'>OIlRD 
J3 __ 20MA SERIAL LINE 
J 4- _ OPTIONAL INTERFACE PORT 

6 I 5 4 

JS - JS EXPANDER OPTION MOVNTING BOARD 

2. COMPONENTS 'WITHIN OUTLINE NOT 
INSERITD IN PREFERRED CONFIGURATION 

3. REF DES NOT USED ARE: 
[IDO, CeI.C'2. Ceq, C4S- C~8 

4. MAXIMUM REF DES USED ARE: 

RIZI 
IK 

T~ 
+A 

'W20, R 12~, EH .. C~7, 014, J5. CR I >0.15 

SPARE S 

R12" 
IK 

10 

!:')p; SPARE Ie POSITION 
Fe,S-!,,' GNO 
ESf-Ie,:: +SV 

RII8 
IK 

T~ 
+C 

RII~ 
IK 

TP~ 
+0 

24 
----I 

----------

10.12 

> 
"­
f-

TPll 

@!J 

~ r ~ i [foil [cTiJ 

ff 

RRRF<RR, __ 

I I ~_81 
[Tft--~- R--~ c= ___ o~ __ 

u I 
~-, PXI I - ___ ~ ___ _ 

I I ~--~! -------
I I 

92 
93 

19 
23 (Qn 8) 

/ 
94 

I 3 

r~ I 
I j 

. \- -

\ 
---

\ 
96 

FIRST USED ON OPTION MODEL 

I LA::''' 

91 
92 

SEE NOTE 2-\ 95 

\ / 

l "--J T@l / ---------

/ I 
19 

T 
I 

@] 

T r"~l ~j~ : I 

l J 
S '-; 

~: J : 

,-I 

-----~ 

.3,5,7 NLY 
25 

23 (QTY 4) LOCATIONS 

REF. DESIGNATION 
1 

DESCRIPTION I PART NO 

PARTS LIST 
ETCH BOARD REV. I 6 I I I I I I J J I I I I I 

TITLE LA36 MPC 

SEMICONDUCTOR CONVERSION CHART SHEET OF ~ OIST. 1 1 I I I 
7 I 6 I 5 t 4 I 3 I 2 I 1 

liTEM 
1 NO 

o 

c 

~ 
I-­
~'-.J 

I--., 
IS 

I 
~(( 
~(\J 

'I'­
I'-

:s 

B 

-
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'THIS 
P 

" PART AS THE 
ITEMS WITHOUT 
COPYRIGHT© 1'175 

8 
ARfTHE 

l 
[ORIN 
'Of 

DIGITAL EQUIPM[NTCORPORATJON" 

-

c 

B 

A 

+')v 

+1 llll-C~I'l + ~R3'('''f + (!'3 'C47 

I ~~~I I I '1~~0 T 
1: 

8b40 I 8 
LM30lA - -

17 02A - 16 
741::3 '3 16 
74150 12 24 
74154 12 24 
74161 8 16 
74175 6 16 
74130 8 16 
74193 8 16 
7 ... 42 8 16 
7"'~3 8 10 
74S3 10 5 

MK2600P 12 24 
UART 3 1 
Ie TYPE aND +Sy 

GND AND 5Y ARE USUAL.LY PIN 7 ANO 14 
RESPECTIVELY EXCEPTIONS ARE STATED AlOVE 

lac,...,... 
"'IH.' 

IC PIN LOCATIONS 

8 

21-2 

I 

I 7 I 6 

NOTES: 
I. CONNECTORS: 

.J I __ JI POWER BOARD 
.J2 ___ KEY&OARD 
J3 ___ 20MA. SERIAL LINE 
J 4- __ OPTIONAL INTERFACE PORT 

JS - J5 EXPANDER OPTION MOUNTING BMRD 

Z. COMPONENTS 'WITHIN OUTLINE NOT 
IN5ERITD IN PREFERl'lED CONFIGURATION 

3. REF DES NOT USED ARE: 
CIDO,C'I.N2.C'4, C48-C~8 

4-. MAXIMUM REF DES USED ARE: 
'>120. R 12~, H,., C~7. 014, J~. C1'. I ,~IS 

SPARE 5 

., 740'1 
E,5 

B II 7'10" 
E3S 

10 

l ',B SPARE [C POSITION 
ESo-!" GNO 
ESF-li. ~ +SV 

RI21 RI2> 1'.118 1'.11" RI20 
IK IK IK IK IK 

.S?:::-- TP~:) T~O 
cr--- TP~ TPX7 0 TPV'I 0 

-I-A +B +c +0 +E 

7 I 6 

10.12 

I 

I 

> 
0-
r 

<t 

'" > a. 
r 

5 

TPll 

5 

4 

~ Ii( 
~ ~ I., u III 

ij N * t-
I~ IIj 

I~ , t-- ~ 
-9 IS !g l!. 

J 
« IS 

'" 1SL 

~ 
~ i"l CO 

~~ ~~ I .. ~ g ~ 
do ~~ 

r-
K a:~ 

r-
1: ::I 

1 ~ " ~ 

t 4 I 

I 3 

FIRST USED ON OPTION MODEL 

I LA:''' ETCH BOARD REV. 

91 
92 

SEE NOTE 2-\ 95 

\ / 

DESCRIPTION 

PARTS LIST 
I B 1 I I I I 

1.g"1- .fl. DATE 
~o:n·7,r 

~H~..J, ;(.4ow_ 
DATE !-,.,./S 

I~':l~ ?!,,'S' TITLE 

~';FG., DATE 
, 1""-

PRO~.,,~ 'til·M. 
NEXT HIGHtIt' ASSY 

1 

TP266 

u 
THf· 

.3.5.f _ NLY 

I PART NO. 

I I I I I 1 

Idlilgliltlalll 
LA36 MPC 

SDE~Osl 
NUMBER I DEC NO. EIA NO. DEC NO. EIA NO. M7728-QJ-I SCALE -+--+-

SEMICONDUCTOR CONVERSION CHART SHEET 1 OF 9 DI5T. I I 
3 I 2 I 1 

liTEM 
1 NO. 

1 

REV. 

C 

o 

c 

B 

-

A 



o 

-

c 

B 

-

A 

CHK 

I 

... c 'O~ .. "" ...,0 u. 

8 I 7 

REVISIONS 

CHA.NGE NO REV. 

I 

I 
8 I 7 

I 6 I 5 

ITEM 
REF. DE51GNATION DESCRIPTION PAR"T NO. NO. 

ASSY!lJRILlING HOlE WooT 1-.111-117728·9'5 

REf REf IIDJI..E ECO HISTIJ!Y B·IIi-M7728·9·8 

I I ETDED C IIIlJ I T IIlARl 50118B2 

• C71 ,C76,C80, C97 CAP:l9 Pf lOOV 5S OIPl'!ll YICA 11Il0010 

I C91 CAP 47DPf lOOV 5'. OIPl'!ll MICA HXXlO24 

I CB2 CAP 211Jf lOOV 10% WYL.\R IDD0037 

3 e72 ,G75, C79 CAP 047Uf lOOV 10% WYL.\R 11Il0051 

5 6 ~7 C73 C77 ca I C90 CAP 25Uf 25V AL EL 11Il0075 

53 5.0\ I E~:'Cii'.~3.~B.C74 C7B.CB9.C91-C9I CAP .Oll*' IOOV OISC 1001610·01 9 
~~~~3~~~~5~,~~~.C~9~~--------------+-~CA~P~~~~lrnN~~01~OC~--------~~I~00~1~76~5--------~ 

6 6 CB3·CBB CAP :;(JJf 25V AL El lOOl7!1) 11 

o I OHIE 0662 1100113 12 

6 5 05.07,OB,012,014 OllIE 1J664 1100114 13 

2 2 09.010 OllIE IN74BA3 "" 5S ZENER 1100122 14 

I I 04 DIllE IN746A 3 3V 5', ZENER 1104660 15 

I-I'-I--'I""'f-'0"II 0 I lIE 1I:1130 I 11056 I 0 16 

t--1_~.---I-+-OO __ .--,------------------~~0~11IE~~I~~-~-------------~-I'-10=-:5-7!1l"-_______ _+-1-7-

I 3 013 0 I lIE 4M 5j AI I 5. I V I" ZENE_R __ , __ -+ __ 11_05-:c8:-73~ _________ f...'i... 
2 2 J3.J4 CONN 8 PIN MATE·N·lOCI(HWSING) 1209J4ij·OO 19 

3 3 J I ,J2,J5 CONN 40 PIN BERG 1209941-02 20 
. I--:-::=--

JlJlBL fI W BfA: 

12 12 SOCKET. MATE·N·lOCK 61320·3 1209456·01 23 

4 E4B,,~E5~3'--______________ ~~~~~T-.:..IC'-.~24~PI~H------------~~12~JOO~~~--______ ~24~ 
I I J3 KEYING PWG MATE·N·LOCK 1211595 __ ~ 

1-'-_ -' _ R5_0______ _____ RES 47 ,.. 5S cc 1300202 ____ ~ 

~ .. .t..:~~~~~~~· __ ~=-~;~%'I~~Li--- ____ __ e-~_:~_O_~_9_--_---__ -_. ,._~ i~ 
e--3.- t--2., ~__ RES 180 '11 5S cc 1300260 29 

2 2 R49 , R89 _____ .__ RES 220 %'I ,. cc -~ "1300271 -- '30' 
I I R30 RES 330 %'I 5S cc 1300295 31 
3 3 R29,R34, RIIB RES 470 ,.. 5S CC ----------+-1-30-03-1-6---------- 32 

----4-~-~~,----
26 27 RI'R4,R32,R35,R45,R52,R55,RIII-I1I5 RE5 IK ,.. 5S CC 1300365 

~___1c----t.::R",76", ... R94=, R99=.:'.RI"I",2 '.:.:R:.:II".8 _-c.:R-,12 ... 3", ~R=-:~,_4+-___________ __ ________ _+------- __ .. 

33 

-e-
34 4 4 '117,RII8,R70,R71 RES IK IW 5S CC 1300368 

~·,_-I,--t--~I'___1~-,R~3=-:1=·==================j=~RE~S=I=.~~=,..~=5S~~~~============t=I~3OO=~39~1======-_--_~~ 
2" 2" R3J.1!4e,R53, R93,R96,RI02;RI09, RES 101( %'I 5S CC 1300479 36 

RIIO,RII1,R113'RI17, RIOO 

t--I __ t-I--1-:R_16::--C:-____ . __________ ._...,I--RE_S_5_9_.OK __ %'I:.-I% IOII'AIII' INi5lH 1300525 :: 

2 2 R97.R911 RES 10 %'I 5% CC 1301317 ~ 

~3'--1--3-~.::R=-:13-',~R2=2~,~~--------,------_f_-RE-S--I~--,..--5S--CC------------_+ __ 130 __ 13_n ________ .-+_3_9_ 
I I R48 RES B8K ,.. 5S CC 1301327 40 

2 2 Rll ,.:.:R9,~2'_cc---==_=___,------___1~RE::S'-Bc:2O~%'I:...-.5S'-CC 1301775 41 
6 6 R36,R54,R56,R57,R59,1110 RES 5.6K ,.. 5% CC 1301874 42 

8 8 R72·R75,R79·RIII·R95 RES 4JK Y,lSS a; _______ ,_ .::1=30:::2.:.:17.:.7 ________ -I-4~3__.j 

, , R82-RII7 , RES 2K %'I 5% CC 1302388 44 

I I R51 RES 4701( %'I 5S CC 1302398 45 

2 2 R27,R23 RES 511 %'II'''' IOII'AIII' IHi5 O·f 1302411 46 

I I fill RES lOOK %'I 5S a: 13024l1li 47 

I I I RI8 RES If.7K %'I 1% 1_11' IHi5 O·f 13Il2941 48 

2 2 R12,R14 RES 1.00K Y,I 1% IOII'AIII' INi5 O·f I 3O.J 11' 49 

2 2 R24.R28 RES 5.11K Y,I IS 1I11I'I'1I11' IHi5 O·F 1304854 50 

I RI9 RES 3.481( %'I IS IOII'AIII' IHi5 O·f 1305114 51 

I I I 
I 6 I 5 

4 I 

I I I 
t 4 

3 

GT!' l'iAR 

ITEM 
REF. DESIC;N~TION DESCRIPTION PART NO. NO. 

[-:-1 __ t-:�:-jr:R::�_5:--: _________________ 1+, c'-RE::S:..._.I 2::I"'K'2Y,.::....-I~~_'M:"_F I 30'255 52 I 
2 2 R9,RIO RES 232K Y,W IS '-4F----------+-I:..:'.:'0'"'5'".:2c::.---------+ ... <543'---J 

2 2 R21.R25 RES 1M ",W 5% CC 1309595 " 1 

r.1--~I~~R~I'7-------------------+7RE~S~30~.~I~K~"~.W~I.~o·MwF~------~~1~3~1I~5~94~------~~5~5~ 
1 1 R20 RES2.15Kl(Wl%MF 1311653 56 

o I TRANSISTOR 045CB 151059B 57 

r,IO __ t-:IO>_r.Q~2-.~Q6~Q~10~.-Q-14--------.----~T-'RA-'N~S~IS~T~0~R~M~P~SA~0~5~ _______ ~~1~5~10~7~0~5 _________ ~ 
rc3 __ t-:3~r.Q~7-,Q-8-',-Q-15---------------+-'TR-'A-'N~S~IS~T~O~R~M~P~SA~5~5 __________ ~1~5~10~7~0~6 ________ -+5~ 
1--1 __ l--I---':I-cQc9c ________________ . __ ~_::T_:cRA __ Nc:S-1 S::.cT~0_'R~0:..:EcoC=-6 5::3c.:l::..8 ________ +1~5::..0:::93'-"3.~8 __ . ____ . ~ 
1-:-1 __ ~-:cI--1f_:C:cR..,.1 CRYSTAL I 6896 MHZ(WIRE LEADS) ~~ '61 + 
II II E25 E26 EJO,E31.EJ4.E37.E40 I C 7474 1905547 162 

E44 E45 ,E50 , E,,5 __ 4 _:: __ --------+-.----------------------+-----------~'~ J 
6 6 EJ2 E38 E39 E49,E60.E65 I C 7400 1905575 63 

4 4 EIOE47E52.E~7 IIC 7401 11905590 , .. -- 64 

2 2 E66 E68. ____ :=--VC749JA ~~0905"'-=--=-- 65 
6 ...s E4 E21 E28 E35 E56 E62 i' C 7404 : 1909686 .. __ +~s..! 

~_ ~ __ 'E22E33-===--- = Ie _ 741..s~ ________ t'9097O''-- ___ '_'_~7.~ 
I I EI8 ______ l....c_ 7-"_, _____________ ~~909.9,-,82 ... -- -------!-B. 8., _ 
3 3 E5 E9 Ell -+,-C 7-"~~ __ . ____ . ,191.0018 ... _. 47.0_ 

f-: f-: ~------ .-- -- _.,.ll;~~.c~ 7;41:1·--9~0= =-~----'-:::~~::--- -.---- ;~j 
I ... I F3 ______________ * . ___ ~5 _______ ._ 73 

,.z..- ~ ~..s..____ _______ r-'-c.c_7.'.15'O' ___ . _____ . ___ ~191015L_ _ 74 

5 5 E6.EI2,EI6,E42,E64. __ .. _. I C 740B ~1.s.1~. ____ 75 

1-o-3 __ f-..,3c-fcEccl_3cc·E_I_7_E_2_7 ___________ 1~.':'I_3_0_IA_N ..o~~ _______ 19_1_0_28z.._ '. ___ . 

3 __ 2.. ~E3_6_._E4_1 _______ e'-C~~. ________ ._, ___ 1_9~~_6____ _~ 

76 

I I EI9 I C 74123 1910436 ___ .. __ ~ 

I I [55 .. _________ J.'-C....iJ.A RT .----------------r'~ ... ~---- ____ 79 

2 2 E63.E67 ______ -+Ic...::.C-.:..7~4~16:.:1 _______ ,_._. __ ... __ t1910650 _ ._ .. _ BO 

r=i±:~~E=-::'-5-' ---_--_-__ --_--.-._-_-_-.,.-_-.+:-',~'-_-:~~"9_1'-:_5'-_----_--_-----__ =_: :: ~::~--_-_ --~ :~ 
w-'-- E59 

W_z....~·E7 
! 0 ! 1 

I C95 CAP .1 uF IOOV COlo :15':: 000;;>30 96 -I 

~1_1~'-t~R~',O'-1 ________________ ~R~E~~~C~7~O~~'~~W~5~k~O~C~C~ .. ------+~~13~O·~129~7~C __ '· ___ ·-.~~~ 
I I C94 CAP 39uF' 10V 10,% .. HI/f IOOOO~, ! JO 1 

A/~ AI~ 

A/~ AI'" 

3 

I TITLE LA36 

I SCALE +---f-

I 

WI~£, ItiSULAnD JuMPER. 30AIIIG 910 .. 5_7_4_0 ________ +-0_'-1 

CEo1EllT PfflMA 8oj}!>" 102. 9009 157 102. 

I ReV. NUMBER MPC 
M7728-0-1 

I SHEET C OF 9 I OIST. I I I I 
2 I 1 

21-3 

o 

c 

B 

A 



D 

c 

B 

A 

8 7 6 5 .4 3 1-0-8ULW 
lliiWnN 

"THIS DRAWING AND SHefF'CATIONS. HUliN, AU THE 
'IlOPERTY OF DIGITAL EQUII'Mt:NT CC*POItATION AHD 
5tiALL NOT If IW'IlClOI.CID 01 COPlm (lit USID IN WHOLf 
01. IN PART AS THE =~~ ~~=::ACT\M.E OR SALE 

~~~~S DIGITAL fQUY'MlHT COlU'ClltATION'" 

~ r-rnEFE~~-~ 
4 5 I CONFIG,URATIDN I 

TPX5':l ,.3.-f41~~ 113 A"J 1'>5LI~I--.!.I---------'r----------MPCO 1'11'>07 

MPC4 CSIf, L 

MPC'I C515 L 

13 9" Ji~~~-I-------'R>-I7""----;-I'Z><z;1c50 B7 10 I MPC'> MM1(' ~--------------~I? -1r740B -0:1.:...1
---1. I--t--=--JC 0~ r 10v~ ·1 I 23 C51 Bb 9 I MpC'> MB0'1 

~ J!=..d EIZ f"-' ~ 6 ffi B I MPU 1'1130'1 

Z 1'10B 3 TPfC" ~~~ "'PCII WU L -1 9TI'l"'I -=:c TP)(II : I! ~i~ MK Z('2 10 B5 I 
I EI2 'l 7'11'" T I 15 EI5 I 

MPC'I REG., H -- Do E':l Ro.Cil nTPl"br---------;-~ AT C ROM 

L"~---_.t_----_+--t--'1'~~ I I" A 0:,17 I 
MPC'I REG" H -~ D2 R20l nTPX"., 1 J I 17 " I 

PROGRAM 2 'I I 111 A5 ~7.....!1---_r_l_l_l_1f_--------- "II'Co YIB00 
MPC'! REG I H -~ 01 A~ljSS RI (I) 9TPX43 A4 B4 I ~C,..ll--_r__+_+_+_l__j---------- "lPC'" MB02 

I 19 A 3 B~ f-
MPC'! REG III H -~ 00 4:7 R0(1) 3 ------'I-Z0c:1 AZ BZ ~5..l1-_.--+--+-+_l_l__j---------- MPC" I'IB0 I 

TpXC,4 LOCUPClRCDN 121 AI BI 4 I MPC' "i1'>011: 
4 Q- L-SlIIY5114 4 ~ VGB I L~40861 ..J I I I 

8 I ~404 Z r'lPC3 CLOCK A 

TPYZ ~ 101.2 r tSV 

~ 10 ~ 'T MPC4 CSI7 
IZ!--;,- RS'" 

MPC4 SKIP L D I hB S.GK 
1474 t-' 

~TPX4(" 5 1012 f"-' +B L _ _ _ r ___ ..J 
L=-----+---~AI2 0 13 f---o-

IZV 
C:R~ BR'W 9 TpX'I2 

, 4\ EZ"h~ 11415 MPC4 CS0~ l -;:-<.1 7405 6 II C 0t"' 8 2 13 

t'lPC4 CS04 L ~~Ib I~ J .f<i->7412~b-4"--"~-Q?408 8 

i"--... Q TPX2b 

L2.r h404'--->.:b=--_..L 1 ___ ;-'\ PC 'J B M P, 01 

IPlI"" 

CHK 

7~: i 3 R~(1l l..r.7---,-l-l-+-t------t-t--9~T:;:;P::.,..-:;;4~0;---
MPC3 BMB0Z -~ 02 R2(1l ~b:..--,-+-l-l-l--I------++-:'::9T::::P=X:4-::4---~ 

- EI~ 13 I~ 
tC ~Pl4~ 500s0~ 

MPC:'> BMB\ll3 -~ DO, 

PROGRAM 2 

MPCo BM1'>0 I -~ 01 A~~~5<; 1'.1(1) ~-..-l-t.W-+-I------++-9~T:;;P~.,..~3-;;"J~------' 
15 0:'" 123-.~~~~------t-+~--------.--MPC'> BMB0(ll -r--- 00 R0(1) 1-

3 

+c 
4 

CLR CUP LD CON 

115 YII~"4 L-____________________ ~ [ +~ 

?'f0(/) .. 
S DZ 

Tr 10 
140(2) B 

'l n2 

MPCb 'WU H 

~~b~ ______ ~~ 

~ ------

l,r~~~~~II~~~! 
[ 1111 ~ 91\SV I pyJt 

--- -------

L!2..~A-7-~~~---' 

: =Ji:~ I~~i A 0051-1-:101:------, ,_~ __ ~_:-;~; I ~~~ A ~:~tjll~==+~===============--
20 7\--"----, - 'If)0:777 9 I L.-----:cZ-:-11 A40:317 0(1) 1-=-"____ L.. __ ~2_1 A3I'RDM I 00"~-+1_,-------

I L ____ --,I- A3 !'ROM0 D01>1-8=-__ -, '-____ ::-I-;AZ D05j.:~~-++lI-r-------
L-------;;Zci A2 005 L-____ Z-j A I Did 4 f.-:..-I-++l_,-----I AI D0'1r-7--, .., ,'tD~-++H-+r------L-------;-1" L ____ --,--:;-j A0 003,.. 

.., MIl D0,r::--- 12 002 ~S=-++1+++.,---_-
I 12 0(IJ2r2-- ~ vcc 4 

[ 
,
ji5 ~~~ 001 ~ ~~ ~~ 001 

l2 02 n (2)1 
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A.I ABBREVIATIONS 

The abbreviations used in this manual are listed in Table A-I. 

A.2 SIGNAL GLOSSARY 

The signal names used in this manual are listed in Table A-2. 

A.3 Ie PIN LOCATION DRAWINGS 

APPENDIX A 
REFERENCE DATA 

The pin locations of the Integrated Circuits used in the LA36 are illustrated in Figures A-I through A-29. 
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2SB 

AKa 
AMP 
AR 

BCD 
BEL 
BS 
BUF 
BUFF 

C/B 
CBRAM 
CBA 
CGROM 
CHAR 
CLK 
CLR 
CM 
CNTR 
COL 
COLHI 
COLLa 
CONTROL RAM 
CRAM 
CTRL 

D/A 
DAC 
DEC 
DIR 
DM 
DRVR 

ENB 
ER 

F/F 
FIFO 

H 
HDE 

INC 
INIT 
IPS 

Table A-I 
Glossary of Abbreviations 

Two Stop Bits 

Any Key On 
Amplifier 
Address Register 

Binary Coded Decimal 
Bell 
Backspace 
Buffer 
Buffer 

Carry/Borrow 
Character Buffer Read Access Memory 
Character Buffer Address 
Character Generator Read Only Memory 
Character 
Clock 
Clear 
Centimeter 
Counter 
Column 
Column High 
Column Low 
Control Read Access Memory 
Control Read Access Memory 
Control 

Digital to Analog 
Digital to Analog 
Decoder 
Direction 
Down 
Driver 

Enable 
Error 

Flip Flop 
First In/First Out 

High 
Head Drive Enable 

Increment 
Initialize 
Inches Per Second 
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KBD 
KBH 
kHz 

L 
LCV 
LF 
LSB 

M 
MHz 
mm 
MPC 
p.s 

ms 
MSB 
MUX 

NB 
ns 

pas HI 
pas La 
POSMD 
pas 
POSIT 
PT 

R 
RAM 
RCV 
RCVR 
RDADR 
RD 
RD 
REG 
ROM 

ST 
SYNC 

TACH 
TTL 

UART 

VREF 

Table A-I (Cont) 
Glossary of Abbreviations 

Keyboard 
Keyboard Hold 
Kilohertz 

Low 
Last Character Visibility 
Line Feed 
Least Significant Bit 

Meter 
Megahertz 
Millimeter 
Microprogrammed Controller 
Microseconds 
Milliseconds 
Most Significant Bit 
Multiplexer 

Number Of Bits 
Nanoseconds 

Position High 
Position Low 
Position Middle 
Position 
Position 
PRINT Timer 

Read or Register 
Read Access Memory 
Receive 
Receiver 
Read Address 
Read or Register 
Receive Data 
Register 
Read Only Memory 

Status 
Synchronize 

Tachometer 
Transitor To Transistor Logic 

Universal Asynchronous Receiver Transmitter 

Voltage Reference 
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WC 
WDCNT 
WTADR 

XD 
XMIT 

Table A-I (Cont) 
Glossary of Abbreviations 

Word Count 
Word Count 
Write Address 

Read Access Memory Transmit Data 
Transmit 
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Table A-2 
Signal Glossary 

Mnemonic Definition Source Destination 

BELL SINK Bell Return J5-2 Speaker 

BELL SOURCE +5 V to Bell R1l8 J5-1, Speaker 

COMMON From LF Motor J5-4 LF Motor 

PHASE 1 To LF Motor J5·7 LF Motor 

PHASE 2 To LF Motor J5·6 LF Motor 

SOL 1:7 Solenoid Driver Outputs to Head 
Solenoids 

MPC3 BMBOO Buffered Memory Bit 0 E584 or E614 E49·9, E21·2 
E31·15, E15·15 

MPC3 BMBOI Buffered Memory Bit 1 E58·5 or E61·5 E49·5, E21·5 
E31·14, E15·14 

MPC3 BMB02 Buffered Memory Bit 2 E58·6 or E61·6 E49·3, E21·8 
E31·13, E15·13 

MPC3 BMB03 Buffered Memory Bit 3 E58·7 or E61·7 E49·1,E21·11 
E31·11 , E 15·11 

MPC3 BMB04 Buffered Memory Bit 4 E58·8 or E6l·8 E54·13, E46·23 
E50·15 

MPC3 BMB05 Buffered Memory Bit 5 E58·9 or E61·9 E54·11, E46·22 
E50·14 

MPC3 BMB66 Buffered Memory Bit 6 E58·100r E54·9, E53·1 
E61·l0 E46·2l, E50·l3 

MPC3 BMB07 Buffered Memory Bit 7 E58·l1 or E54·5, E53·2 
E6l·11 E46·20 

MPC3 MBOO Memory Bit 00 E584 or E6l4 

MPC3 MBOl Memory Bit 01 E58·5 or E61·5 

MPC3 MB02 Memory Bit 02 E58·6 or E6l·6 

MPC3 MB03 Memory Bit 03 E58·7 or E61·7 

MPC3 MB04 Memory Bit 04 E58·8 or E6l·8 

MPC3MB05 Memory Bit 05 E58·9 or E6l·9 
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Table A·2 (Cont) 
Signal Glossary 

Mnemonic Definition Source Destination 

MPC3 MB06 Memory Bit 06 ES8-IO or 
E6I-IO 

MPC3 MB07 Memory Bit 07 ES8-Ilor 
E61-11 

MPC4 CLR BEL Clear Bell E44-9 E36-3 

MPC4 CLRC/B Clear Carries or Borrows E44-16 EII-I3 

MPC4CLRDA Clear Data Available E44-2 E60-I1 

MPC4CLRHDE Clear Head Drive Enable E44-I3 E39-II, E30-11 

MPC4 CLR INIT Clear Initialize E44-17 ESI-I 

MPC4CLRKBH Clear Keyboard Hold E44-1 ESI-IO 

MPC4 CLR S68 Clear S68 E44-6 EIS-23, E31-4 
E30-4 

MPC4 CSOO Clocked Selector 04 E46-1 E42-1 

MPC4 CSOI Clocked Selector 04 E46-2 E42-2 

MPC4 CS02 Clocked Selector 04 E46-3 E42-I3 

MPC4 CS03 Clocked Selector 04 E46-4 E37-4 

MPC4 CS04 Clocked Selector 04 E46-S E37-S 

MPC4 CSIO Clocked Selector 04 E46-9 

MPC4 CSII Clocked Selector 04 E46-10 E27-3 

MPC4 CSl2 Clocked Selector 04 E46-11 E44-18,I9 

MPC4 CSl3 Clocked Selector 04 E46-13 E44-18,I9 

MPC4 CSI4 Clocked Selector 04 E46-14 E42-S 

MPC4 CSIS Clocked Selector 04 E46-IS E37-I, E42-3 

MPC4 CSI6 Clocked Selector 04 E46-16 E37-2, E37-13 
E42-4 

MPC4 CSl7 Clocked Selector 04 E46-17 ES3-4 
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Table A-2 (Cont) 
Signal Glossary 

Mnemonic Definition Source Destination 

MPC4 LOAD CBA Load Character Buffer Address E444 E52-9 

MPC4 LOAD D/ A Load Digital/Analog E44-IO EI4-9 

MPC4MAX Maximum E23-6 E31-5, EI4-4, 5, 
12, 13 

MPC4 REGO:3 Register E32-2, 3, 6, 7 E524, 5,12,13 
E38-I,5,9,10 

MPC4 SOOO Selector 0 E50-1 E22-2 

MPC4 SOOI Selector 1 E50-2 E27-2 

MPC4 S002 Selector 2 E50-3 E21-3 

MPC4 S003 Selector 3 E504 E31-9 

MPC4 S004 Selector 4 E50-5 EI5-9 

MPC4 SET BEL Set Bell E44-9 E364 

MPC4 SET HDE Set Head Drive Enable E44-I1 E39-10 

MPC4 SET HOLD Set Hold E44-15 E404 

MPC4 STEP LF Step Line Feed E44-14 E24-3, 11, E29-5 

MPC4 SKIP Skip E40-I1 E60-2 

MPC4 WRITE BUF Write Buffer E44-5 E60-1O, E56-3 

MPC4ZERO Zero E23-8 EI8-13, E31-3, 6 

MPC4 -1 REG Decrement Register E44-7 E324 

MPC4 +1 REG Increment Register E44-3 E32-5 

MPC5 CLK Clock E64-5,I2 E46-18,I9, 
E29-1O, E49-13 

MPC5 S.1. Serial In E66-6 E55-20 

MPC5 1.184 ps 1.184 ps EI3-12 E37-1O, E13-1, 
E64-9, E7-13, 
E9-3, 11 

MPC5 1.76 kHz 1.76 kHz E68-11 E30-3, E59-3 
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Table A·2 (Cont) 
Signal Glossary 

Mnemonic Definition Source Destination 

MPC54.8kHz 4.8 kHz E63·11 E26·14, E174 

MPC5 19 19 E26·9 E67·5, E31·21, 22 

MPC5 76 ps 76 ps E26·11 E3·3, E5·3 

MPC5208 208 E26-12 E40-10, E67·11, 
EI7·7,EI5·7, 
E31-19 

MPC5568 568 E30-5,6 E64-1O, E94, 10 
E13·14, E37·9 

MPC5 592 ns 592 ns E17-13 E20-1 

MPC6BEL Bell E19-1 E15-6 

MPC6 BS Back Space E19·9 E15-20 

MPC6CR Carriage Return E19-3 E25-13, E154 

MPC6DA Data Available E55-19 E31-7 

MPC6 HSl:7 Head Select E284 to 11 and Head Solenoid 
E334 to 11 Drivers 

MPC6 HT Horizontal Tab E19-7 E15·21 

MPC6KBH Keyboard Hold E51-8 E31·20 

MPC6 LF Line Feed E19·6 E25·1, E15·5 

MPC6PNTABL Printable E33-11 E25-11,E31·1 

MPC6 S.O. Serial Out E55-25 E29-12 

MPC7 BORROW Borrow E12-3 EI2-1, E15·22 
E31-18 

MPC7 CARRY Carry E7-6 E31-23 

MPC7 COL INC Column Increment Count EI6-2, 3, 6 E28-19 to 21, 

COUNT 0:2 E33-19t021 

MPC7 INC Increment E30·9 E15·3 

MPC7 PT COM +5 V Print Timer Common 11·U,V 11·13,17 
(Rl, R2) 
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Table A-2 (Cont) 
Signal Glossary 

Mnemonic Definition Source Destination 

MPC7SUM Sum EI-6 (11-B) 

MPC8 BEL Bell R58 11-TT,11-38 

MPC8 HDE (HDEM) Head Drive Enable E39-8 J5-2 

MPC8INIT Initialize E51-5,6 EII-2, E31-8 

MPC8 LFI Line Feed 1 E24-9 11-11 

MPC8 LF2 Line Feed 2 E24-5 11-P 

MPC8 LF HOLD Line Feed Hold E29-6 11-HH 

MPC8 W.U. Wake Up Q9-C E53-5, EIO-12, 
E36-1,11-00, 
E14-1 

P.T. COLL 1 Print Timer Collector 1 QI-C (11-21) 11-Y (E34-2) 

P.T. COLL 2 Print Timer Collector 2 Q2-C (11-25) 11-CC (E35-2) 
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Vee 

GND 

IC-00'3 

Figure A-I 380 Quad 2-Input NOR Gate 

PIN CONFIGURATION 

A2 24 VOO 

AI 2 23 Vee 

AO 3 22 Vee 

*OATA OUT 1 4(LSB) 21 A3 

*OATA OUT 2 5 20 A4 

*OATA OUT 3 6 19 A5 

*OATA OUT 4 7 lB A6 

*OATA OUT 5 B 17 A7 

*OATA OUT 6 9 16 VGG 

*OATA OUT 7 10 15 VBB 

*OATA OUT B I1(M.B) 14 es 

Vee 12 13 PROGRAM 

*THIS PIN IS THE OATA INPUT OURING PROGRAMMING 

Figure A-2 I702A 8-Bit Reprograrnmable ROM 
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PACKAGE "A" - BENT LEADS 

INDEX MARK 
OR ~ ~ 

NOTCH VGG .1 24 VSS 
IC-0123 eS2 2 23 CS1 

eS3 3 22 eso 

°0 4 21 Ao 
°1 5 20 Al 

PACKAGE "B" - BRAZED LEADS °2 6 19 A2 

°3 7 18 A3 

°4 8 17 A4 

12 °5 9 16 A5 

°6 10 15 A6 

°7 11 14 A7 
VDD 12 13 A8 

13 24 IC-0120 

IC-0124 

Figure A-3 2627P A6-01 Character Generator Alpha (Sheet 1 of 2) 
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3 

2 

23 

22 

FUNCTIONAL BLOCK DIAGRAM 

CHIP SELECT 

L..-----e1i 

~ ___ • ...n 

1110987654 

o 7 0 6 0 5 0 4 03 O2 0 1 0 0 

TRI-STATE 
OUTPUT STAGES 

512 X 8 ROM 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
NOTE: Choice of connection A or B for each chip select 

is available as a mask option. 

Figure A-3 2627P A6-01 Character Generator Alpha (Sheet 2 of 2) 

FREQUENCY 
COMPENSATION 

INVERTING 
INPUT 

NON-INVERTI NG 
INPUT 

SCHEMATIC 

TOP VIEW 

PIN LOCATOR 

+V 

OUTPUT 

le-Oloe 

Figure A-4 3101 Random Access Memory 
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A PACKAGE J PACKAGE 
14 13 12 11 10 9 8 

VAC 
14 

2 13 

3 12 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 4 11 

5 10 

6 9 

7 8 

I.e-co 22 

Figure A-5 7400 Quad 2-Input Positive NAND Gate 

Vee. 4'( 4,B 'l-A 3'( 3.8 3A 

I B '2 y 2 A ,8 GND 

lC-0129 

Figure A-6 7401 NAND Gate-Quad 2-Pin Open Collector 

lA lY 2A 2Y 3A 3Y GND 

POSITIVE LOGIC: Y' A 

IC-OOll 

Figure A-7 7404 Hex Inverter 
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Vee 48 4A 4Y 38 3A 3Y 

I 
s 

IA 18 IY 2A 28 2Y GND 

POSITIVE LOGIC: y. A8 

1C-OO'4 

Figure A-8 7408 Quad 2-Input Positive AND Gate 

IA 18 2A 28 2C 2Y GND 

POSITIVE LOGIC: y. Ai!C 

IC-OOtO 

Figure A-9 7410 Triple 3-Input Positive NAND Gate 
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IA IB NC IC 10 

POSITIVE LOGIC: y. ABCD 

YI 

tv eND 

.Ie-0008 

Figure A-IO 7413 Schmidt Trigger 

IA IB IY 2A 2B 2Y GNO 

BINARY SELECT 

• OUTPUTS 

POSITIVE LOGIC: y. As 

IC-0012 

Figure A-II 7416 Hex Inverter Buffer/Driver 
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IA IV 2A 2V 3A 3V GND 

POSITIVE LOGIC VoA 

.----_---.------0 Vee 

4Kn 3Kn 2Kn 
OUTPUT Y 
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Figure A-IS 7437 NAND Gate-Quad 2 In Buffer, 14 Pin 
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Figure A·17 7474 Dual D·Type Edge-Triggered Flip-Flop 
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Figure A·18 7489 64·Bit Read/Write Memory 
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Figure A-23 74161 4-Bit Binary Counter 
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Figure A-26 74193 Synchronous 4-Bit Up/Down Counter (Sheet 1 of 2) 
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Figure A-28 301 AN DIP Operational Amplifier 
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